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I recently drove the BMW i5. 

Its a great car. Once you get past the 
geekish appearance, and rennennber to 
always close the rear suicide doors before 
the front ones, the interior welconnes occupants like a Swedish sauna suite. 

On the move, its eerily quiet; the interior is as airy as the open skies above 
the recently bulldozed forest needed for crafting the i3s curvy dashboard. 

Its just the whirr of the electric motor, and your innermost thoughts (and that 
unwelcome but essential passenger, ESKOM). 

Even the brake pedal is optional. Its a motoring experience like no other. 

And consider that now, in only its second generation in the modern era, 
the electric car has made quantum advancements on a nano-like timescale. 
The 'i5 is how BMW envisages the future - urban hipsters unable to speak 
or look up from their iPhones, sipping overpriced designer coffees and 
kerb-crawling between rented apartment and office. 

The i3 makes you want to be that hipster. Why? Depending on the level 
of your petrolheadedness - or your complete aversion to it - the i3 comes 
with either a school of dolphins frolicking through a rain forest, or a HANS 
device and a set of Sparco overalls; racing, then stomping on the brakes to 
see the graphic of the battery being charged (in anticipation of expelling 
what you’ve just harvested on exiting the next corner) makes you feel like Al 
Gore. Or Tom Kristensen. It’s your choice; and the fact that the same car can 
satisfy both sides of the green fence makes one believe, briefly, that the ditzy 
Miss World’s cliched ideal of “world peace” may actually be attainable. 


But. And there’s always a but. It’s light years from a profound revelation, 
but petrol cars continue to connect better to their drivers emotionally, simply 
because they sound, feel and communicate better. Once, in the i3, 1 had a 
Mercedes CLS63 AMG next to me, whose driver - at the flex of a tendon 
- shifted time and space; but in full view of a much more sizeable audience 
than the novel (I thought) BMW had been enjoying up to then. Cinderella’s 
glass slipper dropped; I turned green. Not with eco-ness, but with envy. I 
desperately wanted to be that guy again; the one who carries fuel in his car, 
instead of having to wait half an hour at a charging station. Or worry whether 
the prepaid meter at home is sufficiently topped up. 

Unquestionably, the BMW i3 is to the Nissan Leaf as Megan Fox is to an 
East European weightlifter; but fundamentally, range anxiety remains an issue 
in all electric cars - more so in a country like SA, when city lights start to fade 
in the rear-view mirror. And while future cities will be littered with charging 
points, the solution isn’t more charging points as much as it is prevention; by 
improving battery technology. 

To this month’s issue, where you won’t find any electric cars trying to 
emotionally blackmail their octane-burning brethren for shredding the ozone 
layer. It’s off to the Red Bull Ring in Austria to see how the McLaren PI GTR, 
Nismo GT-R, Ferrari 458 Speciale and others 
do some load shedding of their own - this time, 
though, through the copious combustion of 
rubber and fuel. 

Welcome to Speedweek. It’s electrifying. 


how the McLaren r I La I K, 

BRAAM PEENS editor 
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Handcrafted by racers. 


The Mercedes-AMG GT S. Visit www.mercedes-amg.co.za 







5D McLaren PI GTR 

Many, many units of power, an 
ex-Formula One driver and an 
attack helicopter. Take cover, folks 


58 MiniJCWvsMegane 


Because, sometimes, performance 
isn’t just about being sporty - it’s 
about having the biggest grin too 


61 Mazda MX-5 I 

Possibly the best fun car in the 
history of the world. And we’ve got 
our mitts on the brand-new one 



62 AMGGTSvsHuracan 


Fast and mental meets fast and 
. forgiving in a slidey, smoky 
^ supercar spectacular 


66 

AMGCGGSvsGolfR 


Workaday exteriors hide extreme 
potency in this battle of Q-cars. 

Step in and belt up... 

69 

GT-RvsSpecialevsZOG 


The cars that Speed Week was 
invented for. Driven quickly to give 
the photographers a hard time 

76 

Elisa vs GT4 



Track-biased machines on a track... 
a full FIA FI track. A match made 
in heaven? 

83 

The road trip 



Thirteen becomes six for 
a two-day blast through the 

Austrian mountains. Hold on 






MOKKA 


The new OPEL MOKKA 


WHAT’S YOUR NEXT 

MOKKA MOMENT? 


In this fast paced life there are moments that seem to slow down time and 
live forever in our hearts and minds. These are the moments we live for. 
These are Mokka moments. 


#OpelMokka 


OpelSA or www.opel.co.za 
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The descendent of the flagrantly beautiful 
Seventies CSL. Prepare for perfection 
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revealed. Why they look good at SOOkph 
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Hyundai Velpster Turbo 
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GTE. GTI Clubsport. What’s 

a month in 

... isn’t a car. Oprah has one and so does 

AudiAl 

40 

motoring without at least one 

fast Golf? 

Ralph Lauren. You’ll want one, too 

Honda Type H vs Golf H 

41 

21 Alfa’s M3 eaiei? 
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Everything about the Alfa Giulia sounds Dashcam meets satnav in the ultimate 

preposterous. It isn’t. God bless Italy fraud buster. Don’t leave home without it 
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NEXT LEVEL 
CHALLENGE 
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XENON 

HEADLIGHTS 



With innovative features, bold styling and a luxurious 
interior on the next level, the new KIA Sorento will 
chall enge the way you ex perience driving altogether. 
Go tol KIAnextIevel.co.za for more info. 
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BMW’s big-winged ‘Batmobile’ of the early Seventies 
returns. Retro done right, or not quite? 


The ur CSL has such purposeful, clean 
lines, while the Hommage CSL looks 
like the designer just got high and said 
“that looks about right!” 

Clark Pedersen 


The front reminds me of Bugs Bunny 
from Looney Tunes. Lm still a BMW 
fan though! 

Tristan Odhampersad 


/ love it! I hope its a new leaf for BMW. 
All their future cars should really look 
this good! 

Giom Mouton 


Back in 1966 Ford exacted revenge 
on a failed Ferrari corporate take- 
over by winning Le Mans. Same 
plan five decades hence? 

Now lets hope the Ferrari factory team plays ball with 
some 488s. 

Masego Finger 

Not LMPl. Yet. But hopefully in good time. 

Niels Emmers 

The plan for the year of 2016. Will make for a very interest- 
ing weekend in June next year. 

Michael Hyslop 
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South Africans love bakkies, 
especially double-cabs. Duster 
D/ C must come to Mzansi. 

I think its a brilliant idea. The bakkie market in South Africa 
could use something a bit different and this would appeal to 
younger buyers. 

Stephen Nortje 

If they don’t brand it a Nissan or a Renault it wouldn’t be 
taken seriously. Remember the last Dacia we got in SA? 

Sean Dobson 

This would be so good in 4x4. All the best of Duster with 
a load bay. I want! 

Wandile Masengo 


TWEETS & STUFF 

SCRIBBLE SEAT SPECIAL EDITION 

Land Rover builds its two 
nnillionth vehicle. Fittingly, 
it could only be a Defender 
(what else?). Scribbles on the 
seats for good nneasure. 


NEW PASSAT DERIVATIVE IS A SHED 

VW s latest utility vehicle 
is V6 powered. Good for 
120kph. Has three windscreen 
wipers. Unrivalled interior 
space in class. 


INSPECTOR IRONY 

To catch renegades you need 
sonnething with sufficient 
range and the ability to get 
dirty. But never fast. Fittingly, 
we present the UK police is- 
sue Renegade 1.6 turbodiesel. 










Introducing the all-new Mazda2 with KODO design, SKYACTIV technology and a choice of a manual or automatic transmission. 

This small car has taken a big leap forward with a 1.5 litre petrol engine that delivers 82kW @ 145Nm of torgue and a 1.5 litre 
diesel engine that delivers an awesome 77kW @ 250Nm of torgue. Both engines deliver outstanding fuel economy and guick- 
witted agility. With MZD Connect, connectivity is seamless and effortless. The all-new Mazda2. Go somewhere you'd rather be. 



UNLIMITED „ 
WARRANTY & 


SERVICE PLAN 


THE /MHOSS/BLE MAOE POSS/BLE. 
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Batmobile 


Break out the chesr wig 
-the Seventies are back 




Huge kidney grille 
and wrapoverM 
wings = interweM 


H eritage is big business these 
days, and BMW leverages 
it more imaginatively than 
most. Last year saw the Mini . 
Superleggera - now confirmed 
for production - and that was 
preceded by an Ml reboot and two ' 
unashamedly retro reinterpretations of 
the 328 Mille Miglia. BMW has an en- 
viable back catalogue for sure, but this 
year's reboot - unveiled at posh classic 
car concours Villa d'Este - mines the 
brand's barrel-chested Seventies GSL 
Batmobile lodestar for inspiration. Not 
surprisingly, it's been in the mix for a 
little while. 

“What's my favourite BMW?" head 
of exterior design Karim Habib asks 
TopGear. “That changes constantly. 


But the CS coupe was certainly one of 
the most elegant BMWs, and the GSL 
he^ed establish the template for BMW 
as we know it now. I've been lobbying 
for this car for a few years now." 

Seventies kids might have had the 
Lamborghini Gountach and Ferra- 
ri Boxer on their bedroom walls, 
alongside a certain bottom-scratch- 
ing tennis player, but the GSL would 
have fitted right in. The Batmobile 
was a racing legend - in the European 
Touring Gar Ghampionship - of which 
only 1265 were built between 1972 
and 1975. Men with fast facial hair and 
names like Hans and Dieter wrestled 
them round Spa and the Nurburgring, 
ripping through an atmosphere that 
was equal parts oil, strong lager and 


sausage. These days, a good GSL will 
set you back close to R5 million (if yoi 
can find one) , and it's challenging the 
usual suspects for supremacy in the 
high-end classic car market. 

A bewinged and tweaked version 
of the pretty GS coupe, the Batmobile 
wasn't all talk and no action. In fact. 






CSL inspired by 
Batmobile, with 
hints of the i8 for 
a modern twist 


Cabin concentrates 


major controls and_ 


air vents into pod 


ahead of driver 


it was all about lightweight; because 
then, as now, stripping out unnecessary 
bulk was a sure-fire way to go fastef. 
The CSL had aluminium door skins and 
bonnet, and used thin-gauge steel pan- 
els elsewhere. UK cars kept fripperies 
like electric windows and bumpers, but 
the 765 left-hook GSLs ditched more or 
less everything. 

The reboot joins the weight-saving 
dots back to the original. This time, it’s 
all about carbon fibre reinforced plas- 
tic (CFRP), a material the company 
has become expert in across recent 
M cars, its i cars, and a technology 
that’ll underpin this autumn’s all-new 
techno-fest 7-Series. 

The CSL Hommage lifts the beef- 
iest design elements of the original, 
and allows them to simmer alongside 
contemporary influences. In particu- 
lar, the retro aspects are offset by the 
influence of the i8. “We definitely want 
the fi’ cars to be a separate sub-brand,” 
Habib says. “But the ideas do trickle 
down or across. Plus, like the i8, the 
CSL uses carbon fibre - that allows 
us to do other things, like separate 


THE ORIGINAL 
. BMW 3.0 CSL 


.THE INSPIRATIONAL ORIGINAL 
. ■' , MEETS ITS SUCCESSOR 

LeJcfit. The lightweight CSL Batmobile saw 
BMWs elegant Seventies coupe sent to 
bootcamp and returned fit for racing duty. 
It was a colourful period for the DTM and 
European JcHjring Car Championship, and 
the CSL dominated in 1975 - also scoring 
a class win at Le Mans - and ’75 through to 
’79. It was the first in BMW’s famous art 
car series, fact fans, though it’s arguably 
best enjoyed in silver and M-strip#d guise 
(before M existed). Also features the best 
use of wood in a car interior ever. 


the volumes on the car, and play with 
negative space.” 

This might be code for indulging 
in a little designery mischief. Like 
all the best stuff, the CSL polarises 
opinion, particularly at the front. No 
BMW has ever had a bigger set of kid- 
ney grilles, the company’s trademark 
pushed to the point where carica- 
ture turns plain silly. The extra-slim 
headlights are laser jobs, which chuck 
out illumination in an X shape. There 
are 21 in bi-colour alloys, with control 
blades on the wheel rims. Finished 
in Golf Yellow - an original colour - 
the CSL is every considerable inch 
a statement car. “Imagine if Arnold 
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PAST BMW 
VILLA D’ESTE 
CONCEPTS 

OTHER ITALIAN MASTERPIECES 
FROM THE GERMANS 


Ml (2008) 

Not just a reimagining of the Giugiaro- 
designed Ml supercar, but also inspired 
by Paul Bracq’s 1972 Turbo concept 


M Wood and carbon 
dominate minimalist 


cabin. DTM-stvIe 


'heel is milled al 


328 HOMMAGE (2011) 

Followed an earlier Mille Miglia 
concept, both inspired by BMW’s 
slender Thirties aluminium racer 


MINI SUPERLEGGERA (2014) 

Elfin Touring-bodied roadster 
is making the jump from show 

pony to real life _ 


Main display is^.^ 
direct ahead of 
driver. Adds the j 
warp-factor feel 


Schwarzenegger in full muscle mode 
turned up in the early Sixties,” Habib 
says, formulating an unusual analog- 
ical defence. “He would have been 
regarded as some sort of mutant. But 
30 years later, it was accepted. The 
canons of beauty change.” 

Equally controversial are the 
engorged wraparound front wings, | ^ 
the little aero blades on top a clear 
nod to the source. The carbon-fibre m 
side elements suck what little excess ■ 
visual weight there is clean out of its I 
silhouette, and frame a side-exit ex- m 
haust. The car’s rear three-quarters \ 

are also clearly iS-inspired, and the 
way the rear wing is integrated into the 
body compresses 40-odd years of de- - 
sign in a single act of sublime genius. A 
full-length LED strip ties it all together 
rather nicely. 

It’s expressly not just a slavish 
update of the old car, as Habib says. 
“Some of the parallels are not imme- ■ 
diately obvious. We wanted people to 
sense the family resemblance rather 
than see it straight off.” 
fi, The cockpit continues the cross- 

pollination. It’s beautifully minimal. 


with only a central eBoost charging 
display interrupting the wood strip 
that runs the full width of the cockpit 
- like the original - and laminated with 
the blue, purple and red M stripe at the 
edges. Everything else is housed in a .. 
central display on the steering column, 
including the air vents. 

A crash helmet is mounted in the 
transmission tunnel, and instead of 

) rear seats you get what BMW 
describes as covers for the eBoost 
energy accumulators. There’s some 
fancy 3D-reflector industrial light 
and magic going on there too, and 
a fire extinguisher with red anodised 
nozzles. The DTM-style steering wheel 
is detachable, most of its structure 
milled from a single piece of alumin- 
ium. Other highlights include double 
A-pillars, and an asymmetric roll cage. 

Is it feasible? Yes. Ish, BMW refuses 
to offer full disclosure, in a most- 
probably-doomed attempt to stop the 
entire car universe demanding that it’s 
built immediately. But TG can confirm 
that the CSL utilises 6-Series under- 
pinnings, and that it doesn’t need a 
posse of design studio underlings to 


make it move. It’s powered by an 
eBoost hybrid six-cylinder, and the 
CSL Hommage also runs i8-alike 
hybrid all-wheel-drive trickery. 

The answer, then, is clear. BMW 
needs to introduce a new one-make 
race series, and homologate a few 
hundred CSLs for road duty. If neces- 
sary, we’ll change our name to Hans or 
Dieter by deed poll. 
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The new asymmetric Altimax 
Sport guarantees precise 
steering response when 
cornering, and safe driving 
on wet roads. 

Altimax uses a modern silica 
tread compound to bridge the 
gap between wet performance 
and rolling resistance. The result? 
A tyre that grips and lasts, on wet 
and dry surfaces. 


AVAILABLE AT: 




BestDrive 


w' w.continentai.co.za 
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THIS MONTH’S 
IMPORTANT NEWS, 

IN BITE-SIZED MORSELS 


GTE seats feature 


human cheesewire 


I restraint devices i 


What’s with all 
the fast Golfs? 


Mitsuoka’s stretched 
MX-5. Oriental retro 

Japan’s weirdest purveyor of retro 
gets its hands on Mazda’s tiny 
roadster, makes it much longer. And 
uglier. And no more powerful. As 
literally no sensible human will ever 
ask: this, or a Porsche Cayman? 


GTI Clubsport, effectively a hopped- 
up GTI with 195kW, courtesy of that 
familiar 2.0-litre turbo petrol engine. 
The Clubsport, it has been confirmed, 
will launch in early 2016 to do battle 
with the Renault Megane RS and the 
rest of the 185kW-plus FWD hot- 
hatch crowd. 

Is that the lot? 

Hardly. Some time in 2016, VW 
looks likely to add to its Golf line-up 
the R400 (below), the production 
version of last years Beijing concept. 
That car made 295kW (400 horses, 
hence the name) from a 2.0-litre 
turbo, feeding all four wheels, as in 
the Golf R. That’s more power than 
an Audi RS5. A whole lot more. The 
future may be an uncertain place, but 
we can say this much for sure: it won’t 
be short of fast Golfs. 


AM GT a lot different 
from BMW’s 

Aston’s pet dinosaur, the DB9, is 
now available in GT specification. Its 
6-litre V12 gains 22 bits of power, 
registering 402kW, which trims a 
tenth of the 0-100 time. Tragically 
only available with that hateful six- 
speed Touchtronic box. 


Ooh, is that the new Golf GTI? 

No. That’s the Golf GTE Sport 
Concept, unveiled at May’s Worther- 
see tuner meet as a gift to the VW 
Group’s baseball-capped enthusiasts. 
Under its bonnet sits the 1.6-litre 
turbo four from VW’s Polo world 
rally car, making just short of 224kW. 
That’s supplemented by a pair of 
electric motors, one on either axle. 
Combined, they produce 295kW and 
671 Nm of torque, making this 4WD 
Golf capable of 0-1 OOkph in 4.5 
seconds, and 280kph. 

Sounds fruity. Can I buy it? 

Nope. Like that deranged W16 Golf 
from Worthersee in 2007, it’s strictly 
a concept, a caricature of the future of 
fast Golfs. Beyond the styling, it’s a bid 
to accustom us to the idea of hybrid 
hot hatches. 


Can’t you already buy a hybrid hot 
sort of Golf? 

True, VW now offers the Golf GTE in 
Europe, with a 1.4-litre TSI and e- 
motor returning a combined 150kW. 
But that is, in truth, more warm hatch 
than full-on hot hatch. If you want 
proper Golf-shaped thrills, you’ll need 
one of VW’s many other offerings. 
Remind me? 

Whereas, once upon a time, you could 
buy just one proper fast Golf in the 
shape of the GTI, now VW offers a 
plethora of Goify hot hatches: the 
162kW GTI; the 169kW GTI Perfor- 
mance Pack; and the 206kW Golf 
R - available in hatch or estate form 
(Europe only), of course. 

Phew. Is that the lot? 

Oh no. At the Worthersee show, 
Volkswagen also revealed the Golf 
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Audi must make this 
441 kW racing TT 

Clubsport concept uses 2.5-litre 
five-cylinder from the RS3, with 
electronic bi-turbo for R8-rivalling 
output. And it’s got a proper three 
pedal gearbox. Top speed? 310kph. 
Odds of production? Slim indeed. 



GTI 

The original hot 
Golf 162kW, 
FWD, shameless 
retro touches 
abound 


GTE 

A hot(tish) 
hybrid. 14 TSI 

+ e-motor = 
ISOkWand 
0-1 OOkph in 
7.6secs 


GTI Clubsport 

195kW, FWD, 

wants to punch 
the Megane 
RS in the face. 
Arrives next 
year 


R 

206kW, 
4WD. Civilised, 
heinous-fast, 
one of our very 
favourite hot 
hatches 


R400 

Likely to land 
in 2016. Likely 
to pack at least 

295kW. 
Possibly more. 
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Zagato’s Mostro is 
beautifully weird 

Inimitable Italian design house unveils 
V8-powered, RWD, carbon-fibre, 
big-bummed coupe inspired by 
1957’s Maserati 450 S. Just five will 
be built. They’re all sold. You couldn’t 
have afforded one anyhow. Sorry. 
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Giulia to school 
ze Germans 

There was a time when four-door Alfas could 
outrun M3s and AMGs. Time for a revival. 


A lfa-Romeo M3 rival. Sounds quite 

absurd. The car pictured on this page, 
Alfa’s achingly pretty new Giulia, is 
supposed to be just such a thing. 

Quite a bit more powerful than M3 
and matching G63 S kilowatt-for-kilowatt, its 
allegedly Ferrari-inspired (Alfa’s words) 3-litre, 
twin-turbo V6 is good for 375kW. It’s rear- 
wheel drive too and Alfa’s claim is that Giulia 
will run a true 3.9 sec o-iookph time, faster 
than either M3 or even a C63. 

Cloaked by typically pretty Alfa perfor- 
mance car styling, especially that fetchingly 
modern interpretation of the classic Giulietta 
Sprint grille, are some very trick components. 


All suspension bits, even the subframes, are 
aluminium. Roof and bonnet? Both carbon- 
fibre. Even the propshaft’s made from Fi’s 
string-and-glue wonder material. The result? 

A perfectly symmetrical (50:50) distribution of 
only 1500kg. 

Suspicions are that with a true torque-vec- 
toring rear-differential and madly sophisti- 
cated - as only Italian engineers can - double 
wishbone front suspension with a semi-virtual 
steering axis, Giulia should reward exception- 
ally gifted drivers rather pleasantly and scare 
most owners’ silly. A proper RWD perfor- 
mance Alfa, then. 

Haters will hate and project failure for 


Alfa’s attempt to usurp the compact four-door 
performance car dominance that is German. 
M3. AMG G63. History, though, ironically 
sides with Alfa. Back in 1993, the last time Alfa 
built a credible four-door performance car, 
the racing version absolutely dominated the 
greatest tin-top racing series the world had 
ever seen. It was DTM. AMG’s best were there, 
many M3S too. And Alfa won the title and most 
of the races. 

Gould Giulia become a spiritual, road- 
going, successor to 155 V6 and the true 
alternative to German compact performance 
four-door ownership? Alfa certainly hopes so. 
We suspect Jaguar, not so much. 


Explore more of the world with 
the new British Airways Credit Card 


^BRITISH AIRWAYS 



Our new card offers more Avios for reward flights and hotel stays, faster. And, because you get bonus Avios on your first transaction, 
you'll soon be welcomed in more places too. 


‘ Get rewarded with up to 9,000 bonus Avios on initial transactions* 

‘ 1 Avios for every R7,50 spent and 1 Avios for every R5 spent with British Airways, 
BP and Pick n Pay 

" Priority check-in, tranquil and stylish complimentary Airport Lounge and Cabin 
Upgrade vouchers** 

* Increased spend gives you your own Airport Lounge access card. 

Companion and Upgrade vouchers (when you travel domestically)*** 

" Receive access to World MasterCard® Rewards travel benefits. 


For more information visit Ibacard.co.za) call 0861 422 000 or SMS 'World’ to 48333. 

Standard SMS rates and terms and conditions apply. 


The British Airways Credit Card is issued by Absa Bank Limited (Reg No. 1986/004794/06- Authorised Financial Services Provider, Registered 
Credit Provider with NCRCP No. 7). British Airways Credit Card terms and conditions apply. Reward flights and hotel stays subject to availability. 
Taxes, terms and carrier fees apply. *Receive 9,000 Avios made up of 5,000 bonus Avios on your first transaction and 4,000 Avios when you spend 
R24,000 in the first three months. **Spend R50,000 on purchases each year to receive complimentary Airport Lounge and Cabin Upgrade vouchers 
(valid for 6 months). ***Spend R200,000 on purchases each year to receive your personal Airport Lounge access card (valid for 12 months), 
plus a Companion voucher and a Cabin Upgrade voucher for two on domestic flights. 


^ bofdaycord 


The MasterCard Brand Mark is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 
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When you dump used motor oil into drains, or dispose 
of it unsafely, you're not only threatening the environment, 
you're threatening your well-being too. Used oil isa hazardous 
waste that can contaminate drinking water. Always use ROSE 
approved collectors and recyclers to dispose of your used oil. 




For more information call the ROSE Foundation on 021 448 7492. 


Email: |usedoilgiiafrica.com| or visit: |www.rosefoundation.org.zal 


RECYCLING OIL SAVES THE ENVIRONMENT 
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Irishf Kacingltvreeii. 

That’s what we 
should’ve called it” 


STORIES FROM OUR WEIRD WORLD, WITH ADDED BITS FROM THE TELLY BOYS 


THE COLOURFUL HISTORY OF RACING LIVERIES TURNOVER 


TOPGEAR 



flOll TO 


DESIGN A 
LEGENDARY 
LIVERY 

THE STORY OF RACING STRIPES 

WORDS: DAN READ / ILLUSTRATIONS: IAN HUTCHINSON 




efore grand prix racing was 
known as grand prix rac- 
ing, there was the Gordon 
Bennett Cup. It was nation 
against nation, and eaeh 
ear sported its eountry’s 
eolours. With red, white 
and blue already taken, Britain needed something 
else. The problem was solved in 1903 when it was 
our turn to host the Cup. But with motorsport 
banned in the UK, the event was aetually held in 
Ireland, where - as a mark of respeet to the hosts 
and display of English manners - the British team 
painted their ears in shamroek green. 

Irish Raeing Green. By rights, that’s what 
we should have ealled it. But despite its roots, it 
beeame the ieonie uniform of British raeing ears 
from that day forward, albeit in various shades 
of olive, emerald and moss. And it would remain 
that way for another 60 years or so, before simple 
national eolours and big, simple raee numbers 
were replaeed by more eomplex designs, when 
eorporate sponsorship arrived in Formula One 
for the first time. 

“Grand prix cars 
became rolling 
billboards for 
fags, booze 
and petrol” 




That happened in 1968, when the Lotus 49 
turned up in Monaeo wearing the red and white 
of Gold Leaf tobaeeo. Thanks to a perfeet eoneoe- 
tion of rising eosts, growing audienees and rieh 
sponsors, this eaught on in a big way, and grand 
prix ears beeame rolling billboards for fags, booze 
and petrol. This might have upset keen moralists 
- ultimately the eigarette ads were banned - but 
like it or not, they inarguably gave us some of the 
best paintjobs, from Marlboro MeLarens to Lueky 
Strike Hondas. 

Meanwhile, Le Mans had its Silk Cut Jags, 
Rothmans Porsehes... and who eould forget the 
blue and orange of Gulf Oil? You don’t need 
images to pieture the ieonie maehines and the 
eolours they earned. Sometimes they defined 
entire eras and beeame virtually inseparable from 
the ears and drivers they deeorated. Sometimes 
they were one-offs that were more sueeessful 
than the ear. And for every great one, there was 
an artistie atroeity. 

So how hard ean it be? Is it some mysterious 
and areane art, or simply eolouring-in for grown- 
ups? To find out, we shall now attempt to design 
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Ian Hutch 


contem 
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HORIZONTAL STRIPES: 
MAKING RACE CARS 
LOOK FAST SINCE 
THE EIGHTIES 


our own. Or rather, we’ve asked someone else to 
do it. His name is Ian Hutehinson, and he’s the 
man responsible for some of the most legendary 
liveries of the ’80s and 1990s, ineluding the yUp 
Jordan 191 (whieh saw the debut of one M. Sehu- 
maeher), some Marlboro MeLarens, and every 
Mild Seven Benetton or Renault. He was also the 
man behind those Le Mans-winning Silk Cut Jags. 

“At one time, I was working for several of the 
teams on the Fi grid,” he says. “This was a time 
before massive seereey, before in-house graphie 
departments, when teams trusted outside agents 
with blueprints and ear designs. So I often knew 
the design and shape of the ear well before the 
first raee. If not. I’d buy a seale model of the 
previous season’s ear - baek then, the ear’s basie 
shape didn’t ehange that mueh. This would give 
me my outline, like the border of a jigsaw puzzle.” 

This was a time before eomputers helped out, 
when peneils and paint brushes ruled. As Ian puts 
it, design went from “head to hand”, rather than 
through a motherboard. It was also a time when 
Fi ears were generally simpler and prettier than 
they are today, whieh made a livery guru’s job 

easier. But the prineiples are still the same: 
the paying sponsor maximum visual impaet, 
maehine look mean and lean. Using 
ear, some TopGear logos and fietional 
we shall now demonstrate - with some 
how it’s done... 


STEP1 Logo 

A raeing ear isn’t dimply a blank eanvas, and you- 
don’t start with a beautiful livery into whieh you 
slap sponsor logos. In fhqt, you aetually work 
the other way around, by placing the logos in their 
eontraeted positions and going from there. Then 
there are regulations to eonsider - eaeh ear must 
earry a raee number, the manufaeturer’s badge, 
the driver’s name and national flag and so on; 
though they ean be ghosted and redueed in size, 
as far as the rules allow. 
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1968 

Lotus 49B 


SINCE 1968 

Martini stripes 


1993 

Williams FW15C 


STEP 2 Body lining 

Once that’s done, you ean work on creating shapes 
and lines around the rest of the elements. The idea 
is to ereate movement even when the ear is stationary 
- flowing and wavy horizontal lines will visually lower the 
ear and ereate a sense of speed, whereas vertieal ones will stop 
it dead. As a general rule, you should follow the lines of the ear - 
aerodynamie shapes are naturally beautiful, so don’t fight them. 
As Fi ears beeome uglier, this gets harder, espeeially when a ear’s 
shape ehanges raee-by-raee - henee the need for in-house graph- 
ie departments, as opposed to external suppliers who might leak 
sensitive information. 

STEPS Brand identity 

what looks good on a fag paeket might look wrong as it passes 
by at 32okph on a sidepod, espeeially to the television eameras, 
and eorporate branding guidelines seldom eonsider how a logo 
— mightjpok onee stuek to a ear and beamed around the world____^ 
at raeing speed. However, tWgain additional: s^onds of brand 
reeognition, and therefore ereate happy sponsors who eough 
up again next season, there are eertain visual trieks you ean use 
without losing the eore identity of the sponsor. 


STEP 4 Optical illusions ^ 

It mighrseenihke an obvious one, but --b^ckyln the day - Ian’s 
teehnique of adding a drop shadow was a reyoTutionary triek 
that helped a logo to float off the ear, rather/than being abaorbed 
into tlie baekground. Adding a 'keyline’ - a' solid border around"--- 
the letters - also helps it to stand out, as does filling in negative 
spaees with.a bloek fill. But the most diMeult one for a big brand 
to aeeept is whqn a designer distorts a, logo eompletely... 

x /■' 

STEPS Warp speed 

If you were to whaek a standard logo on a eurvy ear, it might get 
lost in the folds and bulges. Tb rgake it appear eorreet, it must 
be stretehed in weird ways to t}ie*curvature of the ear. If you .. 
were to lay the stieker flat, aw4y from the ear, it might sytell in 
the middle or taper at the ehd, but onee applied-ta the ear it 
looks eorreet and familiar/Same deal-fof artwork on the nose - 
from above it \ooks.elongdfedj but viewed head on it’s fine, like a 
._'SL0W’"sign painted on the road. It might look odd on paper, or 
even from a metre away, but what you see in reality is not 
what you get on TV. Onee upon a time, teams would even hold 
livery test days, when ears would do laps in front of eameras with 
pit stops for new paintjobs to deeide whieh worked best. 
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2007 

Honda RA107 


THE BEST, THE 
WORST & THE 
WEIRDEST 

WHEN LIVERIES ARE GOOD, THEY’RE WONDERFUL BUT THEN 
THERE ARE THE OTHER ONES THAT ARE ALL TOO MEMORABLE.. 


iEST 


WEIRDEST 


2015 

Lotus Mad Ma 


2012 Red BulIRBS 
(Silverstone) 


1968 

Lotus 49B 


1977 

Brabhann BT45B 


1986 

Lotus 98T 


1990 1993 

McLaren MP4/5B Williams FW15C 


2000 

Jaguar R1 


WORST 


STEP 6 Colouring in 

Now for the fun bit - it’s time to add some eolour. Every big brai>d 
has a set of identity guidelines that ineludes^speajic Pantone 
references - weVe gone for the TopGearTjIues, but it eould just' 
as easily be Marlboro’s hoeket redJ.--Tlie ehallenge is to earefplly 
integrate them into the bod}dihes and around the logos, perfiaps just 
.using a few approved shades rather than attempting to u§d them all 
in a hideou.s raipbow. Using white also helps to reduee visual weight, 
makes thp-eaf IdOh-lower, and - in the ease of the white strip on our 
eaj.---if ’s a handy eanvas for the smaller sponsors, y 

STEP? The Taste police ^ 

Colour will always eause eontroversy,htrf ,the teams’ and 
designers’ hands are often tied, asiihey. can’t control 
the corporate tones that define their car. Unless of 
course you’re Eddie Jordan. Wlieh he entered Fi in 
1989 he was determined to.have a green car to repre- 
sent the colours of his homeland; so, as Ian attests, 

Eddie approached €very major corporate with an ap- 
propriate idenfity until he found a sponsor. That’s how the 
yUp car came about, and it made sure Irish Racing Green 
finally had its day... 








ince a massive bucket- 
load of the proverbial got 

S engaged too closely with the 

air-moving device and I no 
longer have an office to go 
to, I have travelled almost 
exclusively by bike of late. 

This has not been a decision driven by either 
reduced circumstances or a desire to put on a 
public show of it. Rather, I have enjoyed being 
freed from the need to turn up wherever I’m 
going looking like something other than a sack 
of badger droppings. Biker Face and Flelmet 
Flair is a bit of an issue if, on arrival, you’re going 
to be reguired to remove the lid and bump your 
gums in front of a camera. 

While my television career has not been 
founded on model looks, it doesn’t help if viewers 
keep being sick or hiding behind the sofa when 
they see me. Now, though, turning up for various 
things on my suddenly shortened ‘to do’ list, I 
can afford to look like what I really am: a shabby, 
poorly dressed bike fanatic who doesn’t mind too 
much how bad his hair looks, because from where 
he’s standing, it’s very difficult to see anyway. 

If I’m completely honest, I probably prefer 
travelling by bike, perhaps precisely because it 
is something I have always done in private rather 
than for work - aside from a catastrophic spell 

“NOW I CAN AFFORD 
TO LOOK LIKE WHAT I 
REALLY AM: A SHABBY, 
POORLY DRESSED 
BIKE FANATIC” 



hosting a bike show on an early digital channel 
where I learned just how fervently bikers believe 
themselves to be right on every matter concern- 
ing their favourite subject, and any opinion you 
care to venture that differs even minutely from 
theirs serves only to encourage such a barrage of 
loathing that it’s guite difficult to stand up. 

Anyway, I was setting out on my bike once 
again this week, this time to attend the pres- 
entation of a new bike for the excellent Severn 
Freewheeler’s charity Blood Bikers, who trans- 
port the essential red goo across the country to 
patients in desperate and dire need of it. Given 
the lifesaving and important work that these 
riders and their supporters carry out, I figured 
they wouldn’t give two hoots if a bloke off the 
telly (or, as was pointed out on the day a number 
of times, who was once on the telly) turned up 
looking a bit shabby, so I hopped on the bike to 
at least make a show of bikerly solidarity with 
them when I arrived - even if my most impor- 
tant trips are transporting my tatty carcass to 
the shops, whereas theirs are focused more on 
saving lives and stuff. 

Leaving home, I made a decision to go the 
back route to the freeway. It’s shorter, twistier 
and altogether more fun, and I had left precisely 
the right amount of time to make it to Chel- 
tenham for the event. This way was guicker. 
Approaching a guiet village a couple of kays 
from the freeway, I found the road blocked, with 
a sign telling me that roadworks were happening. 
A man was loitering near the sign, and I flipped 
the visor to ask if I could get past to the freeway. 
No I couldn’t, came the fairly clear reply. “But 
I’m late, and if I could just nip down the side of 
whatever you’re doing round there... I’m on a 
bike... it’s smaller than a car... I’ll go really slowly...” 
No good. A stone wall was what my words hit. 

I decided to take the plunge and risk it with 
the big one: “Look, I’m going to a charity event. 
There are people waiting there, and I don’t want 


to disappoint them.” I felt bad, but come on, 
there were and I didn’t. And then came what was 
clearly seen on the part of the deliverer of it as a 
devastating, irrefutable and absolute denial that 
would stand no guestioning and end the debate 
immediately and rather completely. “There are 
Men Working down there.” Fie tipped his head 
at the guiet village behind him, wherein presum- 
ably a couple of chaps were busily digging up or 
laying down the road. 

I didn’t argue. What was the point? “There 
are Men Working down there.” It was such a 
clear thing, so absolute; there was no disput- 
ing it. When the hell did this happen? ‘Men at 
Work’ used to be a fine, firm, resounding phrase, 
resolute with manly intent and grim determi- 
nation. Sturdy chaps toiling with pick and drill, 
labouring hard to make money for their families 
or to sguander in the pub. When did it suddenly 
take on an air of delicacy and fragility? But take 
on that air it has: to the modern ear, the phrase 
is riddled with urgency and care and great notes 
of caution. “Oh no, there are Men Working. We 
must be careful, lest we surprise them or worry 
them or scuff their little shiny vests with our 
horrid car or nasty, noisy motorbike.” 

We’re ruined. We’ve had it. Finished. I looked 
at the roadworks bloke’s eyes. Fie was a sturdy 
fellow, big arms, the sort of character who could 
guite mess up my teenage Friday night where I 
grew up simply because he objected to my at- 
tempts at dancing with whatever girls were float- 
ing around the only club in town. But he stood 
there on this day, head slightly bowed, brow 
furrowed and hands clenched with anxiety at the 
very idea of a moving motorcycle going within a 
hundred metres of these delicate, precious Men 
at Work. Time was, a person might be asked if 
they were man or mouse. I think I’d rather be the 
mouse. I don’t imagine ‘Mice at Work’ carries 
guite such a limp and delicate sense of self- 
absorbed fragility. 
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MEK! THIS IS YOUR FACE CREME 


Try the quick and easy FACE CREME for better looking skin. It's NON-GREASY, FAST ABSORBING 
and more AFFORDABLE than you think. Also available in Even Tone Creme v/ith UV protection. 


FIND OUT MORE AT NIVEAMEN.CO.ZA 
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n ve never liked the McLaren 
12C quite as much as the 
Ferrari 458, but really, there’s 
not much in it. They’re both 
rather brilliant. 

Similarly, if I ever man- 
aged to drive the TheFerrari with the Porsche 918 
and the PI, I think the Fezza would cream it, just. 
But I don’t doubt for a moment that the other two 
will be outstanding. 

Then again, so they should be. Flave you seen 
how much these things cost? If I forked out that 
sort of cash for a car and it was anything less than 
life-changing. I’d want a refund. 

Flere’s my point: of course a car costing as 
much as a house will be good. It has to be, be- 
cause elsewhere you can buy something that will 
do the same essential job for well under R200k. 

Last week, for complex reasons of domestic 
politics centred around the abuse my 911 was 
taking, I bought a new Fiat Panda. Because I 
turned up at the dealership with cash, happy to 
buy something basic from stock in any vaguely 
acceptable colour, I was able to do a good deal. 
About half an hour and R1 50k later, I (we) be- 

“HAVEYOU EVER THOUGHT 
WHAT’S INVOLVED IN 
THE MANUFACTURE 
OF ONE RAIL BEARING? 
HOW DO THEY DO THAT?” 



came the owner of a white Panda Pop. 

This is the most monastic Panda. There’s no 
aircon, and you have to stick the key in the door 
to open it. I haven’t done that for years. The trim 
is basic, and the wheels have plastic hub caps. It’s 
absolutely brilliant. 

Now look: I haven’t disappeared so far up my 
own exhaust pipe that I don’t realise that R150k 
is still a lot of money. Of course it is. But you are 
getting a whole new car for that, and you can 
drive it to the other side of the world, just as you 
can the 458 Speciale, but save at least R4 million 
while you’re at it. 

As with the supercar, the important bits of 
the Panda are made from regular car-making 
materials - steel and aluminium alloy, mainly. 
There’s less of the Panda, but materials them- 
selves are quite cheap. It’s design, engineering 
and production that cost money. Obviously the 
economies of scale come in to all this but that’s 
of no concern to me. I bought one Panda for the 
May household, and I honestly don’t care how 
many other people have one. 

Let’s delve a bit deeper and consider one 
component, like a piston or a gear or a wheel 
hub. These things have in them the legacy of 
centuries of engineering effort and philosophy, 
and are incredibly complex things in their own 
right, whatever car they’re on. There are thou- 
sands of bits like this in even the most basic car. 

In fact, in engineering terms, none of this is 
basic at all. A car is one of the most complex 
manufactured goods you can ever hope to own. 
Only your desktop computer possibly rivals it as 
a monument to civilian technological brilliance at 
a bargain price. 

I mean, have you ever thought what’s 
involved in the manufacture of one ball bearing? 


Flow the hell do they do that, that accurately, 
and that consistently? By comparison, houses 
are made of poo, and clothing is just a load of 
threads. Cars are amazing. 

That’s why it always bothers me when a new 
car company announces that it’s reviving the 
famous Scrotum and Wingback marque (or 
whatever) and will be building an uncompro- 
mised money-no-object supercar. Of course 
they will, because that’s easy. But building a 
great hatchback for under R200 000 is bloody 
difficult, so we need people like Fiat, VW and 
Flyundai to do that. 

This is why I’ve enjoyed driving the Panda 
so much. It’s not quick or in any other way espe- 
cially exciting, but instead it offers the chance to 
marvel at just how much genius can be yours for 
such a reasonable amount of cash. It feels like 
beating the system. 

But at the same time I sense a deep irony 
around it. One day, probably not that far off in 
the timespan of history, the basic requirement 
to get around will be met by something other 
than the car. No-one will need to drive. 

Like canal boats and horses before - things 
that were once used for vital work, but are now 
the preserve of hippies and weirdos - cars will 
become a hobby, and the roads will be the 
paid-for playground of those who are actually 
interested. There will be no requirement for cars. 

In which case, if you’re still with us, you’ll want 
something like the Ferrari 458 Speciale, or may- 
be a Caterham Seven 160, or even something 
really horrific such as a classic Lamborghini. 

And then the thing that made the ordinary 
car such a God-given miracle - that it is so 
accessible - will have disappeared. Tragically, it’s 
the Panda that will become extinct. 
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THE WORLD’S ULTIMATE BIZJET JUST GOT A BIT MORE ULTIMATE 



What’s this, then? 

You’re looking at the world’s fastest, 
longest-legged business jet, now with 
an extended range. The ‘basic’ 650 
model was launched back in 2012, 
but this is the new ‘ER’ - extended 
range - version. 

How far will it go? 

At a typical cruising speed of Mach 
0.85, it can travel over 7500 nautical 
miles (13 890km) without stopping. So if 
you fancy flying from New York to Hong 
Kong in one hop, you’re in luck. 


But I’m only going to 
Bloom... 

Good news! Over shorter distances 
with less baggage, when you’re not 
worried about fuel levels, it’ll fly up 
to Mach 0.925 - that’s 1155kph, or 
just under the speed of sound. 

How much is it? 

About R750m for the basic model, but 
that’s before you raid the options list. 
You could choose more seats for your 
mates, or leave them behind and build 
some beds instead. 


Excellent. Put me down 
for two! 

Not so fast. There’s a four-year waiting 
list for the 650, even for the most mon- 
ied celebs. Only 50 or so planes have 
been built so far, for the likes of Ralph 
Lauren and Oprah Winfrey. 

Anything else I should know? 

The air inside is refreshed every two 
minutes, and cabin pressure is higher 
than your average airliner, which helps 
to oxygenate the blood and reduce the 
effects of jet lag. 



SPEC 

SHEET 


ENGINES 


2 X Rolls-Royce BR725 


POWER 


15 331kg thrust total 


TOP SPEED 


Mach 0.925 (1135kph) 


7500+ nautical miles 
(at Mach 0.85) 



LENGTH 


I 30.41 metres 

\ 

l30.36 metres! 


HEIGHT 


MAX TAKE-OFF 
WEIGHT. 


mm 

R750 000 000 




1. Bombardier Global 8000 | 2. Embraer Legacy 650 

In development, due to arrive in 2017 At R330m, this is the cheapest option 


PLANET TG / tt002 



% 









finest STORIES 

rescued FROM 

the dusty 
CORNERS OF 
OUR VAULT 


From 
the TG 

archive 


he first speed hunters 


arrived in Daytona in 1902, 
attraeted by the long, hard- 
paeked sands where they 
eould wring out their home- 
made eontraptions in a lawful fashion. 

First to break a land-speed reeord there 
was Fred Marriott in his steam-powered 
Roeket - his 200kph run was greater than 
the eontemporary rail-speed reeord and 
remained the benehmark for steam-powered vehieles until 25 August 2009. 

Over the next 25 years or so, the overall land-speed reeord would be broken 
many times at Daytona, and at Ormond Beaeh to whieh it’s eonneeted. In 
1927 it was the plaee where Henry Segrave beeame the first human to drive at 
200mph (322kph) , before passing the British baton to Maleolm Campbell, who 
set five reeords on the sand. 

In 1936 it also beeame a plaee to raee. The offieial Daytona Beaeh Road 
Course was exaetly that: a half-sand, half-tarmae oval that straddled the 
beaeh and seafront, where hotels, diners and hotdog stands were sprouting 
as fast as the grass. 

The eourse would eventually beeome the spiritual home of Ameriean stoek 
ear raeing, and in 1948, Bill Franee founded NASCAR in Daytona. In 1957 he 
built the Daytona International Speedway inland from the beaeh eourse, but 
modelled on its layout. 

With the raeers on their own eireuit, and with speed-reeord ears now far too 
fast for the beaeh - they’d moved to expansive deserts and dry lakebeds - the 
beaeh was given over to regular traffie and sunseekers, a tradition that eontin- 
ues to this day, despite a 16kph limit... 


HOW UNUSUAL GEOGRAPHY 
LED TO MOTORING HISTORY 

WORDS: DAN READ IMAGE: J. BAYLOR ROBERTS/GETTY 


1. WH0 

American people 

2. WHAT 

Driving on the beach 

3. WHERE 

Daytona Beach, FL 

4. WHEN 

The Fifties 


32 AUGUST 2015 ^ |to pg e ar.co.z a | 




Blin k 

J you’ll buy it 


THIS MONTH S TOP LOT 

Porsche 718 
RS61 

Engine 1587cc4cyl 
Year 1961 
When 26 June, 
Bonhams 
Estimate R30m 

The Porsche Type 718 arrived in 
1957, replacing and improving 
upon the by-then four-year-old 
550 Spyder on which its design was 
based. Favoured by such drivers as 
Graham Hill and Stirling Moss, the 
Type 718 clocked victories at the 
Ntirburgring 1000km, Targa Florio 
and 12hrs of Sebring. 

This RS61 (of which just 14 
examples were made) is owned by 
Moss himself. Its the car in which 
he contested his last-ever race, 
but not one he ever drove back in 
his glory days. It was bought new 
by an American, and campaigned 
successfully up and down the East 
Coast until it went into semi- 
retirement in 1965. Since its 
restoration. Moss bought it to use in 
historic events such as the Le Mans 
Classic race after falling “in love 
with it all over again”. 





GARMIN NUVICAM LMT 

Between a sea of unlicensed drivers and 
unroadworthy vehicles, South Africa’s roads 
are increasingly resembling the Wild West. 

It may be dog eats dog every time you dare get 
behind the wheel, but the Garmin nuviCam LMT 
will give your cause some more teeth. That’s 
because it’s not only a GPS device, but it’s also got 
a built-in dashcam. In addition, the nuviCam can 
also issue lane departure and forward collision 
warnings, is voice activated and integrates with your 
smartphone via Bluetooth. So you can beat the 
Nigerians, but you no longer need a German car to 
do so. R4999; Cape Union Mart 


OUR CHOICE OF THIS MONTH’S TOP-SPEC STUFF 



LOOFLIGHTER 


CHIPOLO BLUETOOTH LOCATOR TOPGEAR DVD RANGE 


^ South Africans love to braai. So it is a bit odd 
' to look to the Swedes for help, but the 
Looftlighter lights your fire faster by blowing 
superheated air instead of igniting conventional wet 
fuel. Comes with 5m cord, an all-important 
integrated bottle opener and sadly, a 1500- 
1800 W Eskom-endorsed powe r output. Damn. 
R599; [t'hegadgetshop.co.z^ 


^ If you’re constantly losing things, the 
' coin-sized Chipolo Bluetooth tracker is what 
you seek. Attach it to your phone or keys and it will 
buzz a warning on your chosen mobile device once 
it falls outside of the 60m range. The last known 
location also gets automatically saved. Available in 
a range of colours, and work s with wives and 
children, too. Handy. R599; [takealot.c<^ 


With the TopGear TV show now nothing but 
^ a faint memory - at least until it respawns in 
2016 - it’s time to get all sentimental and start 
collecting. The TopGearstuff website features an 
extensive collection of DVDs from older seasons, as 
well as standalone films. It’s a little early for 
Christmas, but then you’ve n ever needed an excuse 
to treat yourself From R59; |topgearstuffco.za| 
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WATCHES 


TAG HEUER CARRERA 
CALIBRE HEUERQ1 


This isn’t just any TAG Heuer Carrera. This 
/ Calibre Heuer, the latest addition to the 
Carrera family has been christened 01 to 
honour the company founder, Edouard Heuer, and also 
because the watch signals a whole new departure from 
preceding Carreras. 

The lightweight titanium case now comprises 12 
separate and modular components instead of the 
traditional solitary piece, thereby unlocking a world of 
possibilities in colour and material use for future 
generations of the Carrera. 

As befits all sporty TAGs, the 01 is fitted with a 
chronograph. It also comes with a rubber strap and 
is water resistant to 100 metres. 

R74995; picotandmoss.co.za 


NOMOS METRO 58 DATUM 

^ To kick off our trio of Germans, how about this 
/ one from Nomos? Evolving an existing model, 
Nomos has stripped away all but the most fundamental 
things required of a watch, leaving behind the sort of 
sub-zero styling the brand is best known for. 

R4251 9; |nomos-glashuette.com| 


JUNGHANS MAX BILL 
CHRONOSCOPE 


BRAUN BN0042 


^ Here’s another lesson in minimalism. It’s called 
the Max Bill, after the Bauhaus master who 
designed the original. And like any of his creations - 
from buildings to typefaces - the beauty is in its 
unfussy simplicity. R28855 approx; [Junghans.d^ 


^ A square-faced classic from the company that 
^ also makes electric shavers and other 
body-grooming devices. The BN0042 comes in 
grey or black, both of which have a stainless steel 
case holding a quartz mov ement to help keep th e 
price down. From R2115; |braun-clocks.com| 
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JEEP RENEGADE 

Fiat 500 gets cowtiov boots and a Stetson 


HYUNDAI VELOSTER TURBO ADDIA1 

Ketean ambition: bot batch teaiitv i Posb Poio gains ttick LEDs, it's an Audi, 


TYPER VS GOLF R 

Heimetsen.gieves off 






emember that wacky relative 
who’d always 'steal your 
nose’? A hilarious aet when 
you’re three years old. 

But when you’re 21, and [spoiler alert] 
patently aware that they haven’t pilfered 
your proboseis, you wish they’d bring 
something more than just that one triek 
to the family braai. 

The previous-gen Corsa OPC was that 
relative. The later ones fitted with a faee- 
warping Drexler meehanieal limited-slip 
differential were peaehes - TG Award- 
worthy, in faet - but ultimately, a bit of a 
one-triek wonder. 

Well, fans of eompaet hot hatehes. 


we bring good news. Opel’s seeond 
proper eraek at a go-faster Corsa is more 
homogenous, mature and well-round- 
ed. But erueially, still fun. Powering the 
front wheels is the same 1.6-litre turbo 
engine from the old ear, but with new air 
filters, intereooler and a reworked Remus 
exhaust (previously only seen on limited 
editions) now standard. 

The headline stats are 152kW and 
245Nm of torque. Deploy a gratuitous 
right foot, and an overboost funetion sees 
that torque swell to 280Nm for 11 see- 
onds. That’s enough to see off O-lOOkph 
in 6.8 seeonds, and on to a top speed of 
230kph: slower than a Clio Renaultsport, 





SNAPSHOT 


Overboost function 
takes torque from 
245to280Nm 


IN DETAIL 



Front-drive Corsa 
OPC is ferociously 
fighty, but fun 



Zero to hero in 
under seven seconds 
thanks to 152kW 


but most importantly, faster than a Ford 
Fiesta ST. 

Overall power output may not have 
ehanged, but a quiek look at the ehassis 
reveals a eomprehensive nose-to-tail 
revamp. Sitting 10mm lower with triek 
dampers from Koni, plus all-new bushes, 
uprights, a stiffer rear suspension set-up, 
plus different anti-roll bars, and (for the 
first time) a two-stage ESC system, it’s 
a serious shopping list. 

Proves a spirited eompanion, too. 
Thanks to a re-map and slightly raised red 
line, torque has been spread thieker from 
1900rpm to 5800rpm. This means you’re 
not fighting lag; and as you’re in a juieier 
power band more often, there’s no need 
to seurry through the new shorter-throw 
but slightly stodgy gearbox. 

It’s not all good news. Yes, the engine 
delivery is responsive, but it doesn’t will 
you on and ask for a thrashing. In its 
stride, at SOOOrpm, it drones, not sings. 
Plus there’s dreadful tyre roar from the 
18in wheel/Pilot Super Sport eombo 
that’ll eertainly be optioned on pretty 
mueh all ears. 

At higher speeds on fissured roads, the 
Corsa feels impressively eonfident: thank 
the triek Koni dampers for that. Unlike 
the Astra OPC - whieh employs FlexRide 


[specs; •l5g8GG,4GVlpelrollurl]0,FWD,152l{W,245Niii 9GM ®Z5l/]00kiii,]74g/kii]C02 •0-]00kpl]lnG.8seG,230l{pli Ol368kg 0Notvet 
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damping - to save weight, little brother 
Corsa has dampers that vary meehanieally 
rather than eleetronieally. There’s an extra 
valve in the damper housing that opens 
when things get overly busy and bumpy. 
So, around town, the ride is seriously 
firm. Go a bit quieker on bumpy stuff, and 
the valve opens up, softening the ride but 
without eompromising body eontrol. 

But to get the most out of the ear you 
have to spee the optional Performanee 
Paek. Opel South Afriea is still undeeided 
on whether or not to inelude it in the 
overall paekage as standard, but we’ll find 
out soon enough when the ear arrives 
here in Q4. In Europe, it’s a eommitment 
that’ll relieve you of around R45 000, but 
morph your ear into a de-badged version 
of the Niirburgring Edition that won a TG 
Award baek in 20 1 1 . 

The Performanee Paek offers no 
extra power, but you do reeeive a more 
sporting damper set-up, larger, more 
powerful 330mm four-pot Brembo brakes 
(they’re 308mm standard issue), and 18in 
wheels - plus, best of all, that voodoo diff 
sandwiehed between the front wheels. 
Your forearms will be the first to notiee 
the differenee, as the ear is innately more 
meehanieal and a bit fighty. But good 
fighty... if sueh a thing exists. 

Feeding the throttle provides a more 
viseeral, lairy driving experienee as the 



VERDICT 

No longer a 
one-trick pony, 
but a Fiesta ST 
still offers the 
best value. 


diff loeks up and sniffs out grip like a trae- 
tion-happy truffle hog. Onee found, it’ll 
slingshot you around eorners at a heroie 
rate. It’s brutal, and massively addietive. 
Unfortunately, any feedbaek trying to tele- 
graph itself from the front-driven wheels 
is lost in the plump, squidgy flat-bottom 
steering wheel. With the ESC in Compe- 
tition mode, there’s adjustability, so you 
ean twerk the rear end and then use the 
diff to dig down and pull the front around 
for a tighter line. Fun, that. 

At 1368kg, it weighs more than its 
predeeessor. And the new fifth-gen 
Corsa body shell does mueh to water 
down the stubby, pugnaeious looks that 
onee pleased the drive-through ear park 
eommunity so mueh. But the tell-tale 
hot-hateh hallmarks remain: overzealous 
OPC badging, swollen arehes, a eurvy rear 
spoiler, the option to wrap the grille and 
mirrors in earbon effeet, and a peeuliar 
monobrow faux airvent tjhing. It all forms 


THE RIVALS 


FORD FIESTA 
ST 

Class standard 
has accurate 
steering, an 
energetic turbo, 
and a tail keen 
to slide. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Drilled pedals an ode to hot-hatch 
heritage. Often badly innitated by 
unscrupulous afternnarket types 

Scratch-magnet piano black 
remains, but new centre stack an 
improvement in style and function 

Awful black-on-blue OPC heinn 
graphic gone. Wheel has a snnaller 
boss; also flatter around the bottonn 

Flood of digital information now 
displayed between dials, instead of 
a solidary analogue fuel gauge 

Modified sliding block and cabling 
yield 13% shorter shifts through the 
gate. Result? Half a second quicker 


a more mature paekage. 

Performanee Paek or none, we expeet 
the OPC’s priee to be north of R300 000, 
making the Corsa a bit more expensive 
than its Blue Oval adversary. And, with 
the Clio Renaultsport going soft, auto- 
matie and laggy (at least until the arrival 
of the 220 Trophy in a few months) , that 
ultra-sharp performanee end of the diddy 
hateh speetrum is eurrently the Corsa 
OPC’s for the taking. 

So wateh out, Renault, as Opel’s 
fast department may have just stolen 
your nose. 
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■jeep renegade 1.4L LIMITED 4X2 


Real Jeeps don't have square headlights. Well, at least they got that right, n him imoiiii 


ound headlights were once 
a non-negotiable symbol 
of Jeeps authenticity and 
American foreign policy. 

Italy’s WW2 liberation was motorised by 
the original Willys MB, a fact not lost on 
Jeep’s marketing people. 

As you settle in behind the helm of 
Auburn Hills’ latest offering, embossed just 
above the infotainment screen, is since 
1941’. Jeep’s awfully proud of its WW2 
heritage. Ironic? Quite. 

The marginally uncomfortable truth is 
that Jeep’s new Renegade is mostly a Fiat 
500X. In a bizarre reversal of roles from 
America’s heroics as liberator of modern 
Italy, Fiat saved Chrysler after the 2008 
global economic crisis. Unsurprisingly, 
small Jeeps such as the Renegade would 
henceforth be mostly rebadged Fiats. 

Jeep traditionalists may well be aghast 
at all this, but they shouldn’t be. Really. The 
Fiat 500 range has round headlights; so in 
principle, its provenance could be classed 
as Jeep-like. With natty proportions and 
a bolder grille, the Renegade doesn’t look 
anything like the 500X; instead, it’s more 
a Lilliputian blend of Wrangler face and 
Grand Cherokee body. Jeep’s offering a 
palette of extraordinarily bright paint finish- 
es too, ensuring your Renegade will never 
be mistaken for something Korean. 





VERDICT 

American am- 
bition crosses 
over. Freedom 
doesn’t come 
cheap, though. 


THE RIVAL 



FORD KUGA 

Cheaper, and - 
with an excellent 
1.5-litre turbo- 
charged engine 
- better, too. 
Cougars will 
prefer this. 


The Yankee styling cloaks an Italian 
compact-car mechanical package (LWB 
500), with surprising benefits - most of 
which may be guite foreign to conventional 
Jeep owners. Packaging’s excellent; an airy 
cabin with liveable ergonomics, tolera- 
ble plastics and an absence of pending 
Wrangler-type claustrophobia. Only an an- 
noyingly loud indicator - the tone of which 
could easily trigger a morning-commute 
road-rage incident - spoils the Renegade’s 
interior ambience. 

Powered by Fiat’s guite clever 1.4 Multi- 
Air turbocharged petrol, good for 105kW 
and 250 torgues, the Renegade’s reasona- 
bly swift navigating for gaps in CBD traffic; 
and lighter on fuel than any contemporary 
naturally-aspirated four-cylinder Jeeps. 

Its six-speed manual is also infinitely more 


slick in action than those awful Chrysler 
stick-shifters we’ve experienced before. 

Unfortunately - but tellingly, for a 
crossover - it’s FWD only for now (AWDs 
arriving later this year); so despite 175mm 
of ground clearance, there’s not much point 
in taking Renegade anywhere other than 
Karoo or Limpopo gravel roads until then. 

The Renegade ‘s unguestionably better 
than the other small Jeeps, the Patriot 
and the Compass, for the simple reason 
that Fiat are hugely adept at engineering 
compact car bits that work. Trans-Atlantic 
automotive mergers are often tragic; but 
this one’s not. When General Clark invaded 
Italy in 1945, Americans could never have 
imagined it would come to this. Be grateful 
it has; otherwise, you’d have to explain to 
your mates what a 500X is. 


sPEcs^^ # ]3B8cc,4cvlpetrolturl]o,FWD,]D3kW,23DNni »6M # 6l/1D0kni,]4Dg/kniC02 #0-]D0kpliin]0.9sec,]81kpl] 0 138Dkg ^R375330 


38 AUGUST 2015 ^ [topgear.co.za | 










as an economy on life 
support gradually whittled 
down the expectations for our 
fantasy garages? 

Ten years ago, your car-porn fantasy 
started and ended with the Bugatti Veyron 
and the Ferrari Enzo. Today - now that 
you’re finally earning your own money, and 
become fully appreciative of its crippling 
limits - your imagination has guietly 
cuddled up to a glass ceiling. Forget about 
the holy trio of hyper-hybrids, or even the 
458; an M5 or a GT-R is about as far as 
the National Credit Act will allow you to 
dare to dream. 




Fittingly, then, the void left in your 
fantasy garage by the departure of that 
increasingly unlikely Porsche 911 GT5 RS 
has been filled by the Flyundai Veloster 
Turbo. This three-door bad boy may be 
built on an Elantra platform, but its boosted 
1.6-litre engine, delivering ISOkW and 




THE RIVAL 



VWSCIROC- 

C01.4TSI 

HIGHLINE 

Only if you must 
have something 
with two doors and 
associated limited 
practicality. But 
better built and 
easier on the eye, if 
fractionally slower. 


VERDICT 

A curious but 
overpriced 
underperform-’ 
er. Easy to live 
with; hard to 
want one. 



265Nm, makes it the hottest Flyundai you 
can buy. Although the suspension is carried 
over from the naturally aspirated Veloster, 
the Turbo gets bigger brake discs to keep 
your Veyron-vaporising velocity in check. 

Flow vicious? O-lOO follows after 
7.5 seconds, but by that time you’ll have 
realised the Turbo is more hot air than hot 
hatch. The gearbox, with its gear-change 
paddles so tiny they’re invisible to the 
driver, shifts so sluggishly that it’s hard to 
believe it’s a twin-clutch unit, especially 
when compared to its German rivals. Then 
there’s the engine: punchy at mid-range, 
but moaning for mercy by SOOOrpm. 

So it must handle well, then? Er... not 
guite. Driven civilly, the Veloster Turbo 
behaves itself But press it past the comfort 
limit and it starts to fluster, skittering under 
hard braking. And interestingly - or rather, 
disturbingly - Flyundai have decided to 


engineer some mid-corner adjustability 
into the rear axle. Admirable; except for the 
overkill. During a sudden swerve, in my test 
drive - and most uncharacteristically, for a 
front-wheel drive of such low pedigree - 
the Veloster snapped into oversteer. 

Value? Well, you’re purposely pottering 
past Fun Gentral - you could have the 
Ford Fiesta ST for a monstrous Rl25k less; 
and you’re ignoring the proto-hot hatch, 
the Golf GTI, for Rl2k more. Admittedly, 
the Veloster is well-specced; but remem- 
ber, ultimately you’re buying a hot hatch for 
how it pushes your buttons, not the number 
of dashboard buttons there are to push. 

The Flyundai Veloster Turbo doesn’t 
sound or feel, let alone resonate emotion- 
ally, as reguired. Perhaps we’re being unfair; 
maybe calling the Veloster a hot hatch is 
missing the point. But calling it a hot hatch 
would also definitely be telling a lie. 


sPEcss #]58]cc,4cvlpetrolturbo,FWD,]5DkW,2B5Nni » 7.4l/1D0kni,]65g/kniC02 #D-]0DkpliinZ3sec,225kpli 01364kg @R39990D 
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VERDICT 


armakers love using the word 
“new”. Usually as a prefix 
when referring to a product 
that isn’t really new at all. 

Like the Audi A1 I recently travelled up 
to Johannesburg to sample, on the bleak 
roads of Hartbeespoort. If the PR hype was 
anything to go by, we were all going to be 
buckling into a machine the likes of which 
none of us had ever seen before. The real- 
ity was that we were met by nothing more 
than a facelift: a subtle refresh of the same 
Audi A1 we’ve seen on our streets since 
2011. And when I say subtle’, I mean subtle 
- apart from mildly revised headlights, grille 
and bumper, there’s not much to separate 
it from the “old” model. And even those 
alterations you would have to be a serious 
Audi anorak to notice in the first place. 

Fortunately, it wasn’t all disappointing 
news. It turns out that under the skin, 
there has actually been some noteworthy 
change. Particularly in the engine depart- 
ment, where the entry-level A1 now comes 




MINI COOPER 

More power, and 
more visual flash; 
but also more 
expensive. 




The rorty 3cyl 
gives the A1 
some sonic joie 
de viyre. And it s 
cheap to fuel, and 
well equipped. 
The one to get. 



eguipped with a compact three-cylinder 
turbocharged block. Replacing the 1. 2 
TFSI of old, it not only kicks out more 
power (an extra seven kilowatts), but also 
sips less fuel and huffs out fewer carbon di- 
oxides. It makes a cool noise, too: a throaty 
thrum that sounds very much like a Subaru 
boxer. I really enjoyed this little three- 
pot. Besides giving the baby Audi some 
much-needed character, it also delivers a 
nice mix of economy and performance. 

For most people, this is all the Al you 
will ever need - especially if you choose 
to mate it with the optional S-Tronic 
gearbox. If not, well, then you can either 
get the slightly more muscular 1 .4 TFSI 
(now benefiting from a full two additional 
kilowatts), or the 141 kW 1. 8 TFSI, which 
dishes out GTI-ish levels of performance. 
Unlike with the Golf GTI, however, there 


ain’t no manual version; so you’d better like 
your flappy paddles. 

The interior, like the exterior, is another 
case of higher-grade spot-the-difference. 

In fact, all Audi have really done here is up 
the standard spec level. Every single model 
gets a leather multi-function steering wheel, 
Bluetooth, and a pop-up LGD screen for 
the entertainment system. Unlike the new 
TT, the Al still has no USB ports, which is 
downright annoying. Everything from the 
1. 4 TFSI up scores three-mode Audi Drive 
Select, while the 1 .8 TFSI stands out with 
trick Xenon Plus headlamps. 

So while not technically “new”, this 
sneaky mid-life refreshment definitely 
brings the Audi Al more up to date. And 
at the end of the day, it gives you slightly 
more bang for your buck - which is never a 
bad thing, now, is it? 


SPECS #39900. 3gvI petrol turbo, FWD, 70kW, IGONin •BM #4.21/100^11]. 97g/kmC02 #0-100kpbin10.9seo.10Gkpb #1035kg (H>R265000 
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\ OBIVES 

Type R vs Golf R 

How much of a problem does VW have? n oim mniGf 




gKpgy 


Engine 

Power 


HEAD TO HEAD 


truth be told, we’re all a bit envious. Until 
now, I’ve not been able to fault its highway 
manners, but after the Civic I can detect 
a fractional structural shimmy. Not much 
else, mind - it’s immaculately well behaved. 

We get on to some proper roads. The 
Golf’s brilliance is that there’s more duality 
to its character, it covers a broader range 
between easy-natured, beautifully-built 
and -designed supermarket hatch and 
4WD turbo blaster. It’s not only fast; 
there’s a sense of sophistication to it that 
the Honda doesn’t have, plus the turbo 
is fractionally sharper, the steering less 
corrupted, the sound cleaner and better, 
security enhanced by 4WD. There are so 
many layers to it, so much more delicacy 
and finesse than you expect. 

But where the Golf is “I’m game if you 
are,” the Civic is “Come on, keep up, let’s 
see what you’ve got”. Even when you’re 
going hard, the Golf is a little restrained. 
Not the Civic - it’s forever demanding 
more. It’s a very different car from the Golf, 


Bssmmssm 

zsssmmESM 


2.0-litre4cyl, turbo 
206kW@5500rpm 
R525900 


6.9l/100km 

159g/km 

1495kg 

4.5/11.5 

4.0 

Ourfigures 


Economy 

CO 2 

Kerbweight 

0-100/0-160kph* 

50-IIOkph* 


2.0-litre turbo 

228kW@6500rpm 
Not yet 
7.51/lOOkm 
170g/km 
B78kg 
5.5/11.3 


much more in the Renault Megane Trophy 
dynamic mould, only better built and with 
superior cruising ability. It’s not bad at that, 
the Civic - it really isn’t. 

I know it’s a cop-out, but this one 
comes down to your own personal 
preference. As for me. I’d still have the 
Golf I think. But maybe that’s because I 
do the job I do, and get to drive plenty of 
other things. The problem for the Golf is 
that you can so easily ignore it. Just schlep 
home. You can’t do that in the Civic - it’s 
more demanding of you, more exciting, 
more involving. It gives you higher highs. If 
that sounds like your sort of thing, go for it. 


catch up with the Golf 
R somewhere just out 
of town (those guad 
tailpipes are a giveaway). 

It looks great... The Oryx 
White paint so bright and pingy it makes 
the Championship White Civic look 
bowls-beige. I crawl past. Lovely wheels, 
and even the light signature looks cool. 

VW really understands understated class 
at the moment: the R hints at sportiness, at 
potential, but nothing more. 

And that, unless you investigate it 
properly, is the way the Golf drives. It 
follows your mood. It’s capable, calm, 
wakes up when you want it to, but is just as 
happy dozing along in the middle lane. The 
Civic is perfectly acceptable on highways, 
but it doesn’t have that same sense of 


calmness - good though the seats are, 
the car always seems to be prodding you, 
goading you, asserting its heritage. 

Ollie Kew and I swop cars. This Golf R 
is the other Ollie’s new long-termer, and 
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SUV is supposedly destined: true wilderness - of 
whieh Southern Afriea has quite a lot, beyond the 
eponymous Garden Route town. 

For more than a deeade there’s only been one 
eommonly-agreed-upon standard for resolving 
the diehotomy of seven-seater SUV ownership: 
sehool run during the week, explorer over the 
weekend. That standard is Fortuner. 

The fallaey has always been that the Fortuner 
is simply a Hilux with two additional seats, trail- 
ing-arm instead of leaf-sprung rear suspension, 
and weatherproof rear-third stowage. The reality 
is, while erossover owners are kept wondering 
what it is they’re erossing over to, Fortuner 
families have eompleted that erossing already, 
and are powering up the other side of an Afriean 
riverbank and off to adventure. 

Beyond the leather trim and infotainment 
eonvenienee - features to make Ben Sehoeman 


iUDVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


traffie tolerable - the Fortuner retains staggering 
off-road ability and enduranee. If ever diesel 
generator sets are required for the International 
Spaee Station, they’ll have to be Toyota D-qDs. 
Fortuner’s 3-litre D-4 is good for i2okW and 
343Nm, anywhere and all of the time: at a few 
degrees below zero eresting Sani Pass into Leso- 
tho, or at 50 degrees, missioning up to Namibia’s 
Skeleton eoast. 

The Fortuner bonnet seoop is a visual anehor 
point for adventure; that’s the reason you see 
Fortuners everywhere. South Afrieans love 
their spaee and family-ear liveability, as well 
as their authentie off-road ability, henee the 
reeord-breaking sales volumes. And while other 
SUV owners spend hours Photoshopping their 
less-eapable vehieles to produee Instagram-ered- 
ible posts, Fortuner families are erossing the next 
desert, stream, salt pan, or border... 


Seven-seater SUVs. The seourge 
of the suburbs: ramping kerbs, 
erushing the manieured lawns 
outside the gym, and three- 
point turning at every opportu- 
nity, instead of parking. 

All this vanguard driving superiority in the 
built environment is embarrassingly undone 
the moment a horizon stretehes and bitumen 
brittles to gravel. Where GPS navigation serves 
no purpose, and plaees of soeial-media-worthy 
awesomeness are diseovered, but never posted 
in real time - beeause you’ve ranged well beyond 
signal, days ago. This is the world for whieh your 
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CHECK OUT SOUTH AFRICA’S VERY OWN TOPCEAR SHOP. GET ALL YOUR TOPGEAR GOOOIES 

AND GIFTS DELIVERED TD YDURFRDNTDDDR 
THE STIC WILL APPRDVE 




-Removes oily 

soil deposits, road dirt and other films. Elimi- 
nates streaks, leaving a clean, shiny surface. 

-Imparts a high gloss 
with a smooth finish to the surface. 

-A rubber and vinyl 

protectant that adds shine while protecting 
exterior vinyl and rubber. 


-A revolutionary 

new detergent/degreasing compound that cleans 
and brightens rims. 

- Pleasantly fra- 

granced SILICONE FREE vinyl & rubber dressing. 

A gloss, water based formula designed to restore 
a new look to vinyl and rubber. 

-Easily removes in- 
sects, oil, exhaust deposits, stubborn grime, nico- 
tine residues & greasy films. Leaves no streaks. 
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A McLaren P1 GTR throbs 

down the main straight of the 
Red Bull Ring grand prix circuit 


patently straining at the leash of modest speed, flanked by a Lamborghi- 
ni Huracan and Porsche Cayman GT4. Behind that is a Mercedes-AMG 
GT S, a petite-looking Mazda MX-5 and a retina-scalding yellow Cor- 
vette Z06. Sounds like a good day out on any track, let alone a full-on 
GP circuit, doesn’t it? But this is TopGear magazine’s Speed Week, where 
there’s no such thing as enough, and too much is just about right. The 
first couple of rows are Just the start. Mind you, after that it all becomes 
a bit of a blur - there is a pair of hot hatches, a classic rosso corsa Ferrari 
458 Speciale making strange yowling noises, an ink-black Nissan GT-R 
Nismo doing a good impression of an automotive pitbull, all bluff 
angles and dense visual aesthetics. There’s a Lotus Elise 220 Cup and a 
Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG. And an AMG-GT. And a Renault Megane 
Trophy. And others. Too many to mention. 


And then, the final flourish: a Bell TAH-1F Cobra attack helicopter 
that rears up from behind a grandstand and thwups its way to the cav- 
alcade to hover six or seven metres above the cowering occupant of the 
MX-5. Even we’ re not sure why we organised this, apart from the fact that 
it’s possibly the coolest thing on the planet right now. 

The next few days will be spent assessing the cars - and, to a slightly 
lesser degree, the Cobra - seeing which ones put a smile on our faces 
and a wish in our hearts. Once our adrenal glands are pumping nothing 
but air and all of the spare tyres have been used up, a final selection will 
then be taken on an epic road trip into the surrounding Austrian Alps for 
a final accounting. It’s going to be mighty. 

Sit back, shut up and hold on. It’s TopGear magazine’s Speed Week 
2015: The Lords of the Ring... 




SPEED WEEK 2 D 1 S 


WHAT WE’VE BROUGHT 



CORVETTE Z06 

Brutal power, big reputation 

EERRARI458SPECIALE 

Last of tbe great n/aVBs 

LAMBORGHINI HURACAN 

Too tame, or just drive faster? 

LOTUS ELISE 220 CUP 

NortoHrscalpel 

MAZDA MX-5 

Low power, but big fun 

MCLAREN PI GTR 

^Gentlemen's Terrifying Racer 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF RESTATE 

Sober suifed.furboboosfed 


^.4 


MERCEDES-AMGC63 

Manicured wifbknuckledusfers 


MERCEDES-AMGGTS 

Brawny, brufal and brillianf 

MINI JOHN COOPER WORKS 

JCW plays wirbfbe big boys 


kl 


Version 6.1: Fasfer.ligbfer, scarier 

PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 

Tbe sporfs car bargain of fbe decade? 


^ MEGANERSTR0PHY-R275 

Complefewifb26kWofsfripes 


BELL TAH-1F COBRA 

Guns are gone bufnof fbe firepower 
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A potted history of why the 
Red Bull Ring is just amazing 

Back when it hosted the FI Austrian GP for 18 consecutive years (1970- 
1987), it was known as the Osterreichring - a track considered by many of 
the contemporary drivers to be fast, pretty and uniquely scary. A track that, 
when turbo FI pushed 1000+kW in qualifying trim in 1986, regularly had cars 
approaching corners with little or no run-off at more than 320kph. 

That sort of nonsense couldn’t last much longer. With drivers and riders 
seeing increasingly serious injury and worse, legend has it that the old 5.9km 
circuit was seen as too dangerous for modern FI, and was dropped in 1995 so 
that Hermann Tilke could redesign it to become the Al-Ring. Updated to im- 
prove safety, it was shortened by 1.6km, removing the fastest, hairiest sections 
of the circuit and given a smidgen more run-off and crash barrier provision - it 
again saw service in the Formula One calendar between 1997 and 2003. But 
come the mid-Noughties, the venue fell out of favour, and controversy about 
its future ensued. 

It wasn’t until 2008 that Red Bull supremo Dietrich Mateschitz decided 
to make a go of it, redesigning the layout once again, rebranding and creating 
what we now know of as the Red Bull Ring. Some R900m were duly invested 
in a state-of-the-art facility, and, in 2012, the circuit was made available to the 
FIA once again for FI duty. 

These days, it features FI, DTM, ELMS endurance racing and various 
motorbike and car events. Nine corners, 4.3km and a good deal of elevation, all 
set in the absolutely stunning Austrian Alps. And a fitting venue for TG mag to 
kick off a particularly exciting Speed Week adventure. 
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Don’t go into this 
downhill off-camber 
turn too hot - you’ll 
end up in the gravel. 

Patience is key 


Just a kink? Not at 225kph, 
where this could cause issues 
lining the faster cars up for the 
bumpy braking zone at Remus 



This uphill open hairpin is the highest 
point on the circuit. You can carry more 
speed than you expect through here 


The run up here gave us the 
highest top speeds. Also 
doubles as a landing strip 
for the Red Bull Air Race 


TRACK NAHE; Red Bull Ring 
UP LENGTH: 4.326km 
No. CORNERS: 9 

UP RECORD: 1:08:337 
Michael Schumacher. 2003 ^ 








McLaren PI Gifi 
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he nerves set in about three days 
beforehand. Up until the phone 
eall, rd been telling myself the 
MeLaren PI GTR was just another 
ear. A ear with four wheels, an 
engine, two seats and a steering 
wheel. Praetieally a Mazda MX-5. 
What was there to be intimidated by? But then my mem- 
ory bank would ehurn a bit; “You’ve driven a MeLaren 
PI”, it would say. “Was that just a ear? Let me twang a 
few nerve endings to remind you what 670kW felt like 
through the rear wheels on a damp road.” And Fd have to 
eonfess to myself that, no, the PI had more in eommon 
with an espeeially volatile and ereatively destruetive 
pieee of military hardware than a ear. 

And then MeLaren phoned up. “We’re going to send 
someone down to show you the ropes, tell you what’s 
what, give it a bit of a demo run for you”. Someone, in 
other words, to hold my hand, someone to make sure I 
don’t sling R38m worth of raee-bred, traek-ready hyper- 
ear into the wall at Turn 1 on the Red Bull Ring (far more 
likely to be Turn 3, aetually - the downhill braking zone 
there is an utter nightmare) . “Anyway,” the voiee eon- 
tinued - and I eould tell he was building up to something 
here - “Bruno Senna will be flying into...” 

I ean’t remember mueh from after that, other than 
that I felt slightly dazed as I walked baek up the offiee to 
tell my eolleagues that MeLaren was sending a driving 
instruetor out to impart some tips. 

Bruno is imparting tips. Fm trying to listen, but Fm 
feeling slightly overwhelmed. I mean, just look at the 
GTR. More speeifieally, look at that rear wing. That’s 
400kg of downforee right there. It’s nuts. Earlier I 
watehed it being baeked off the truek. We all did, in faet, 
beeause although there’s some mighty tasty metal in the 
pitlane, this is... well, this is it. The star of the show. The 
big kahuna. The main event. 

So we gathered as a stadium tour’s worth of eables, 
trundle eases and spares was offloaded, and watehed 
as the MeLaren roadies (okay, pit erew) set up shop in 
garage 19. And while the rest of the team whistled at the 
Ineonel exhausts, pointed at the wing, said “Wiiiiiiing!” 
and pieked up one of the aluminium wheels elad in sliek 
Miehelin rubber (“Sliiiiiiiek!”) , I retreated to the baek 
of the garage to take stoek and drink in the seene. UK 
editor Gharlie Turner, who’s sensitive to this kind of 
thing, eame over. “Just be safe, mate,” he said, “no-one’s 
expeeting you to be as fast as Bruno. Enjoy it.” From 
aeross the garage, eolleague Tom Ford piped up, “He’s 
only saying that - you’d better be bloody fast!” 

Fast. How mueh fast do you want? How fast ean 
a road ear, or even an extreme traek ear, aetually be? 

How far ean they be taken? There are no lines drawn, 
the only limits are those provided by physies. So we start 
with 700-odd kW, and to that we add raeing slieks to help 
transfer that to the tarmae; and to make doubly sure it 
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doesn’t eome unstuek we plonk on 660kg of total down- 
foree at 240kph. The GTR hits 240kph three times on 
eaeh lap, a lap that takes under 93 seeonds at an average 
of over 170kph. Nothing else here would get within 12 
seeonds of it. 

The PI GTR is being built on the produetion line at 
Woking alongside the Tegular’ PI. It does a stint at MSO 
(MeLaren Speeial Operations) a few kays away later on 
in the build proeess, but for the most part the underpin- 
nings are eommon: earbon tub, front and rear aluminium 
subframes, a twin-turbo 3.8-litre V8 and an eleetrie 
motor nestled under the left flank of the vee, drawing 
power from a battery paek behind the seats and adding 
its torque to the driveshaft before the gearbox. 

There’s now 147kW from the e-motor (up 16kW), 
and a heftily unneeessary 588kW from the fossil-fuel-fed 
one (plus 46kW) , yielding a pretty heady 735kW in total. 
Oh, and weight has been stripped out almost everywhere 
- the fixed rear wing means there’s no need for heavy 
hydraulie struts, polyearbonate replaees glass all round, 
ineluding the windsereen, and there’s extra earbon. In to- 
tal, about 150kg has been shaved off. Plus the suspension 
eomponents and geometry have been heavily revised - 
although that’s all adjustable anyway. 
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This is a track car after all. It was offered only to reg- 
ular PI owners (they’re all gone - all forty-plus of them) , 
and MeLaren isn’t as preseriptive as Ferrari is with its XX 
ears: it will let you take your ear home (and MeLaren has 
reeently greenlighted the eonversion of eustomer GTRs 
to road use) , but this is meant to be the ultimate traek- 
day weapon. And we’re at a traek, where an ex-Fl driver 
is attempting to bolster my eonfidenee... 

“Really, you have nothing to worry about,” says Bruno 
(he’s a genuinely lovely bloke) . “I think you’ll find it 
friendly to drive.” You won’t find 'friendly’ among the 
many adjeetives I’d use to deseribe the standard PI. We 
look at the steering wheel (it’s based on the design of 
Lewis’s 2008 FI rim), talk about the eontrols, the IPAS 
and DRS, get eomfortable in the ear, pull the straps down 
tight. Bruno is going to take me out in it to start with. 

The wheels, freshly removed from tyre-warmers, go on 
with a fieree sereeeh from the airguns, the internal jaeks 
are retraeted, and when instrueted, Bruno fires the GTR 
into life and we’re waved out. 

Let’s eut to the ehase here. It’s 
PREPOSTEROUS. Very mueh so. 

I have no idea how I’m going to 
get elose to it. Bruno may be laid-baek 
and endearing in real life, but he’s the 
last of the late-brakers. Twiee, slowing 
from 270kph, he overshoots the brak- 
ing point for the Remus hairpin. Thank 
the god of all traek marshals for tarmae 
run-off instead of gravel. 

We are having slight issues in the 
ear - not personally, I hasten to add 
(although the first time he braked that 
late, my mind spent the split seeond 
between the onset of panie and the 
savage jolt of braking power dreaming 
up the inventive retribution I’d exaet 
onee out of hospital) . It appears the 
addition of 75kg of extra passenger has 
upset the weight distribution, so in the bumpier braking 
zones the ABS is getting eonfused, grabbing one side 
then the other, the end result being we’re not only brak- 
ing stupidly late, but the baek end is jinking left and right 
like a sped-up Seandinavian fiiek. It’s... diseomforting. 

The forees are so great, the ear so rowdy and Bruno 
working so hard that there’s stuff-all I ean do to infiuenee 
proeeedings, so I resign myself to whatever fate has in 
store and wateh what he’s up to. 

Bruno museles it into eorners under brakes, sorting 
out oversteer and understeer with faster steering inputs 
than I’ve ever witnessed, lightning jabs at the wheel that 
leave me astonished and daunted in equal measure. He’s 
a driving mongoose. If the ear needs inputs like that to 
stay on top of it, well... 

Eventually it’s over, and I’m allowed to fiop out of the 
GTR. Bruno apologises for the extra-eurrieular exeur- 
sions, blames it on the ABS, and has a word with the 
engineers. I’m left to eontemplate what I’m up against. I 
will say one thing for the GTR - it seems uneannily stable 
on the straights, and the traetion out of eorners is utterly 
astonishing. My neek hurts. A lot. Five laps of 2.4g side 
loadings is enough. 

My turn. I resolve to take it steady, to spend two 




This man is remarkabi 
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Bruno Senna is a busy chap. On top of his 
duties with McLaren - not only stepping 
in at short notice to help a struggling TG 
journo sort out how a GTR works, but 
also piloting a 650S GTS for the Von 
Ryan team in the Blancpain GT Series 
- he also races a Peugeot 408 In the 
Brazilian Stock Car championship and 
competes in the FIA Formula E Champi- 
onship with Mahindra. Oh, and when he 
can, he Joins Sky’s FI commentary team. 

The son of Ayrton’s sister Viviane, 
the story goes that Bruno started racing 
his uncle in karts around the family farm 
aged about five or six, and in a rather 
lovely circular movement, Ayrton is re- 
puted to have told McLaren “If you think 
I’m fast, wait until you see my nephew. ” 

: ' Bruno’s own FI career never quite 
hit the heights: a season with Hispania/ 
HRT In 2010, a move to Renault for 
the following season, and a third and 
final with Williams in 2012. He lives 
the cliched racing driver life - residing 
in Monaco - but recently traded in his 
Porsche GT2 for a Polo GTI, and comes 
across as grounded and friendly. And fast. 
Obviously. - > 7 









y^J^ j Tj> *iii' . fc , . ♦ j| ' 








Price: Sold out ^ " 
Engine: 3799cc bi-turbo V8,-^' 
735kW, 999Nm ' || 
Performance: O-IOOkph ^ 
■ in 2.3secs (TG fig, no launch 
-’ control), 320+kph vmax 
V Transmission: 7spd ': 

. twin-clutch, RWD 
Downforce: 660kg @ 240kph ^■ 
Weight: 1345kg, weight 
. distribution (f:r) 45:55 
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McLaren PI Gifi 


or three laps getting familiar with the power, the grip, 
the brakes. But here’s the thing: the snatehiness, the 
dartiness I experieneed with Bruno - that’s all down to 
driving style. Beeause you know what? The PI GTR is 
an outrageously magnanimous ear to drive. Far more so 
than the road ear. The problem with the road ear is you 
have this light, aeeurate front end, and then a 673kW 
sledgehammer arriving at the baek, easily eapable of spik- 
ing the tyres. It’s exeiting alright, but not easily managed. 

The GTR gives the PI the grip it needs to eope with 
the power. I’m tentative for about two straights and 
three eorners, but that’s about as long as it takes to 
feel eonfident in it. Then you ean start to push, to be 
blown away by just how mueh front-end grip and turn-in 



strength there is, and how elearly it eommunieates. And 
now you don’t have to be seared of the throttle pedal; 
you ean use more of it, earlier in a eorner, than I’d have 
believed possible. 

On my seeond lap, I think I’m getting fuel starvation 
through the downhill seetion. I’m not - it’s the traetion 
eontrol eutting in. How has MeLaren managed to make 
a 735kW ear this approaehable, this drivable? The set-up 
is astonishing. There’s so mueh feel through the ehassis, 
the steering is so beautiful to use, you always know pre- 
eisely where you are with it. You ean take it to the limit 
- how ridieulous is that in a ear with a Nomad’s worth 
of downforee working on it? The speeds are outrageous, 
just bananas, but the GTR is so talkative and engaging. 







you can use everything it’s got, rely on the whiff of un- 
dersteer to let you know the ear is working hard. 

I ean only assume the e-motor is doing its stuff - 
there’s too mueh noise, exeitement, aeeessibility and 
power higher up the rev range for me to bother sampling 
the lower end. The only indieation is that there’s no tur- 
bo lag. None. Just instant, perfeetly metered response. 
The only thing I struggle to get my head around is the 
brakes. I just ean’t bring myself to brake as late as Bruno, 
nor push the eorner entry quite as hard. 

I ought to be so intimidated by this ear, but instead 
I’m just dazzled by it, blown away. It’s utterly tremen- 
dous. It makes me laugh out loud, this R38m traek weap- 
on - it’s aetually fun to drive, wonderfully unintimidat- 
ing. On my third flying lap I’m within a seeond of Bruno. 
He probably wasn’t trying, but that made me feel good. 

We’re in the pits, all smiles. The MeLaren boys are 
happy. I’m gurning like a muppet, when we hear the 
elatter of rotors, and Blaeky Sehwarz parks his Cobra 
attaek helieopter in the paddoek. Ha. Everyone swarms, 
even Bruno wields his eameraphone. We deeide what to 
do with it. “Ollie, ean we get you baek in the PI, please?” 
says Charlie. Like I need to be asked twiee. 

What follows is the best 20 minutes of my life (sorry, 
darling) , as I’m ehased around the Red Bull Ring for ten 
laps by a helieopter gunship that ean pull more than 
twiee the g-foree, and is so elose at times that the rotor 
elatter drowns out the V8 and I ean feel the air pressure 
waves thud through my ribeage. I should just eheek out 
now. It’ll never get better than that. B3 




THE PI GTR EXPERIENCE: 
WHAT R38 MILLION BUYS YOU 

There’s a spiral staircase in the expansive foyer at the futuristic McLaren Technology Cen- 
tre. You don’t notice it for two reasons: firstly because you’re happily distracted by Ayrton 
Senna’s MP4/4 and the Ueno Clinic Le Mans Fl, but secondly because it curls discreetly 
downwards around one of the huge supporting pillars. 

At the bottom, behind a scanner-accessed sliding door, there’s just one room. On 
first impressions, it looks like a recording studio. There’s a broad sweep of desk, angled 
microphones, equipment and windows that hint at a darkened studio beyond. 

Not a studio. This is one of McLaren’s two driver simulators. The holy of holies in Fl 
circles. It’s astonishing. A purpose-built F1 tub connected to various levers and motors 
that pummel it about. There’s even a spider’s web of arms that connect to your helmet 
to move that around to mimic g-force. It’s the ultimate gamer set-up that Jenson and 
Fernando use, with 10 000 channels of data refreshed every thousandth of a second to 
create a simulation that’s even better than the real thing. 

And if you’re a Pi GTR customer, you get to come and play with it. Welcome to the 
GTR programme, where your R38 million buys not only a car, but a whole host of extras. 

It starts with two full days of driver profiling at Woking. Two days where Frank 
Stephenson helps you with the colour and spec of your new car, where the chap who 
fits Jenson’s seat comes in to do yours, where McLaren’s in-house sports scientist David 
Harvey puts you through your paces and sends you off with a 30-page report detailing 
everything from your body fat composition to your grip strength, where you get fitted for 
a bespoke racesuit and all the trimmings. The works. 

It’s enormously comprehensive, so much so that McLaren will try to match your 
personality to that of your crew chief and driver coach. Yep, you get those, plus two me- 
chanics, at each of the six annual track days, all held at major Fl circuits. All you have to 
do is turn up - once you’re there, McLaren covers everything from hotel costs to fuel and 
tyres. It’ll even deck the pit garages out with white panelling and your name above the 
door. Alternatively, you can ask McLaren to set up something just for you. Why not come 
to the Red Bull Ring? You’ve got a time to aim for... 
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Mini has sent the 
Cooper S to a finishing 
school. The Megane 
RS is back from boot 
camp. Who’s nailed the 
hot-hatch conundrum? 


WORDS: OLLIE KEW / 

PHOTOGRAPHY: ROWAN HORNCASTLE 








ive minutes in the Mini JCW 
is enough. Five minutes, and 
Fm bathing in the warm glow 
of relief: this is an immeasur- 
ably better ear than the last 
Mini to take John Cooper’s 
name in vain. And, Fm afraid - 
hairy-ehested, 'they don’t make 
’em like they used to’ brigade - the truth is that this 
rejuvenation is entirely thanks to teehnology. 

Heresy? No. Hot hatehes are supposed to mainline 
frothy, aeeessible misehief, but the old JCW fizzed like 
Mentos dropped into Diet Coke. Messy and hyper- 
aetive, it torque-steered violently, and what it sorely 
laeked in suspension travel it over-delivered in power. 
So how the hell am I managing not to hopseoteh 
aeross the road in this new ear, whieh musters yet 
another 15 kilowatts? 

Step forward, adaptive suspension. The ability to 
dial in and out some extra eushioning to aid traetion, 
or allow a bit of roll to relax the ear on turn-in, is just 
what the JCW eried out for. 

It’s still super-lively under brakes - a hard stop 
downhill into the evil Raueh had me squinting out of 
both side windows like a tennis umpire’s gaze follow- 
ing eaeh deuee serve. 

Some of the old Mini devilment remains, but I 
quite like the faet it’s still lurking there, trying to 
swop ends. Probably beeause I was surprised the 
brakes were even eapable of standing the JCW on its 
hideously potted nose, aetually. The last time I drove 
a Mini Cooper S on traek, the brakes lasted two laps of 
a modest, twisty eireuit. The JCW brandishes beefier 
dises, not Marie biseuits dunked in a eup of tea. But 
then one’d expeet it to, for Rqqok. 

This one? About Riook more, thanks to some 


extras you don’t want. The sports seats reek of show- 
room buzz, but after half an hour sat low down in the 
ehequered-flag-festooned eabin, the hard baekrest and 
laek of lateral support alert the usual Mini form/fune- 
tion alarm bells. And small hot hatehes just shouldn’t 
have automatie gearboxes. The six-speeder in this JCW 
is fine - polite around town, and properly ealibrated 
to punish with a rev-limiter buffer of shame if you’re 
slow on the upehange. But eome on, an automatie 
SuperMini? All Minis enjoy a great manual shift - sliek, 
preeise and ideally matehed to the pedals. An auto with 
plastie paddles that won’t allow a eluster of grabbed 
downehanges without pausing for thought robs the 
JCW of a eritieal sliee of up-and-at-’em eharaeter. It 
feels muzzled. Ironie, for sueh a gobby looker. 

One hundred and seventy kilowatts is adequate 
distraetion. Funny how a hot hatehbaek, a Mini at that 
- surely the automotive distillation of youth - makes 
this Nineties kid feel old. Doesn’t seem long to me 
sinee VW Golf R32S and Seooby Imprezas hovered 
about the 180s. 

Fuel left over when the JCW has finished firing 
hydroearbons at the exhaust for pop-bang fireworks 
delivers a barrel-ehested i25orpm torque peak. Crikey, 
is the on-demand paee amusing. The sheer quantity 
of performanee you ean buy, showroom-fresh, in a 
SuperMini today beggars belief. This Mini will surge 
from 8okph to i2okph o.8sees quieker than a standard 
Porsehe 911 Carrera will. 

It takes a tad longer than five minutes to appreeiate 
the delights of the Megane Trophy-R. First off, depress 
the pathetieally nondeseript RS button that lives above 
the driver’s right knee. Forget that, and the throttle 
defaults to eeo-sog slumber, a paltry lyokW meander- 
ing to those 19-ineh Speedlines. Prod the button, and 
you’re on the business end of a bigger mood swing 
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Every item with red 
stitching is worth ^ 
a second per lap 


THE MEGANE 
DOESN’T 
LOOK LIKE A 
R700K CAR ” 


than Bruce Banner’s. Weleome to 20ikW and a pin-sharp 
throttle. ESC abandons ship. 

It’s odd the Megane has even retained a mild-mannered 
side when its spee list is so singular. There is no baek seat 
(-20kg), no soundproofing (-21kg), no aireon (-6kg, and 
inereasing by the minute, judging by my sodden baek) and 
a pair of purposeful Reearo buekets (-22kg). Pity Dieppe 
didn’t ehuek a eouple more kilos by ehopping down those 
notoriously lofty seat mounts. 

The Renault doesn’t look like a Ryook ear (yes, that’s 
what it eosts, Pounds-to-Rand). The aneient eabin is eheap 
and dour. Its exterior is daubed in an unweleome half-arsed 
paint-by-numbers stieker set. You have to go hunting for 
where the money you eould’ve thrown at a Boxster or load- 
ed M235i has been spent. 

Thankfully you ean’t buy a Trophy-R in South Afriea, 
anyway: the most hardeore option available loeally is the 
standard Megane Trophy (a eomparative bargain at R45ok), 
a ear whose suspension has a similar disdain for delieate 
man-parts nonetheless. 

You eould drop to your knees and spy the Ohlins 
dampers, lightweight eomposite springs; spot the tread- 
bare Miehelin Cup 2 tyres (eomplete with 'Do Not Drive in 
the Wet, You Idiot’ diselaimer), or peer at the earbon-fibre 
tailpipe eollar, bearing the subtle insignia of Polish exhaust 
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wizard Akrapovic. 

Or, you eould stop serabbling around on your knees, 
fumble past the web of harnesses, and drive the knaekers off 
it. The Trophy-R needs temperature, wants revs, demands 
interaetion - but rewards you with one of the all-time great 
front-wheel-drive experienees. 

For me, the view baekwards, over the strut braee toward 
the perma-filthy rear window (no wiper saves another kilo) 
and the other dieting isn’t the Trophy-R’s essenee. The 
strip-down here isn’t as severe as it was in the wonderful old 
R26.R - no earbon bonnet and there’s even a full eomple- 
ment of airbags this time. 

No, the single most eritieal eomponent in a hot hateh 
shorn of its Swiss Army knife repertoire is the meehanieal 
limited-slip differential. It dominates the experienee - the 
front axle is a meehanieal Pied Piper, eoolly dietating your 
trajeetory to the rest of the ear, managing power delivery 
with admirably little eorruption to the eleetrie steering. You 
aim the red strip atop the Aleantara wheel at the onrushing 
apex like a sniper seope. The Megane obligingly smears its 
eut-slieks onto the surfaee and forges through bends like 
something engineered for the world of Sealextries. 

What I love, and never tire of, is the ease with whieh 
the Trophy-R interprets your inputs into earrying massive 
speed, while remaining involving, exeiting and gratifying. 
Eradieating the speetre of understeer means I’m left to 
eraek on at max attaek, enjoying how sweetly the gearshift 
in our lifer has ripened, and never allowing the engine’s 
hoarse exhalation to dip below 350orpm. 

Be in no doubt, the new Mini JCW is a eraeking little hot 
hateh, and I’m so ehuffed it’s learnt the lessons from its 
delinquent predeeessor. But next to the truly speeial 
Trophy-R, it’s just a good version of a good ear. Another 
year, and with a manual gearbox, it might’ve been the Speed 
Week dark horse. But it’s the biddable Renault that offers an 
authentie high-performanee thrill to drivers of all abilities; 
and if I had five more minutes. I’d spend 
them in the expensive, study, 
erass-looking Megane. The front- 
drive datum point, 2015. [Z 3 


MINI JOHN COOPER WORKS 

Price; R440 000 
Engine: 1998cc 4cyl, 
170kW @ 5200rpm, 
320Nm@1250rpm 
Performance: O-lOOkph 
in 6.1 secs, 246kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd 
auto, FWD 

Economy: 5.71/1 00km, 
133g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1295kg 


MEGANE RENAULTSPORT 
TROPHY-R 275 

Price: R702 464 (UK) 
Engine: 1998c 4cyl turbo, 
201 kW @ 5500rpm, 
360Nm @ 3000rpm 
Performance: O-lOOkph 
in 5.8secs, 254kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, FWD 
Economy: 7.5Nm, 
174g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1297kg 








The original"tWO-seatTuns.tei~^ 
is back in its fourth iteration. 
Time for some track action 
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TOM HARRISON 

ROWAN HORNCASTLE 


y radio crackles 
into life. “Tom,” it 
squawks, from one of 
the MX-5 ’s euphold- 
ers. “Where are you?” 
It’s my eolleague Sam 
Philip, and he sounds worried. Pm not go- 
ing that slowly, but it’s not been 20 min- 
utes sinee The Boss gathered us together 
in Garage 11 and left us in no doubt that, 
should we embed something in the safety 
rail, he would be most unhappy. 

I have been missed. “Don’t worry. I’m on 
my way baek,” I reply, as I round Pirelli 
eorner at half speed. Whieh, in the Mazda, 
is maybe - quite tellingly - lokph. 

Fast, the all-new MX-5 is not. In this 
eompany, o-iookph in about nine seeonds 
feels almost inadequate. Partieularly 
if you’ve just stepped out of a Huraean. 
Oops. But speed isn’t really the point of 
the Mazda. It’s how big it is, whieh isn’t 
very, and how heavy it is, whieh, again, 
isn’t very, and how that makes it behave. 
At 3915mm end to end, it’s shorter than 
the 1989 original, and 100kg lighter 




MAZDA MX-5 

Price: Not yet (due 
here in September) 
Engine: 1496cc 4cyl, 
96kW150Nm 
Performance: 
O-lOOkph 
in 8.9secs, 
n/a kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, RWD 
Economy: 
n/a 1/1 00km, 
139g/km CO 2 
Weight: 980kg 


than the ear it replaees. It looks lighter, 
too. Certainly less substantial than the 
rounded Mklll, and to my eyes, mueh 
better-looking. Modern, yet elassieally 
proportioned. It just works. 

You ean get a 2.0-litre if you really 
want it, but Mazda reekons this gbkW, 
naturally aspirated 1.5 showeases the 
MX-5 its purest form. And they’re 
probably right. It’s a peppy, eager thing, 
with a fairly gruff exhaust note when 
you’re on it. Whieh is always. You never 
feel as though the laek of outright grunt 
is holding you baek. In faet, ehasing and 
maintaining momentum is great fun (and 
means you ean amuse yourself at half-sen- 
sible speeds), as you work the superb 
six-speed manual ’box, wring out the little 
engine for all it’s worth, and manage the 
amusingly soft suspension. Yeah, it’s a 
bit roll-y, but that’s part of the fun. It’s 
almost like driving a elassie - a Lotus Elan 
or Triumph TR6 - only with air-eondi- 
tioning and Bluetooth. 

And it’ll drift. A bit. There isn’t enough 
power to initiate or maintain a slide as 


you might normally - with a liberal poke 
of the aeeelerator - so you really have to 
ehuek it into the apex, relying on the rapid 
ehange of direetion and weight transfer 
to break the skinny rear tyres loose. And 
when it does go, eatehing it is easy as. 

And that’s why we love the MX-5. It’s 
easy fun. Easy to drive, easy to live with, 
easy to fall for. It’s one of those ears that, 
as soon as you open the door, demands 
you thumb the start button and take it 
for a long, meandering, purposeless drive. 
And brilliantly, it never feels as though it’s 
merely tolerating your driving, however 
ham-fisted - it exeites and eneourages in 
equal measure, without ever feeling 
even slightly intimidating. 

The MkIV is truly the restitution of 
the Mkl’s gamesome spirit, and for that it 
should be mueh applauded. There’s 
eertainly no doubt in the eolleetive 
TopGear hive-mind that it deserves its 
plaee at the winners’ table. And were it 
not for its pre-prod status and laek of 
numberplates, we’d have been seriously 
tempted to get it out on the road... tZ9 
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VVe know Wow 
behave, right? 



he diversity of the engines on 

T show in the 1966 Formula One 
season would have sent any 
self-respecting fan of the sport 
into sheer meltdown. The ’66 
starting grid saw 2.0- and 3.0-litre 
V8s, a 1.0-litre inline four-cylin- 
der, a Ferrari V6, a host of V12s, and - most remarkably 
- a 3.0-litre H16 from BRM. An H16! Reports of the day 
noted its racing success was limited due to being “heavy 
and complex”. Just imagine. 

Such drivetrain diversity has, of course, long departed 
FI. Same story with other comers of technology, too. 

In the early days of what we now call smartphones, way 


back in the mid-Noughties, there were flippy phones and 
slidey phones and phones with unwieldy great fold-out 
keyboards. Now all smartphones look give-or-take like 
an iPhone. The first efforts at boiling water using the 
power of electricity doubtless generated some pretty 
wild designs, but now all kettles look like, um, kettles. It 
is an ironic tmth: as the rate of technology increases, so 
diversity tends to decrease. 

With one exception: fast road cars. Just look at the 
variation here at Speed Week. There are hare-bone track 
cars, but also grand tourers, hot hatches and supercars. 
This Lamborghini Huracan and Mercedes-AMG GT S 
demonstrate there’s no status quo when it comes to 
flinging a couple of humans down a stretch of tarmac. 
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LAMBORGHINI HURADAN i/s MERGEOES-AMG GTS 





From this chair, you will 




Sure, both have four wheels and two seats, both 
drink petrol, but both offer entirely different solutions 
to the ehallenge of going quiekly. In the red eorner, the 
front-engined, rear-drive German with a turbo V8. In the 
sort-of-greyish-blaek eorner, a four-wheel-drive Italian 
with a nat-asp VI 0 mounted midships. 

Not only are they as different on paper as ehalk and, 
y’know. Bavarian dog eheese, but so eontrasting are 
the Mere and Lambo to drive that they feel not only of 
different breeds, but different speeies entirely 

Before its launeh, I had the AMG GT S pegged as a 
eompaet, lithe, aeeessible rival to the Porsehe 911. It 
really isn’t. This thing is a Sturm und Drang musele ear, 
a growling, brawling lump of V8 with enough ehest hair 
to eomb upwards into a gristly pair of sideburns. 

The 4.0 twin-turbo V8 might not have quite the 
whiperaek responsiveness of the SLS’s old 6.2-litre nat- 
asp unit, but it’s brutally effeetive nonetheless, serving 
up a savage thump of low-end torque that morphs to a 
mosh-pit metal roar past SOOOrpm. If you’ve seen Mad 
Max: Fury Road, imagine that film’s deafening, petrolly 
soundtraek eompressed into a small two-seater eabin. 
Entertaining? No doubt. Intimidating? Just a bit. 

As is the driving experienee. As in its big-brother 
predeeessor SLS, you sit way baek near the rear axle of 
the GT, surveying a vast prow of bonnet ahead. The 
front wheels feel several posteodes distant, while your 
posterior seems nestled right between the rear wheels, 
reeeiving every slip and shimmy in High-Definition Butt- 
O-Vision. Gertainly not an S-Glass eoupe. 

It all leads to a slightly disjointed feeling: whereas in 
the Lambo you feel right in the middle of the aetion, the 
four eorners of the ear pivoting around you, in the Mere 
you’re the pendulum. That’s the ease with all front- 
engined, rear-drive ears to some extent, but the AMG 
feels more so than most, despite the V8 aetually lurking 
entirely behind the front axle (in faet, the Mere’s weight 
eentre - oddly, given its profile - is aetually a fraetion 
behind middle) . 

That sensation of distanee is magnified by the steer- 
ing. Though the variable-ratio set-up gives the Mere a 
rabidly quiek front end, it eomes at the expense of 
real feel. Rather than sense through your fingers when 
you’re running out of grip on the front tyres, you have to 
just ehuek the AMG in and hope it’ll stiek. It does. 

Sometimes too mueh. To the great surprise of the 
Speed Week erew, the AMG GT S wasn’t keen to do 
sideways, and not just in my greasy, flailing hands. 

Maybe it was the traek temperature, maybe the Red Bull 
Ring’s stieky tarmae, but even TG’s finest merehants of 
oversteer struggled to eoax the Mere into steady, eon- 
trollable, smart slides. 

Partly that’s beeause switehing the AMG’s stability 
and eontrol systems to Aetually Properly Genuinely 
Off is a eomplex operation requiring the eode-breaking 
skills of a Silieon Valley aee. But even when we finally 
breaehed the mainframe and vanquished the nannies, 
the Mere still proved surprisingly spiky in the oversteer 
department. A strange state of affairs, given that most 
of AMG’s produee generally desires to ehuek itself into 
a drift at the least provoeation: exiting a supermarket 
parking spaee, say. 

But that’s with traetion eontrol off. Dial the settings 
baek to Sport+, and you find a sports ear with a serious 
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“THEY ARE AS 
DIFFERENT AS 
CHALK AND 
DOG CHEESE” 


amount of grip and pummelling paee. Even so, the AMG 
reminds me of the BMW M4 we brought to last year’s 
Speed Week: no question fast, no question an impressive 
teehnieal aehievement, but a ear that keeps you slightly 
at arm’s length from its innermost, oily workings. 

It might seem a little unfair to line up a Mereedes 
sports ear against a Lambo superear, but they’re not so 
far apart as you might think, these two. The Mere 
doesn’t give away mueh in the power department, the 
GT S’s V8 making 375kW against the Lambo VlO’s 
449kW. And sure, priees may start at R1.65m for the 
350kW AMG GT, but if you want this full-fat GT S, 
you’re looking at R2m without a hint of any optional ex- 
tra. The Lamborghini Huraean starts at R4.75m, though 
of eourse you ean punt it way north of that with some 
injudieious optionry. 

You know what? It might sound ehurlish to deseribe 
a lump of Italian exotiea as representing deeent value, 
but the Huraean does at least offer two ears for the 
priee of one. On the one hand, it’s a rare-breed VIO 
loon, that grand, naturally aspirated engine elimbing to 
a eortex-melting shriek as it eloses in on an 8250rpm 
limit, every brush of the aeeelerator returning an instant, 
savage response. On the other hand - and at the very 
same time, no less - it’s the most usable and friendly 
of 4WD sports ears, one that eneourages you to wring 
every last drop from the engine and tyres, that preeise 
double-eluteh ’box a lifetime removed from the thump- 
ing robo-manual in the Aventador. 

The 4WD set-up is equally sublime. In a tight eorner, 
you ean feather the Huraean between under- and over- 
steer on the throttle, the multiplate eluteh shifting pow- 
er seamlessly between front and rear. It never feels like 
it’s going to bite - it’s always entirely on your side. There 
has surely never been a more approaehable, exploitable 
mid-engined superear than this one. Through your 
hands, your baekside, even your ears, you know exaetly 
what the Huraean’s up to, exaetly when it’s eonsider- 
ing letting go. I realise this is the sort of sentenee one 
might write a eouple of weeks before being found deep 
in a field somewhere, elinging forlornly to a detaehed 
steering wheel with shards of Lambo deeorating the 
surrounding hedgerows, but until that fateful point I’m 
stieking with it. 

As when we tested the Huraean on iee in our big Sub 
Zero extravaganza in June [Issue 044] , I’m struggling to 
spot the eateh with the Huraean - beyond, /know, the 
faet it eosts almost R5m. Rear visibility isn’t too hot, but 
hey, if the view out the baek is your biggest eoneern, you 
probably won’t be shortlisting a mid-engined Italian su- 
perear. And some might find the eabin - with its points 
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LAMBORGHINI HURAGAN 

Price; R4 750 000 

Engine: 5204cc VI 0, 449kW @ 8250rpm, 560Nm @ 6500rpm 
Performance: O-lOOkph in 3.2secs, 325kph vmax 
Transmission: 7spd dual-clutch, AWD 
Economy: 12.5l/100km, 290g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1422kg 


MERGEOES-AMGGTS 

= Price: R1 991 670 

Engine: 3982cc twin-turbo V8, 375kW @ 6250rpm, 650Nm @ 1750rpm 
Performance: O-IOOkph in 3.8secs, 310kph vmax 
Transmission: 7spd auto, RWD 
Economy: 9.6l/100km, 224g/km CO 2 ” 

Weight: 1645kg 
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and strakes and jet-fighter-inspired whatsits - a bit juvenile. 
But again, isn’t that rather the entire point and purpose of a 
mid-engined Italian superear? 

Yes, the Huraean is less bitey than its predeeessors, but 
sanding Lambo’s traditionally sharper edges hasn’t resulted 
in a ear that feels blunt, homogenised or watered-down. It 
simply makes more of that prodigious power available more 
of the time. Sure, there will be faster, spikier versions to 
eome - a GT3-inspired Super Trofeo or similar, probably a 
lightweight Superleggera, maybe a RWD-only variant too - 
but this oh-so-tame base version is plenty for me, thanks. 

The AMG GT S is, no doubt, a eompelling ear, one that 
requires a eoneerted effort to learn to get the best from it. 
And in this broadband-enabled, eontent-on-demand, 
instant-streaming world in whieh we live, maybe that’s no 
bad thing. Just don’t expeet to jump in it and be an instant 
hero. The Lambo, eonversely, erowns you a driving god eaeh 
and every time you wriggle down into its low, bolstered seat. 
It’s a sereaming superear and friendly, four-wheel-drive 
sports ear in one. Diversity, yeah? 
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Beneath these workaday bodies lies real 
potency. The AMG C63 S and VW Golf R 
estate are perfect for avoiding the attention 
of the law, or your accountant... 


SI?® 










» TESTS:] 


MERCEDES-AMG CBS S i/s ITS IV BOLE B 





meets overworked back 
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erfect family cars? To those of us 
without kids - or an unhealthy 
obsession with films sueh as Drive - 
they’re perfeet getaway ears. 

Why so? Plentiful spaee for 
purloined valuables, the paee and 
preeision required to effortlessly 
eseape the law, and looks subtle enough to fox the easual 
observer. “What ear were they in?” “Er, a blue one...” 

Of eourse, subtlety has hardly ever been present in 
AMG history; audaeiously smoking rear tyres and thun- 
derous soundtraeks are typieally the dish of the day. And 
dowdily restrained as it looks, the new C63 will - of eourse 
- oblige rapseallion tendeneies. 

AMG’s bestseller joins the performanee division’s 
twin-turboeharged era in some style; there’s a 350kW 
'entry’ version, but the more potent G63 S, blazing all of its 
guns here, uses a wet-sump version of the 375kW 4.0-litre 
bi-turbo V8 found in the AMG GT S and squaring up to a 
Lamborghini elsewhere on traek. 

As sueh, remorseless tyre abuse isn’t mueh more than 
a puekish throttle jab away. But the ear’s finest triek is 
satisfying below its limits - erueial, given the sheeting rain 
as I head out for my exploratory laps of the sereamingly 
fast Red Bull Ring. 

Glambering into a 375-kilowatt hot rod ought to be a 
silly way to learn a raee eireuit, but there’s mueh about the 
G63 that weleomes. The steering, for starters. With more 
weight than big brother AMG GT’s raek, it does a mueh 
better impersonation of feel, and it’s also wonderfully 
quiek and aeeurate for a 1.7-tonne ear. 

Filling the empty engine bay left by Mereedes’s 
ripsnorting old 6.2-litre naturally-aspirated V8 was always 
going to be tough, but this 4.0-litre eomes elose. I’m 
assured it burbles away nieely when the various adjustable 
modes are toggled to Gomfort, but we’re on an FI traek. 

As soon as I realise the G63 won’t snap me nastily into the 
kitty litter. I’ve prodded everything to its raeiest setting. 

Onee done, the noise is pure blood ’n’ thunder. It 
sounds naughty enough being shunted around the pitlane. 
Passing 190kph on the straight between Turns 1 and 2? 
Goonish giggling is involuntary, and only exaeerbated by 
the tight, uphill exit of Remus, should you have eurtailed 
the eleetronie nannies... 

Drive it hard, and the G63’s bulk naturally leads to 
understeer. But its front-engine/rear-drive layout - the way 
ears always used to be - allows you to eounter this if you’re 
eomfortable, a smudge of slip at the rear tightening your 
line, and eorner after eorner, yielding a properly rapid flow 
around the eireuit. 

The G63 sits slap-bang in the sweet spot between the 
spiky M3 and numb RS4. But that deseription downplays 
just how riotously fun it proves on eireuit, shrugging off its 
ehunky kerbweight, shimmying its way out of eorners and 
thundering down the straights like the staidly suited hot 
rod that would slip so easily into all of our lives. 

Whieh is exaetly the role most of TG Towers had set 
aside for the Golf R Estate when Volkswagen whipped the 
eovers off it. The hateh, don’t forget, wowed Speed Week 
2014, being fun and interaetive in a way the go-fastest Golf 
simply never had been. Add the wagon body’s 1620-litre 
loadbay, and eloyingly overused phrases like 'world’s best 


all-rounder’ end up being wantonly flung around. 

We’re here to fling the ear around, though. After the 
Mere, you’d forgive the R’s 220kW 2.0-litre (make that 
206kW for South Afriea, thanks to our filthy fuel. But don’t 
worry, you ean’t buy one here anyway) for feeling puny. It 
has half the eylinders, turbos and eubie eapaeity, after all. 
But it also has a eouple of hundred kilos fewer to haul. Its 
torque is delivered good and early, as you’d expeet from 
sueh a boosted engine, but equally it’s not averse to being 
revved, and while the hateh’s manual option is absent, the 
DSG paddleshifter is snappy enough to stop your heart 
aehing too mueh. The steering might be a tad overly light 
and the synthesised soundtraek is a bit of a dud, but real 
bugbears stop there. 

After the RWD Mere, the AWD Golf easts a forgiving 
safety net very wide, with oodles of grip at both ends. Onee 
the eireuit dries, in faet, it takes real juvenility to extraet 
anything other than behemoth traetion from it, a hot 
hateh-esque bung unsettling things and finally revealing 
the exploitability I enjoyed so mueh on my most mem- 
orable experienee of the hatehbaek R. On slippy, bumpy 
loeal roads rather than a silk-smooth Austrian raeetraek, I 
admit. In the 'real world’, it just works. 

Remains a elassy thing too, and with barely fallible grip 
and bombastie paee, it aets the diddy Audi RS6 (immiment 
in SA) for less than half the priee. But I’d argue its talents 
are so well aeknowledged now, the Golf R’s shoek value has 
- somewhat inevitably - evaporated. 

No, the surprise faetor this year belongs to the 
repmobile that thinks it’s a raee ear, the AMG that’s so 
mueh more than an overburdened rear axle. We knew the 
G63 would be good, but no-one dared bet on it being great. 
Wannabe getaway drivers need look nowhere else. EZ3 

“THE NOISE OF 
THE MERC IS 
PURE BLOOD 
N’ THUNDER” 
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t would be helpful if the weather 
eould make its mind up. Bone 
dry would be preferable. Wet is 
at least an understandable theatre 
of war. But at the moment, the sun 
is poking untidy, meddling-bastard 
fingers of warming light through the 
elouds and making the dampish traek surfaee a patehwork 
of lies that plays hell with any attempt at eonsisteney. In this 
situation, the only eonsisteney Fm really eoneerned with is 
to remain eonsistently not buried in the barriers. 

It’s been trieky. First, there are the ears: a Ferrari 458 
Speeiale, a Nissan GT-R Nismo and a Corvette Z06. None of 
whieh is exaetly learner speeifieation. Seeond, there is the is- 
sue of 'manufaeturer optional’ tyres. Tyres that, on all three, 
look pretty mueh like slieks grazed with a warm soldering 
iron. Not so mueh tread as the rubbery ghosts of sipes eling- 
ing mournfully to existenee. I know this sort of tyre: stieky 
and eomforting when warm and pliable, ehina-handgun 
useful in the eold or wet. And instead of a traek that is small, 
tight, generously on-eamber and dry, all I have is a eireuit 
that’s huge, fast, patehily moist and littered with spiralling, 
off-eamber deseents. Dammit. 

Still, it’s hard not to be exeited. The Ferrari looks won- 
derful, a 458 with an extra tiekle of aerodynamie faney and 
3okW worth of stripes; the Corvette eonfidently aggressive 
and very yellow - sporting here the Z07 traek paekage, 
whieh ineludes earbon-eeramie brakes, ridieulous tyres with 
little lightning strikes and extra aero sprouting from various 
strategie positions; and the Nissan looks like it’s been torn 
from the pages of a Manga eomie, all swoops and gaps and 
stieky-out bits of neo-brutalism. 

Loins suffieiently girded, it’s the Ferrari that draws 
me first, simply beeause it’s been making so mueh bloody 
noise. Now, you may have expeeted the Ferrari to be lining 
up against the Lamborghini Huraean, but this little grouping 
is more relevant than a traditional domestie Italian eivil war. 
This is where foeus is delivered: the ears manufaeturer-mod- 
ified to deliver more on a traek. Not Traek speeials’ so mueh 
as honed road ears, but the ones that offer that bit more 
than before. The Ferrari, after a bare few laps, turns out to 
be a fair bit more than that. 

The Speeiale is something of a final, firework fiourish 
for the 458 Italia before it’s superseded by the turboeharged 
488 GTB; and when it eomes to naturally aspirated genius, 
it’s not so mueh a bonfire-night roeket as a very noisy 
surfaee-to-surfaee missile. Though the word 'noisy’ feels 
inadequate when deseribing what this 445kW, qooorpm V8 
sounds like smashing repeatedly into the rev-limiter. 'Bor- 
derline illegal’ is probably more appropriate, if only beeause 
'sonie battering ram’ sounds too mueh like something in 
Doetor Who’s toolbox. But, honestly, this isn’t just evoeative 
(it reaehes right into your autophiliae hindbrain, and fiieks 
switehes usually reserved for private use; and it’s not some 
magie valve system, either) - get anywhere above i8oorpm 
and the exhaust will start to blare like God’s own trumpet. 

The noise is just part of the story. The engine has been 
modified with high-lift earns, different pistons and shorter 
inlet traets (as well as that exhaust) to produee something 
of a masterpieee. The faet that it still has nearly 542Nm 
of torque is nothing short of speetaeular, and is down to a 
eompression ratio of 14:1. Big news, beeause it means that 
for eaeh stroke of a piston, the Speeiale is harvesting as 





mueh meehanieal energy as possible from every gulp of fuel 
and air. Context? The Speeiale has a eompression ratio more 
like a motorbike’s - most petrol ears don’t get above 10:1. 
Even eurrent Formula One motors are lower. 

What it translates to is a ear that feels like a raeer, 
but doesn’t have the peaky, irritable nature of a dedieated 
traek addiet. It’s really very easy to dodder about in, yspd Fi 
’box dipping between ratios like a street magieian shuffling 
eards. Inside, it’s all bare earbon and winnowed luxury, 
something that refieets engine noise and makes it even 
louder, and you do get the innate sense that weight has also 
been gently eulled from other areas. It has: the Speeiale 
features lighter alloys in the basie aluminium strueture, a 
lighter roof, earbon airbox, plastie rear window and shaved 
glass all round. Even the wheels are more delieate than the 
standard ear’s, the whole array amounting to a roughly 90kg 
loss from standard - and 458s aren’t heavy to start with. 

But when you go fast, things ehange. The relative 
positions of your internal organs, for a start. Aeeeleration 
is fieree, and linear. Not a huge surge, but a building wave. 
The steering is perhaps the most aeeurate and fieree of 
anything here, and you ean plaee the ear to the millimetre, 
with a level of feel and transpareney that allows you to tell 
what eolour the kerbs are without looking. And it just feels 
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together, front and baek and side-to-side. It’s a eliehe 
to say that you beeome a fully funetioning part of 
the Speeiale, but eliehes are often based on absolute 
truths. This is that immersive experienee. And 
beeause it’s so innately eonneeted, if you do overstep 
the mark, it slides with graee. Espeeially if you find 
the right balanee of the eleetronies with the side-slip 
eontrol and Fi-Trae diff; beeause it basieally allows 
you to slide, yet heroieally stops you from spinning. 

It’s not without its foibles, mind. Even though 
the bespoke Miehelins ean take a whole heap of 
abuse, if you lift quiekly, you ean upset the modified 
aero enough to make the Speeiale give you a proper 
warning wriggle. The reshaped rear spoiler and wide 
diffuser, as well as a widget of passive, deforming 
vanes, produee an entirely believable 210kg of down- 
foree at a relevant 20okph - the long lefts of Pirelli 
and Wiirth Kurve, as well as the kink on the straight 
before Remus, get eye-widening if you don’t trust it. 

It’s a total and utter eontrast to the blaek, men- 
aeing GT-R. Now, I was expeeting the Nissan to be 
fast, but I didn’t expeet it to hurt me. Aetually hurt. 
On some of the long left-handers, I had to bear down 
into my eore and erank my neek rigid just to make 
it around semi-eonseious. And there was a distinet 
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feeling that with all the blood pooled into the right-hand 
side of my body, my heart just might pump air rather than 
liquid, delivering the world’s most flatulent heart attaek. 
Honestly, the grip it produees for a road ear is simply aston- 
ishing. And it feels mueh more meehanieal than aerodynam- 
ie. Yes, the Nismo has an extra lookg of downforee over 
the standard GT-R, thanks to bits nieked from the Super 
GT raeing ear, ineluding a wider front end, lengthened rear 
bumper and that big, tuner-tastie boot wing, but that stuff 
doesn’t eome into play until silly speeds. 

What it does have at sub-light speeds is eustom Bilstein 
DampTronie dampers, different - hollow - anti-roll bars 
and new upper links for the suspension, the astounding 
ATTESA E-TS all-wheel drive and those super-stieky Dunlop 
tyres. The 3.8-litre bi-turbo V6 has also had a few tweaks, 
but again, it sounds like a little that translates into a lot. The 
turbos are from Nissan’s GT3 raeing ear, there’s a new EGU 
eontrolling both them and the higher-eapaeity fuel pump, 
and although a 37kW/i9Nm jump over standard doesn’t 
sound like mueh, it feels like it: the Nismo feels like it spins 
faster, breathes more freely, gets going with more hunger. 
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What that package gives you is the ability to set the 
ear into a eorner, all but floor it, and eannon out of the 
other side with all of your features swept to the opposite 
side of your faee. It will oversteer in Raee mode, but 
guessing at the relative speeds, I think you’re probably 
better avoiding the GT-R’s showboating, nailing a deeent 
line and making use of all that delieious traetion. Given 
the slingshot, you ean then use brakes that eause you to 
make little involuntary 'oof’ noises, a gearbox that feels 
even quieker than standard, and a more fluent feel than 
any GT-R I’ve ever driven. It feels lighter than usual (it 
is, but only by a marginal 20kg, thanks to earbon bueket 
seats and a few other bits), more direet, more pointy 
than ever before. It’s more aware and eonneeted, and 
turns in neek-snappingly hard. 

The steering isn’t as sweet as the Ferrari’s, the 
engine noise is whooshy and metallie in eomparison, 
and where the Speeiale requires delieaey and feels tippy- 
toes nervy, the GT-R is real seruff-of-the-neek, boot- 
in-the-faee stuff. But when it eomes to nailing a lap 
time, I don’t think I was far off the Ferrari - even 
with similar power and a 300kg weight disadvantage. 

The GT-R has grip and mid-range wallop that’ll make 
you feel siek. In a good way. It’s not exaetly poetie, 
but it’s about as effeetive as it gets. Tragie, then, that it’s 
still only under eonsideration for South Afriea. 

Whieh brings me to the Gorvette - a definite non-SA 
ear; whieh turned out to be, frankly, a bit seary. The Z06 
gets an Eaton-supereharged LT4 6.2-litre V8 making 
qSskW (a lot) and 88iNm (a very lot). But the bare 
horsepower isn’t really the abiding impression - it’s the 
torque. From 250orpm to sqoorpm, you get a kid- 
ney-popping 8o3Nm. On traek, that translates to a ear 
that will go fast in any gear, at any time. And one that ean 
spin its rear wheels, even bound with enormous traek- 
spee 335/ZR20 Miehelin Sport Gup 2 tyres, whenever 
it wants. It’s the only manual here (and a yspd), and 
although the throw is long, the lag between gates is soon 
negated by the blow-to-the-forehead delivery onee the 
eluteh plates are baek together. 

I think the GT-R may have given me a false sense of 
seeurity, but in the Vette I was definitely mueh, mueh 
quieker with its Performanee Traetion Management sys- 
tem fully engaged in Traek mode, and the eleetronie LSD 
working hard, rather than everything off. And, boy, does 
this thing make a ease for itself. All the good bits of the 
Stingray, but with more of everything: 37 per eent more 
power, 40 per eent more torque. Better - sometimes 
astonishing - earbon-eeramie brakes; a great bass-gurgle 
of a noise; flat, hard eornering, thanks to sophistieated 
magnetie damping, and the ability to spit the world 
baekwards on any given straight. 

But the Z06 is also a ear that requires you to step up. 
Driving it fast is easy: driving it to its potential is another 
thing entirely. The steering feels a little fake-heavy, and 
it doesn’t have the adjustability of the Ferrari or the 
four-square grip of the GT-R. The bonnet feels long, and 
you’re not - quite - as eonneeted as the other two from 
the flat-feeling driving seat, almost hanging on a bit too 
mueh. The tyres also take several laps to get warm, but 
when they do, the yellow peril’s resistanee to understeer 
is bordering on the absurd, and it takes time to trust it. 
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There’s also the small matter of gauging how best to 
deploy the engine, or you just waste time sorting out 
the surfeit of everything it provides. But when you 
get it right, it’s bewildering. It aetually makes you 
giggle, this Zo6, and I’m not sure if there’s a better 
reeommendation than that. It’s not perfeet. But it is a 
big-hearted, unapologetie, brilliant sports ear. 

So whieh is best? Well, it would be eopping out 
to say all three, but none of these is a dud. They’ll eat 
very mueh more expensive superears, and laugh 
while doing it, take to the traek and deliver an 
experienee that’ll tattoo itself on your brain. They fit 
their respeetive briefs perfeetly. But the GT-R is the 
least immersive of the three. It’s possibly the 
quiekest (eertainly in the wet), but it really is about 
the winning, and not the taking part. If you want to 
humble other people, then it has no eompetition. But 
it’s starting to feel its age and isn’t as viseeral as the 
other two. The Vette and Ferrari are harder to eall. 
Completely different. Both intensely satisfying, but 
for totally different reasons. We need more time. 

And more roads. I think this one is going to lead to 
an argument... B3 











1th the Red Bull Ring 


duo of lightweights cope 




ompared with the Ferrari 
and Lamborghini eollee- 
tion, this might look like 
the short-straw group. 
Espeeially on a power 
eireuit like this one, where 
you need all the kilowatts 
you ean muster to haul up the long hill from 
Castrol Edge (Turn i) to Remus (Turn 2), then 
fire you out of there and along to Raueh (Turn 3). 
But that’s not the ease. Beeause this pair has been 
designed to wring out as mueh fun as possible 
from every metre of road or traek you point them 
at. These are the real-world superears. 

This Lotus Elise 220 Cup (formerly known 
as the S Cup), is the softer, road-going version 
of the Cup R. Highlights of its spee inelude a 
supereharged 1.8-litre four-eylinder Toyota engine 
that makes i62kW when pushed to its red line, an 
all-up weight of 952kg and some eomieally huge 
aero bits whieh eombine to squash the ear into 
the traek with 100kg of foree at iqokph-odd. So 
it’s almost 400kg lighter than the weight of the 
Porsehe, but also gives away i2ikW. Almost a full 
eompliment of kilowatts eourtesy of a Ford Fiesta 
ST. That aero had better be good - Fve got high 
hopes and expeetations for this ear. 

Whieh make the next few laps inereasingly dis- 
appointing. At first I think it’s the weather - it’s 
not the warmest day, so I give the ear a eouple of 
laps to heat through - but when the ear eontin- 
ues to be unkeen to turn in, all the grip being at 
the baek not the front, I start to wonder. Perfeet 
steering and damping are the touehstones of Lo- 
tus’s offer to the world, but this ear doesn’t have 
the first feature by a long way, so I start to lose 
interest in exploiting the seeond. On top of that, 
the gearbox feels strangely aged and impreeise, 
offset to the right and just not that mueh fun to 
use. Whieh, on a buzz-bomb ear you have to stir 
as often as this one, is a bit of a problem. 

It’s so odd that I start to think it might be the 
traek, with its many adverse eambers, throwing 
the Lotus off the seent. But then I have a blast in 
a eouple of other ears, and they are fine; plus, I re- 
mind myself that this is a Lotus, for heaven’s sake. 
It, of all things, should be the master of this plaee. 


shrugging off anything we ean put it through. But 
this ear on this day ean’t. I suspeet a great deal of 
its problems were down to the tyres, whieh never 
seemed to heat up. But as we didn’t have anything 
to swop them with, we just had to leave them as 
they were. I know it ean be better, a lot better, 
than this, so I park it and move onto the Porsehe 
Cayman GT4. 

Where the mood of disappointment disap- 
pears before I’ve even got into it. In pietures, the 
GT4 looks a little eomplieated and fussy with 
all its extra seoops and wing, but in the metal 
and earbon fibre, trust me, it looks perfeet. And 
that’s largely beeause it is. In ease you missed the 
memo, the GT4 is the ear we’ve all been asking 
Porsehe to build for years - a Cayman with the 
bigger 3.8-litre engine from the 911 Carrera S. But 
it’s also mueh more than that. As the alphanumer- 
ieal name suggests, it’s a produet of Porsehe’s GT 
division, so it’s speeial. 

That motor gives it 33kW more than the 
boggo Cayman GTS, the front suspension is lifted 
almost wholesale from the sublime GT3, and the 
manual (the only option) gearbox lifted from the 
GTS has had the gearstiek slightly shortened. You 
ean have it with a rear eage fitted - and a front 
one too, if raeing is all you plan to do with it - 
plus it has the same earbon brakes as its bigger, 
rear-engined brother. So it’s the real deal on paper 
- will it be able to master this trieky traek? 

As with most triek and quiek ears, it takes 
about 10 metres to realise you are in the presenee 
of something brilliant. The engine doesn’t have 
the immediate zing of the GT3’s qooorpm red- 
lined motor, but there are no eomplaints with the 
way it shoves the ear up the road. The gearehange, 
while not as exquisitely preeise as on the GTS, 
requiring a fraetion more of your time to eliek 
home eaeh oeeasion, is still benehmark good. And 
the ehassis, well., you eould write a rather wordy 
book about that. 

The most impressive thing, though, is the way 
the GT4 steers. It grips, grips, then grips even 
more, raising your eonfidenee level to go ever 
faster. The GT3 front end is surely a good part 
of that, but bringing that bigger, more powerful 
engine into the middle of the ear also helps, as 



“YOU COULD WRITE A 
BOOK ABOUT TH E GT4’S 
CHASSIS” 









Rear wing angle can be 




can also be fiddled with 
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. ™^-^RSfiHE CAYMAN GT4 


Price: R1 156 000 
Engine: 3800cc 6cyl, 
283kW @^q0rpm,—__- 
420Nmj(^j4750rpml3^ ~ 
Performance: 0-10 Okph ~ 
in 4.4secs, 295l<ph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, RWD 
Economy: 10.31/1 00km, 


238g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1340kg 



“THE 
LOTUS 
ELISE 
SHOULD 
BE MASTER 
OF THIS 
PLACE” 


you can rotate the ear and generally get into, 
through and elear of eorners faster than you 
thought possible in any of the other ears in 
this trio - or most here at Speed Week. 

Whieh is why the Porsehe wins this traek 
shoot-out with one wheel tied behind its baek. 
But then again the Elise underwhelmed so 
mueh that even a Chevy Spark would have 
exeited more. The Lotus on a good day should 
have been a lot eloser to the Porsehe and 
more entertaining than this one was. We Ve 
driven enough good ones to give this Elise a 
bye this time. But not today. 

If you live in South Afriea, and in the 
bigger seheme of things, the Elise is a non- 
ear, beeause theyVe long stopped bringing 
Lotuses here anyway. Add to that the parent 
eompany’s dodgy reeent finaneial shenanigans 
and you’re effeetively giving donating eharity 
money to the lost eause of a terminal eaneer 
vietim instead of buying a ear. And good luek, 
too, if you own one, beeause there’s no one to 
sendee it loeally and most definitely no-one to 
buy it if you deeide to sell. Lemon alert. 

The peerlesly pedigreed Porsehe Cayman 
GT4, by eontrast, requires no exeuses to 
aehieve its vietory here, only more praise for 
being a fantastieally fun ear to drive fast all 
day - it’s everything a performanee ear should 
be. And it’s built by a eompany that hasn’t 
gone belly-up only to be bought by a Malay- 
sian firm who has no intention of turning a 
onee-great brand (with Fi sueeess) around. 

I haven’t driven it on the road yet, but I’ll 
bet the Cayman GT4 just as good outside the 
eireuit as it’s been here. Besides the faet that 
it’s sold at a giveaway priee, it’ll take a very 
speeial ear to beat it, and we have a few of 
those here, so let’s see what happens next. 
Short straw? Nah. fZB 



162kW @ 6800rpm, 
249Nm @ 4600rpm 
Performance: O-lOOkph 
in 4.6secs, 225kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd 
manual, RWD 
Economy: 7.51/1 00km, 
175g/km CO 2 
Weight: 952kg 









Cobra production 
started in 1965 and 
numerous iterations 
have seen 1116 
made. ‘Our’ TAH-1 F 
was acquired from 
the US army in 
2002 and rebuilt 


Military AH -1 Fs come 
armed with a 
three-barrel 20mm 
gun under the nose 
four 


and can carry 
TOW missiles, eight 
Hellfire missiles, or 
oneAIM-9L 
t Sidewinder ^ 


While the Cobra has 
been replaced by the 
Apache for US 
military operations, 
it’s still being used to 
defend other * 
countries, Japan, 
Jordan and Korea 
ifc- included j 
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BELL COBBA TAIL-IF ILELLBOPIEB 


The View from the 
heli. Possibly the 
best view of the week 


The Flying Bulls Cobr 
is - understandably 
- demilitarised, instea 
hosting smoke 
generators, built by 
Red Bull and used foi 
extra air-show flair 


It’s got more power than the PI, Z06 and MX-5 combined. 
And they don’t have missiles. Meet our attack helicopter 


WORDS: STEPHEN DOBIE / PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN WYCHERLEY 


ITS SPEED WEEK’S PRICIEST ENTRANT 

At around Rl35 million new, its equivalent to 
filling your dream garage with all 13 cars here. 
More than twice. 

But you get what you pay for. The thing 
isn’t even moving and we’ve regressed back 
to schoolboy impishness, mouths agape as we 
produce an identical set of pictures on each of 
our cameraphones. Even Bruno Senna scamp- 
ers over, grinning like an idiot as he finds more 
and more details to throw at Instagram. Missile 
buttons! Gunner controls! Smoke cannons! 

Impossibly narrow yet impressively long, the 
Bell Cobra TAH-1 F is a bewitching thing from 
every angle, emanating devastating potential 
despite the fact it’s been neutered by Red Bull 
branding. Its role has morphed from weapon 
of war to entertainer, as one of the 19 various 
aircraft and helicopters that comprise the Jager- 
bomb host drink’s ‘Flying Bulls’ collection. 

While smaller choppers carry out the stunts 
- pilot Siegfried ‘Blacky’ Schwarz using one to 
backflip himself into the helicopter aerobatics 
record books - the Cobra is all about noise and 
speed, its 351 kph maximum available from as 


little as 10cm above the ground. 

The Cobra was the first attack helicopter 
to place the pilot’s seat behind and above the 
rifleman’s, yielding vantage points that allowed 
them to swop roles. It entered service in the late 
Sixties, earning its stripes in Vietnam, acting 
as air support for ground operations as well as 
partnering the Scout observation chopper as 
the deadly half of a ‘hunter/killer’ team. Pacifist? 
Take solace in the more recent Cobra speciality 
of forest-fire fighting. 

Today, it’s faced the more obscure task of 
hosting Rowan and his camera, hovering metres 
above 18 moving cars. Oh, and a race against 
the McLaren, narrowly losing to the stopwatch 
but unsurprisingly winning the hearts and gasps 
of a crowd of onlookers. 

It’s all in a day’s work for Blacky, who tours 
the world doing bonkers things in helicopters, 
an enviable career step after chopper training 
in the army and 21 years of mountain rescues. 
“Yeah. I have a good job,” is his crushing 
understatement. I’ve spoken to him for about 
four minutes, which I class as adequate niceties 
before saying: “Can I have a go, please?” 


BELL COBRA 
TAH-1F 
ATTACK 
HELICOPTER 

Price: R135m 
Engine: T53-L-703 
turboshaft, 1342kW 
Top speed: 351 kph 
Cruising speed: 

296kph 

Economy: 400 litres 
per hour 
Dimensions: 
13.8m (I), 4.2m (h), 
w3.2m (w), 13.4m 
(main rotor) 
Weight: 2994kg 
(empty), 4536kg 
(max take-off) 


And so I’m in the rifleman’s seat, instinc- 
tively using the international pointy finger 
signal for ‘helicopter take-off’ while avoiding an 
inadvertent shoeing of the ominously accessible 
floor pedals. 

After demonstrating the Cobra’s ability 
to nosedive at near 90-degree angles from 
bum-quivering altitudes. Blacky carries out a 
fast lap of the circuit. Christ, this is quick: mem- 
ories of eye-widening runs up the back straight 
in the Nismo GT-R crumble as we barrel along 
before the necessary, dramatic climb up to and 
around the awkwardly tight second turn. 

It’s gobsmacking, grin firmly fixed behind 
the furry-ball microphone of my three-sizes- 
too-big helmet as we power round, the whirly- 
bird’s-eye view revealing just how imperfect my 
cornering lines were in mere motorcars. 

The most astonishing thing? It’s all balletic, 
with none of the funny-tummy rollercoaster 
feeling I’d bargained for. Blacky’s right - it’s all 
noise and speed, and everyone’s smitten by it. 

A hundred-odd mill? Worth every cent. 
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can’t remember what had 
distraeted me, but I was the 
last one there. It’s the end of 
day two and out on the main 
straight, the eover shoot is 
oeeurring, while in pit garage 
1 1 it’s an impromptu game of 
musieal ehairs. And I’ve already lost. 

So I kneel on the floor among a seatter of radios, 
ear keys, ehip paekets and phones as we deeonstruet 
the past eouple of days and 13 ears, looking for the 
best seven to take up into the Austrian mountains at 
dawn tomorrow. We eould be having this diseussion 
in a bar, and that would be very pleasant, but we’ve 
all been doing this long enough to know that deei- 
sions have to be made before beer gets involved. 

There are no golden buzzers here (if there were, 
you’d be seeing a small, liveried rally ear belting up a 
mountain) , but a few mutually agreed golden tiekets 
are being issued to the Porsehe Cayman GT4, Ferrari 
458 Speeiale and Mazda MX-5. 

But there’s a problem. A big one. We learned 
earlier today that beeause the Mazda is a pre- 
produetion ear with no VIN plate, it’s about as road- 
legal in Austria as the PI GTR. It has to stay behind. 
We’re gutted. We want it there so badly, we eonsider 
trailering it to the toll road, but the law won’t bend. 

Although we want an affordable hero ear in the 
final mix, it won’t be the Mini JCW, either. It’s good, 
but unlike the Megane Trophy-R, not exeeptional. 

The Freneh hateh sneaks through, squeaky brakes 
and all. It overrides the Golf R estate, too - no doubt 
a brilliant road ear, but laeking the last ounee of abili- 
ty that made the hateh sueh a star last year. 

Tom Ford raises the subjeet of the Mereedes-AMG 
C63. He’s sold, and so am I - it proved a mueh 


friendlier and more effeetive traek deviee than we 
expeeted, and I suspeet those that aren’t bothered 
either way might have aetually forgotten to drive it - 
it’s easily overlooked in the Speed Week pit lane. 

Neither does the Lotus Elise 220 Cup R (whieh 
against all expeetations never really gelled with this 
high-speed eireuit) make it any further. 

The Porsehe Cayman GT4 eould have been pro- 
moted to the big-boys elub and eompeted with the 
Corvette Z06, 458 Speeiale and Nissan GT-R Nismo. 
Think it would have done well there, too. For me, 
the Ferrari was the stand-out ear, and I didn’t gel 
with the Corvette Z06 - too heavy, too snatehy at 
the limit, a bit of a handful, to be very honest. The 
Nissan, mighty as ever, misses out - still so impres- 
sive, but the tune of the PlayStation generation 
it-ear has now beeome overly familiar. 

The Lamborghini Huraean goes through. That’s a 
no-brainer. Most people love the eonfidenee/drama 
eombo, but on the eireuit I was more impressed 
by the Mere AMG GT - although that was basieally 
beeause I didn’t think mueh of it on bumpy British 
baek roads; but as suspeeted, it took to a smooth, 
fast raeetraek very well. But ultimately it’s not 
enough for the AMG. The Vette, the ear that has the 
most similar layout to the GT, garnered more votes 
and prevented the Mere making it any further. 

And that’s it, 13 beeome six. Later, all six are 
driven baek to the hotel and we stand in the ear 
park outside Sehloss Gabelhofen, suddenly faeed 
with our seleetion. We look at them. What a 
eraeking line-up, what a frankly unbelievable eouple 
of days. We head to the bar. An hour later we’re 
trying to work out whieh of our finalists we should 
kiek out so we ean have Blaeky’s attaek helieopter in 
our final six instead. 
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VW GOLF R WAGON 


MEGANE TROPHY-R 


LOTUS ELISE 220 CUP 


MERCEDES-AMGC65S 


PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 4.5 


CORVETTE Z06 


MERCEDES-AMGGTS 


FERRARI 458 SPECIALE 


NISSAN GT-RNISMO 


LAMBO HURACAN 


MCLAREN P1 GTR 


» TEST 8: 


THE HOAD IHIP 


AFTER THE RING 
COMES THE ROAD: 
2 DAYS, 6 CARS AND 
1 MOUNTAIN PASS 





» rtSTB: : 
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'‘Lust aufeine swap?!” bellows a man from the burly re- 
doubt of an overladen VW Passat estate. At least, that’s 
what I think he shouts. It takes a moment for my ereaky 
German to do some on-the-fly translation, and even 
though the engine is only idling, the bare earbon interior 
of the 458 Speeiale is doing an irritatingly good job of re- 
fleeting every minute vibration and filling my head with 
high-eompression white noise. IVe also just driven up 
a mountain pass, at speed, and am feeling like someone 
has punehed me repeatedly in the adrenals. 

“Yes!” I shout, miming being attaeked by a small 
swarm of imaginary bees, “A FERRARI - it’s very 
NOISY” - the last aeeompanied by sueh a spike in tone 
that it makes me appear lightly lunatie. I’m somewhat 
distraeted by the faet that the man’s hairdresser appears 
to have got bored and given up mid-eut, and that his 
ehildren look a bit seared. 

"Ich spreche nicht Osterreich - NO OFFENCE!” I 
shout as he starts to reverse. If he were on foot, at this 
point he would be baeking away slowly, palms out, 
making gentle eooing noises. His wife is also looking 
inereasingly eoneerned, and muttering something from 
the eorner of her mouth. As soon as there’s a gap in traf- 
fie, the Passat pulls away faster than is neeessary. 


Having done my bit for international relations, and 
realised belatedly that it’s probably not possible to 
'speak Austria’, I pull out, follow a now-terrified German 
family up the mountain, and go and join the rest of the 
group at the top. And what a group. After an inereasingly 
frank - by whieh, I mean 'offensively sweary’ - eonver- 
sation about what to bring on our road trip, and at least 
one flouneing strop about the flagrantly illegal Mazda 
MX-5, we have settled on what we think are the most 
satisfying ears. Not neeessarily the fastest, just the 
ones that made us grin the most. Unsurprisingly, this is 
TopGear, and we’ve ended up with most of the fast ones 
anyway, but I’m not sure anyone’s partieularly surprised. 

Still. The Ferrari 458 Speeiale and the Lamborgh- 
ini Huraean seemed obvious. Similarly, the Porsehe 
Cayman GT4 waltzed straight through the qualifieation 
round smiling smugly and making everything else feel 
a bit silly and purposeless. The Megane arrived as a 
hot-hateh blue-eollar hero; although it’s a silken eollar, 
seeing as the RenaultSport eosts R702k. The Z06 eaused 
some debate, but after a brutal traek showing, we felt 
the newest iteration of the Corvette worthy of some 
road kays. The Mereedes-AMG C63 also snuek in as a 
wildeard, everyone impressed by its neat ’n’ eomplete 
duality: more-door Dr Jekyll usability eombined with the 
Mr Hyde tyre-shredding hooliganist. 

But it was as a happy little eonvoy that we headed off 
into deepest Austria to find some bumpy and irregular 
real-world roads. It didn’t, in all honesty, take long. We 
headed down the S36 from Spielberg and joined the 317 
west, before hitting the 96, the 97 and then, somewhat 
eounter-intuitively, the 95, towards a plaee ealled 
Turraeherhohe, whose pronuneiation merely requires a 
vigorous throat-elear. We then ran some busy, sweeping 
valley roads, lieked through a series of tiny hamlets try- 
ing unsueeessfully to remain ineonspieuous, and a few 
hours later turned left past the village of Unter-Winkl 
towards a road ealled the Noekalmstrasse. 

Now, the Noekalm road is a little-known streteh 
of eurious wiggle in the middle of the Noekberge 
National Park, swaddled in the Karnten (Carinthia) 
region of Austria. It eonneets the Lieser valley with the 
upper Gurk valley, and features essentially a one-road. 
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‘WE ENDED UP 
WITH THE 
REALTY FAST 
DN6S. NQ-ONE 
IS.SUIIPRISED’’ 
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THE NOCKALM ROAD IS 
54KM AND 52 CORNERS OF 
TWO-LANE PLAYGROUND” 
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two-lane playground over 34km and 52 variously eambered 
hairpins, peaking at over 2000m. The lower reaehes are thiek 
with spruee, lareh and stone pine, and as you elimb, the 
vegetation peters out to provide serious views of the region, 
what the loeal tourist board refers to as the ‘Noeky Moun- 
tains’. It sounds faintly eomedie, but rest assured it isn’t. 

The bottom bits are flowing, fast and well sighted, starting 
to eompress into ehallenging hairpins and sweepers nearer 
the top. Just perfeet. It’s at the bottom the trouble starts. 

You’d think that it’d be easy. After all. I’m driving the all- 
wheel-drive, 449kW, VI 0 Lamborghini Huraean. 

It is simply solid. Medium-to-pressing-on speeds, it 
remains utterly unflappable, with a gearbox that doesn’t 
shunt, suspension that absorbs in all the right plaees and 
all the body eontrol that you expeet from sueh a low-flying 
wedge. Go faster, and you foster a whole new extremity of 
widened eyes. The littlest Lambo starts to move around, feel 
more rear-wheel drive, really dig and elaw into eorners. The 
steering feels a little fake - but it’s hard to remain impassive. 
As the "base’ of the Lamborghini range, the Huraean is an es- 
peeially mighty starting point. Maybe I shouldn’t have begun 
with the Lambo - it’s possible everything else from here on 
in is likely to feel a little tame. 

Soon, we’re at the tieket gates - the Noekalm Road is 
a toll - and we pause for breath. The National Park road 
stretehes away up the mountain, and it looks bueolie - it was 
only opened in 1981 - and just reeently reopened after the 
year’s snow melt. 

As we deseend from the peak-post Eisentalhohe parking 
area for the first time, I go looking for the Corvette, thinking 
that some supereharged V8 grunt might be in order. I find 
the grunt, but also find a little too mueh of it. Honestly, 
trying to wrestle the Z06 up these kinds of roads is bottom- 
elenehing - the gearing feels galaetie, requiring mostly 
just the first two, and the delivery of 881Nm something of 
a finagle to produee without wheelspin. Even though the 
tyres are super-stieky, the engine is so brawny that you 
tend to get a eonfident front end during turn-in, followed 
by a rear that stieks hard before letting go ultra-suddenly. 
The Performanee Traetion Management system helps, but 
there’s something about these roads that demands a more 
natural eonneetion - to be blunt, where the big Vette was 
almighty on the traek, it feels big, over-tyred, over-power- 
ful and sledgehammer-unwieldy on these tight, teehnieal 
roads. It’s disappointing, if I have to be honest - the highway 
eruise down was all genial burble and oe 
swell torque, and although the Corvette 
undoubtedly a fantastie thing, it just doe 
suit where we are. 

The Renault doesn’t suffer from 
musele-ear syndrome. Seriously, if you 
wonder about the relevanee of ears 
with 881Nm, the Megane Trophy-R 
is a good reason why you ean make a 
perfeetly satisfying performanee ear 
with less than half that. So it’s not got 
the drama of a serious engine note - mo 
turbo whoosh than aural 'experienee’ - 
and it feels utterly dull inside, but onee 
you’ve got used to the way that you 
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can point it at any of the hairpins on the Noekalm pass 
and let the meehanieal front diff drag the nose, it’s 
faintly addietive. Why? Beeause you ean really use it. 
Repeatedly bash it off the rev-limiter, bung it at a eorner 
and feel safe, small and intuitive. There’s no ineipient 
lift-off oversteer, just eomforting, easy-to-deal with un- 
dersteer at the ragged edge, and a whole heap of fun in 
between. Mueh as I wanted not to like it - the harnesses 
are ridieulous - the Trophy-R is a real-world weapon. 
Stuff like this really helps when you’re in a plaee where 
the railings are speeifie and patehy, and untidy has 
unfortunate eonsequenees. 

The AMG C63 is another surprise on the road. With 


sober, bordering on dull, looks, the AMG saloon looks 
like it might be the straight man of the group - here just 
to provide a eounterpoint to all the other high-drama 
silliness. Not true. Snarling, popping exhaust, tidy 
eontrol, deeent steering; the Mereedes sheds pereeived 
weight when you go fast and goes the full AMG, with 
a twin-turbo 4.0-litre V8 that’s never found laek- 
ing. Switeh everything off, and it’s aetually slightly 
deranged, but more amenable than BMW’s M3. It’s 
absolutely brilliant. Think of it as a business suit with 
boxer’s knuekles at the euffs. 

However, after many hours, and several trips up, 
down, and around the Noeky Hills, there were two ears 


“IT’S NO SURPRISE THAT 
THERE ISN’T A LOSER HERE” 
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» tests: : 


“TWO CARS 
REALLY STOOD 
OUT; THE FERRARI 
458 AND THE GT4“ 


that stood out. The Ferrari 458 Speeiale and the Porsehe 
Cayman GT4. If any two ears were made for mountain 
passes, it’s these two. They have several things in eommon: 
pointiness with a side-order of steering preeision, a glory 
of naturally aspirated revs and predietable, generous grip. 
The Ferrari is obviously the more theatrieal, bouneing V8 
Armageddon off every roek faee and flat surfaee, reaming 
its gears and turning with the barest flieker of the steering 
wheel. It is, for all the pretension that the Ferrari brand 
brings, something almost transeendent. Everything you 
imagine a modern Ferrari to be, this is it. Whieh makes it 
ironie to imagine that by the time you read this, the Spe- 
eiale will be superseded by the turboeharged 488. 

The Ferrari also eosts R5 million, whieh makes the 
Cayman GT4 even more of a bargain. Here’s a ear that 



MEGANE RS TROPHY-R 

Price; R702 464 ‘ ' 

’ ' Engine: 1998cc turbo 4cyr ’ . ■ 

201l<W@5500rpm, ' 

360Nm @ 3000rpm 
Performance: O-IOOkph in 
5.8secs, 254kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd manual, FWD 
Economy: 7.51/1 00km, 174g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1297kg 


FERRARI 458 SPECIALE 

Price; R4 977 500 >7 
■7 Engine; 4497ccV8,y"' ^ 

■ 445kW (S 9000rpm' 

540Nm @ 6000rpm 
Performance: 0-1 OOkph in 
3.0secs, 325kph vmax 
Transmission: 7spd FI dual-clutch, RWD 
Economy: 13.31/1 00km, 307g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1395kg 


PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4 

Price; R1 136 000 
; Engine: 3800cc 6cyl, 

283kW @ 7400rpm, . , 

'.7 ^ -77 420Nm @ 4750rpm 
Performance: 0-1 OOkph in 
4.4secs, 295kph vmax 
Transmission: 6spd manual, RWD 
Economy: 10.31/1 00km, 238g/km CO; 
Weight: 1340kg 
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^:iM'^-('7SW0 ^'ssoSrpa," 't?-? ' 

:v^;^.76.6Nm ® I756rpm ■**''^^-V 
1 Performance: 0-1 OOkph in 
4.0secs, 250kph vmax 
Transmission: 7spd automatic, RWD 
Economy: 8.41/1 00km, 192g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1730kg 


.fSt::.:44^9kW ti) 8250rdknW ■ 

■w '560Nm @ 6500rpm :^: 

^ Performance: 0-1 OOkph in 
3.2secs, 325kph vmax 
Transmission: 7spd dual-clutch, AWD 
Economy: 12.51/1 00km, 290g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1422kg 


^V62fe'supie^ar^^3 ^ 

' 881 Nm @ 5600rpm 

')w .. ..Ij Performance:" O-lOOkph in ' 7^!^’ / 
■ ' ^ 3.3secs, 299kph vmax - —.r. : 

Transmission: 7spd manual, RWD 
Economy: 13.51/1 00km, 350g/km CO 2 
Weight: 1640kg 


feels more 911 GT3 than warmed-up Cayman S. A ear 
that polishes your inputs, refines your abilities. A manual 
gearbox that adds extra involvement, matehes your 
downshifts as you brake and ehange direetion, earving 
and slieing through the eountryside with monotonous 
brillianee. The engine builds to a raw, meehanieal elimax, 
the suspension is firm but eompliant, and there’s always 
more - more grip, more speed, more fun. It’s an almost 
seminal sports ear at this priee level. At any level. It 
dominated the traek, and on real-world roads, it effort- 
less delivers another fiawless performanee. 

Having already winnowed the original field down from 
an exeeptionally strong starting line-up, it’s no surprise 
that there isn’t a loser here. The Z06 doesn’t suit these 
roads, but given the right situation, there is nothing that 


ean hold a eandle to it for devastation per dollar. The 
Ferrari and Lamborghini are exeeptional, eaeh offering 
something entirely different on an experiential level, both 
ineredibly satisfying on an emotional one. The Megane 
would be a giant-killer if it were half the priee, but for 
R700k-odd it really ought to be this good, and the Mere 
C63 shows that you ean have the ealm as well as the 
storm. The Cayman CT4 is imperious, ineredible, and 
well worth selling a ehild for. 

I was pondering the thorny issue as I eaught sight of a 
familiar overburdened VW as the light faded and we 
slieed down through the bottom of the hill in small 
eonvoy, noisy, silly, fast and fabulous. As the slightly 
panieked faees reeeded in the mirror, I deeided that, no, 

I don’t want to swop. Not a single one of them. 






> Leave nothing behind. 


A sleek, stylish Thule roof box gives you ultimate protection and security, carrying 
everything from outdoor gear and luggage to stuff for daily life. 

Living an active lifestyle, going on vacation or just in need of the extra space? Our wide 
range of roof boxes have something that fits every need. You will benefit more from 
travelling than ever before. 

Thule Motion 200 

The comfortable and most spacious roof box 



Thule Touring 200 

The functional roof box for all your needs 



For more information visit thule.com. 

To find the perfect fit for you, click on Buyers Guide 
To find a store near you click on Dealer Locator. 


Bring your life 

thule.com 




BMW 4351 , ABARTH 500 RENAULT MEGANE VW AMAROK 


It's a car, not an internet cafe ^ Tlie Scorpion crawls back under its rock Farewell, fast French friend i Whose box is biggest of tbem all? 
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MAZDA CX-5 2.2 DE AKERA AWD 


HELLO 


& 1440kg 


2191cc, 4cyl turbodiesel. AWD. 129kW. 420Nm 4F 6A il 5.9/100km. 155g/km C02 ^ O-lOOkph in 9.4sec. 204kph 
R R430 500 Total km 469 Driver Owen Willoughby Why it was here Is it the best mid-range SUV in this ever-growing market? 



magine my excitement when I 
heard that the next long-term 
test vehicle under my care 
was to be the Mazda CX-5 
Akera AWD. I heard Akira , and had a 
nerdgasm on the spot. For those who don’t 
know, Akira is one of the most popular ani- 
me films ever. Number two on my list of all- 
time great cult Japanese animation films, in 
fact. However, it appears our long-termer’s 
name is spelled Akera’; if you Google it, 
you’ll find it refers to a marine genus of sea 
hare in the family Akeridae, from the late 
Jurassic period (thank you, Wikipedia). I’m 
naming my CX-5 Akira - it’s cooler! 

The Mazda CX-5 2.2L DE Akera 
AWD (to give it its full title) was one of the 
first to employ Mazda’s SkyActiv technol- 
ogy - basically, Mazda’s philosophy for re- 
defining the car. To quote: “Stop at nothing 
to deliver the very best in everything about 
cars, be it their safety and fuel efficiency. 


IN DETAIL 



Two examples of 
great Japanese art 
and design. 
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or simply how fun they are to drive. ” And 
from this heady ideal comes what Mazda 
calls the Kodo design theme. Kodo means 
‘Soul of Motion’. Apparently. If Mazda’s 
advertising is to be believed, the look of 
the car was also inspired by the predatory 
stance of a cheetah stalking its prey. 

Well... I don’t know about that; what 
I do know is that compared to its rivals, 
the CX-5 is the best-looking mid-range 
SUV. With the new Mazda corporate 
face front and centre in the grille design, 
together with those swooping body lines 
and finished off with gunmetal 19in alloys, 
the CX-5 definitely has a sporty-yet-tough 
look about it. On the inside it doesn’t 
appear that spacious, but it’s not cramped 
either. And our test model has come fully 
specced, with all the bells and whistles: 
full leather interior and MZD Connect 
infotainment system with satellite naviga- 
tion, including a fascia-mounted colour 
touchscreen with rear-mounted camera and 
a nine-speaker Bose sound system - my 
favourite feature so far. 

The rear seat offers a 40:20:40 split 
via levers in the boot; and another clever 
bit of kit is the cargo cover, which rises 
as you open the tailgate. Boot space is a 
cavernous 405 litres. Power is provided 
by a 2.2-litre turbodiesel with a two-stage 
turbo delivering 129kW at 4500rpm, and 
a notable 420Nm of torque at 2000rpm 


- more than enough grunt to power all four 
wheels via the six-speed automatic gearbox. 
And there’s a host of new safety features; 
for example. Lane Keep Assist alerts you 
with a bit of subtle vibration should you 
stray into another lane. 

It’s fair to say the CX-5 will have its 
work cut out for it in the heavily-contested 
SUV market, going up against the likes 
of the Honda CR-V, Nissan’s X-Trail, the 
Ford Kuga and others. An interesting and 
road-trippy year lies ahead for me and the 
CX-5; but what I know right now is that 
it certainly has the others bested terms of 
aesthetics, already. 


MAZDA CX-5 


GOODSTUFF BADSTUFF 


Quality of 
the cabin. 

SUV ride 
height without 
the roll. 

A Value for 
money (most 
affordable in its 
segment). 


▼ Too early to 
tell; it arrived 
with 150km 
on the clock, 
and we’ve only 
added 319. Will 
all that tech help 
or hinder the 

CX-5? Wait 
and see. 













BMW 435i GRAN COUPE 


* 2979cc, 6cyl petrol turbo, RWD, 225kW, 400Nm f 8A lii 7.5l/100km, 174g/km C02 ^ O-lOOkph in 5.2sec, 250kph 
& 1585kg R R749 000 (R847 890 as tested) Total km 1120 Driver Braam Peens Why it’s here Because it’s a smarter choice than a 335i. 


n s in-car connectivity the 

new power race? Up to very 
recently, BMW, Audi and 
Mercedes-Benz have become 
obsessed with out-powering each other. So 
much so that in the interests of safety - and 
sanity, by rare concensus they settled for 
a self-imposed 250kph speed limit on the 
Autobahn. Talk about social responsibility. 

And how far haven’t we come? Today a 
de-restricted BMW Ms tops out at 330kph, 
and most performance cars - even hot 
hatches - can easily run to 250kph. 

That’s the fast bit done. The second 
frontier is the fuel bit: a search for ever- 
better performance continues, but it’s now 
also about burning the least number of 
litres. The third is connectivity. 

To demonstrate this point, TG’s 435i 
Gran Coupe - which, naturally, is capable 
of 250kph - comes fitted with BMW’s Con- 
nected Drive Services and Apps package. 
It’s a suite of individually optionable online 
services, each enabled by an embedded 
3G SIM card. Suppose you’re looking for a 
spot but don’t have the address? Googling 
it - even though you’d be able to (only 
when the car is stationery) - is so 2004. 

And before you ask, the internet’s free for 
the first year. Rather phone Concierge 
Services using the car SIM, a 24/7 online 
assistance service which will find your desti- 
nation and send the coordinates directly to 


your car’s navigation system. 

In addition, the car can receive re- 
al-time traffic, news and weather updates, 
and music can be streamed from the 
cloud. The Office function lets you dictate 
email messages while the system will read 
received messages back to you. There 
are severable downloadable apps for your 
phone too, the most basic of which will tell 
you where you last parked your car, while 
Eco Pro Analyser acts as your conscience 
on your phone when you’re away from your 
car by advising how to save more trees with 
your right foot. 

And should that right foot become a 
little too heavy and cause a crash, the car 
will automatically phone BMW and emer- 
gency services, and send the vehicle’s GPS 
location and a damage report compiled 
from on-board crash sensors, in an attempt 
to provide information about the severity 
of the accident. It will also contact your 
nearest BMW dealer if it requires a service. 

It’s the rise of the machines: artificial in- 
telligence is predicted to supersede human 
intelligence by 2020. Apocalyptic? 

Don’t be scared. This is still a car, not a 
smartphone or supercomputer. Make that a 
rear wheel-drive, 225kW BMW that rather 
primitively needs to burn fuel for propul- 
sion and has to be steered by a human to 
go around corners instead of into trees. 

Our future is safe. For now. 
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BMW 4351 


GOODSTUFF BADSTUFF 


A It’s a hatch 
that doesn’t 
look like 
a hatch. 

A No mistaking 
the wheelbarrow 
handle exhaust 
tips for a three- 
litre flagship. 


▼ I’d have loved 
a slightly smaller 
steering wheel. 

▼ Rear doors 
need a press of 
the remote to 
unlock after 
the driver 
has exited. 
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[J 74 HD* GPI 


FIAT 500 ABARTH SS 


GOODBYE 


A 1035kg R 


•• 1368cc, 4cy\ petrol turbo, FWD, 118kW, 230Nm ^ 5M iJ 6.51/lOOkm, 155g/km C02 O-lOOkph in 7.4 sec, 211kph 
R361 900 Total km 3206km Driver Lance Branquinho Why it was here Because cars are about more than just numbers. 


ix months ago, a rather ridicu- 
lous-looking, quite expensive 
and seemingly underpowered 
Italian car professing to be all 
things hot hatch rolled into my life - with 
white wheels. 

Indeed. White wheels. It had red side 
mirrors, too. About as inconspicuous 
as wearing Juventus colours in Milan. 
Compounding the irony was its Focus ST 
pricing, despite a notable discrepancy in 
vehicle size and 66kW less in power out- 
put. Half a year later, did it chide or charm? 

Petrolhead debates are often fuelled 
by statistics; but numbers themselves can 
be sophistry of sorts. With 118kW and 
230Nm, our Abarth 500 SS only gets to 
lOOkph in 7.4 seconds. It was never going 
to be a Top Trump winners card. 

The visceral sensation of speed is 
mostly a question of perception: in a V12 
S-Class, with all manner of double-glazed 
noise suppression, you’ll get to lOOkph 
in half the Abarth’s time, though it feels 
twice as slow. Puffing C02 through its 
Monza-branded performance exhaust 
plumbing, the Abarth 500 SS was nothing 
less than an event, each and every time that 
full complement of 118kW was delivered. 

If you work in a city, as most of us do, 
there are two awful issues you have to con- 



IN DETAIL 



In a world of artificial 
plastic engine covers, 
Abarth shows some 
properly engraved 
metal. As it should. 


tend with: parking garages, and car-hating 
pedestrian bus lemmings. Most people 
are just unable to place an average-size 
car within white lines demarcating an area 
20% greater than said vehicle. But the 
frustration of having Eugene from HR 
parking his crossover on the line between 
our bays never reached that tipping point 
of car-graffiti revenge. Abarth’s Italian city- 
car shaping enabled anything resembling a 
parking spot to actually become one. 

Setting off car alarms in the parking 
garage - with the assistance of concrete’s 
sound reverberation properties - is silly 
and juvenile. So is the Abarth 500. Hence, 
we did so: often. Unlike the indifference 
generated by doing this in an AMG, with 
the Abarth, other garage users tolerated it, 
seeing it as opportunistic mischief 

Navigate a crowded city during 
lunchtime in a contemporary hot hatch, 
double-declutching cause pedestrians to 
stare you down with a look of contempt not 
dissimilar to that of Louis Gossett, Jr. just 
after you’ve offered him a pink drink. The 
Abarth, with its Pokemon proportions and 
OTT Italian design logic, proves utterly 
disarming at each pedestrian crossing. It 
was that rarest of things: a good-karma hot 
hatch. With white wheels. 

Objectively, I know it’s too expensive 


and too slow; and keeping those white 
wheels clean was a task more fraught than 
Brian Molefe’s, at ESKOM. But each time 
it boosted in second-through-third gear, or 
deftly flicked into a T-junction without dra- 
ma, I never wished to rather be in an A45. 

In Italian, “ciao” means “hallo”. It also 
means “goodbye”. As it powered out of 
TopGears garage, those last few blips of 
Monza exhaust sounded much like the 
first few chords of The Cult’s 1989 classic, 
“Edie (Ciao Baby)”. 


ABARTH 500 ESSEESSE 


GOODSTUFF 

▲ Laughably 
mad, yet wholly 
inoffensive. 

About as 
boy-racer a hot 
hatch as you can 
have without 
suffering social 
stigma. 


BADSWFF 

▼ Absence of 
lockable cabin 
stowage meant 
shopping for 
groceries with 
laptop in hand. 

▼ Try and balance 
a decent takeaway 
coffee in an Italian 
cup-holder... 
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iGARAGE 


GOODBYE 


1998cc, 4cyl petrol turbo, FWD, 162kW, 340Nm 


-f 6M 


IB 7.31/lOOkm, 169g/km C02 ^=0-100kph in 7.6sec, 


240kph & 1391kg R R339 900 Total kml2061 DriverOwen Willoughby Why it was here To prove GT can substitute for RS. 


n emember the question posed 
a year ago? Does the Renault 
Megane GT Turbo have 
what it takes to make the first 
team? Well, after a year of living with and 
experiencing the French hatch, I reckon 
I’m well suited to answering that question. 

More on that later. 

So as the last few days of my custodi- 
anship of the Megane drew to a close, I 
could think of no better destination for my 
last outing in the Megane than the Cape’s 
own little piece of France: it was either a 
leisurely drive to Franschhoek, or go and 
buy (what else?) a baguette. 

While driving, I tried to relive the last 
year and all that came with it. One question 
kept coming up. Do I like this car? The 
simple answer: yes... but it took a bit of 
convincing in the beginning. 

I love the way it looks. Although only a 
facelift, the new exterior draws attention; 
and in that Malta blue colour scheme, it 
exudes class, with a hint of sportiness. 

Speaking of sportiness, another aspect 
of the Megane GT Turbo that endeared 
it to me is that detuned 2.0-litre turbo- 
charged RS engine. There’s power through- 
out the rev range, inhibited only by the soft 
rev-limiter; and that’s a good thing, because 
that addictive exhaust note makes you want 
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IN DETAIL 



GT Line took a while 
to sell itself to us but 
is good value if Ring 
wrecking isn’t quite 
your thing. 


to redline it at every opportunity. 

I feel the racy touches - the GT badges 
and RS logos - add just enough sporty 
credentials to elicit stares from the robot 
racers, and they imbue it with “sleeper 
car” potential. The suspension, combined 
with those 18in alloys rolling low-profile 
Dunlops, strike a perfect balance between 
sportiness and comfort. 

As far as practicality goes, at 372 litres 
the Megane has the largest boot space in 
its segment. With a secret compartment 
in the driver’s footwell and other assorted 
nooks, it has storage well covered. My only 
gripe would be the two-tone colour scheme 
of the interior - the light-grey leather and 
seat belts aren’t so easy to keep clean. 

The GT Turbo might not be as hard- 
core as the RS, but for me that’s a good 
thing. It’s not as premium as the Golf GTI, 
and that’s okay too. If you’re looking for a 
practical, value-for-money hot hatch with 
some French flair, the Megane 220 GT 
Turbo is a very good option. Or you can 
conform, pay more and get that GTI. 

Oh - and the answer to that question 
posed earlier? Yes; in my opinion, the Me- 
gane does have what it takes to make the 
first team; but there’s room for improve- 
ment. Much like the Stormers, then: always 
in the playoffs, but never in the finals. 


MEGANE GT TURBO 


GOODSTUFF 

A Stylish, 
updated front 
design. 

A A revvy 
2.0-litre 
turbocharged 
engine, 
enhanced by 
that intoxicating 
induction sound 
when you blip 
the throttle. 

A Largest boot 
space in its 
segment. 

A Value for 
money: 162kW 
hot-hatchness 
atR339 900is 
a good deal. 


BADSTUFF 

▼ No limited- 
slip diff. 

▼ That grey 
interior; difficult 

to keep clean, 
and a bit 
impractical. 

▼ Getting to 
grips with the 
infotainment 

system at first. 

▼ Those 18in 
alloys. Beautiful 

to look at, but 
they do like a 
good kerb kiss. 









2.0 BI-TDI HIGHLINE AUTO 4X2 


••1968cc,4cyl biturbo diesel, RWD,132kW,420Nm ^ 8A -ll 8.2l/100km, 216g/km C02 I^^O-lOOkph in 10.6 sec, 180kph 
1896kg < R ' R467 700 Total km 7103 Driver Braam Peens Why it’s hereTo see if a lifestyle bakkie can nnanage an honest days work. 


n ifestyle. If there’s one word in 
media and advertising that 
gets people’s eyes rolling, 
then it’s this one. Roughly 
translated it supposedly means non-core, 
non-essential, mainstream and therefore 
excelling in its pointlessness; where aspira- 
tion meets desperation. 

Lifestyle is also a phrase used to classify 
cars. And bakkies: a Foton Thunda is for 
religious zealots who like to carry their own 
tools, Mazdas are for men who wear gold 
chains and the Nissan NP500 - amazingly 
still in production - for people who smell 
like sweat and drink Black Label. 

And the Amarok? It is, ahem, #LIFE- 
STYLE. When the VW launched in 2010, 
as Wolfsburg’s maiden venture into the 
bakkie market, Toyota-D-4D diehards 
shook their heads at the decision to equip 
the “softer ” Amarok with an “overstressed ” 
two-litre turbodiesel engine, even if its 
power figures exceeded the three-litre seg- 
ment standard. They equated rattled teeth 
to toughness and chortled at the car-like 
interior (only to be secretly envious). 

So just how useless is the Amarok? 
Some weeks ago I had to transport some 
tiles for my currently-under-construction 
man-cave. So it was off to my local CTM, 



IN DETAIL 


Toyota forklift makes 
light work of 111 
kilo’s worth of tiles. 
Would a VW have 
done better? 


but not before first Instagramming my 
specially selected YMCA construction 
worker attire from my iPhone, and burning 
some incense while taking a sip of Chai tea 
and prepping my lentil soup lunch: like hey, 
it’s a lifestyle bakkie after all. 

When still bound and packed, fifty 
square metres of tiles appear pretty innoc- 
uous. But try picking up just one box by 
yourself How then, without commanding 
all the Power of Castle Greyskull (remem- 
ber that?), would I be able to lift and stuff 
an entire palette containing thirty-two 
boxes, off the ground and totalling 777.6 
kilograms into the Amarok’s box? 

Enter the most amazing car in the 
world. And you’d never guess what it is: it’s 
not a 2-second hyper-hybrid that runs on 
dolphin urine, neither is it an amphibious 
SUV with special built-in money boxes 
marked Property of Jack Warner. Rather, 
it was CTM’s own trusty and a little rusty 
Toyota forklift, effortlessly hoisting the 
pallet off the ground and into the Amarok. 
In seconds. As far as saving time and back 
muscles goes, it’s unparalleled. 

Imagine my surprise, then, when the 
sage and supremely experienced forklift 
driver remarked afterwards that he’s never 
seen a bakkie with a load box wide enough 
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to swallow a whole standard pallet. He’s 
right: the suspension turrets in the load 
boxes of the current Hilux, Isuzu KB or 
Nissan Navara are all mounted too closely 
to allow for a standard Euro pallet to fit 
onto the back. 

The Amarok? A “lifestyle” vehicle? 
Bring it on. Every day. 


GARAGE LOGBOOK 

VW AMAROK 


BADSWFF 

▼ Gearchange 
paddles behind 

the steering 
wheel would 
have offered a 
greater sense 
of control. 

▼ How about 
fitting the 

180kW/550Nm 
V6 from the 
Touareg? 



GOODSTUFF 

A Finally, a 
USB port in a 
VW. Pity they 
couldn’t stop 
themselves 
from still 
including an 
SD Card port, 
which no one 
ever uses. 








HOW IT 
WORKS 


PRODUCED AND COLLATED BY 


TopGear ji* Audi: 


I ^ -^aus stylffig Influence makes Its cars appear a toudi generic but 
I the cabins are flawless. RS symbolic of Ingolstadt’s ascendance. 


' / / / 

/ 

TOPGE&fi / / 


♦ TG SPEAKS 

Our verdict on the brand 


^ SOME WORDS... 

▼ ...about the car. These may or may not find favour with you 


^ FUEL ECONOMY 

™ Less is, um, more, same appiies to O-IOOkph, too 

^ MODEL CHOICE 

^ You won’t find every car here, just the ones fbaf count 

crash testing 

^ You want five stars here, y’know, safety matters 

4^ GOOT VOLUME 

” Two numbers here? That’s for seats up & down 


PRICE kW Nm 0-100 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 172B00B 410 700 4.3 


L/lOOkm 002 

11.8 27B 8/10 


EVERYTHING YOU 
NEEDTOkNOW 
ABOUT BUYING 
NEW CARS 


TURN OVER 


Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi's A1 wears 
the Emperor's New Ciothej^ Either way it's good, 
but R250IC+ good? ^ 
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a 

M 



17 

Rt 

mi 
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2G5D0D 

?0 
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DO 

IBS 

97 

Sflfl 

3-door TOT auto 

282500 

70 
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'298 500 

92 

200 

08 
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05 

m 

3-door 1.4TauK> 

316000 

92 

200 

8.8 
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4.9 

112 

6710 

3-door 1.8T 

382500 

141 

250 

08 

234 

0.6 

129 

6710 

Sportbadc T.OT 

272500 

70 

160 

0.1 

166 

4.2 

97 

8781 

Spprtteck TOT auto 

290 ODD 

TO 

I6D 

lt.1 

m 

44 
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8710 

Spprtbadi 1.4T 

308011 

92 

200 

09 

204 

5.1 

no 

8710 

S^itbackJ..4T auto _ 

323500 

92 

200 

09 

204 

4.9 


8710 

Sportbadf T.8T 

390001 

141 

250 

09 

234 

5.6 

129 

m 

Sl>doQj|puattro 

SI SpoiWSck quattro 

452500 

170 

370 

08 

200 

7J) 

162 

OTffl 

460000 

170 

370 

09 

200 

7.1 

VS 

STD 


EURO^CAP: ••••• L: 39Scm W: 174cm H: 141cm 
Boot^^O /920 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


NEW THIS MONTH 


Mercedes-Benz GLE (faceiifti 


Citroen DS3 (facelift) 

PH til Im 

eOkW Design 239900 BO 110 


pl03 


0-100 km/h L/IOOkm 002 

12.3 174 4.7 109 
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Oddly Austrian in origin the original hot hatch brand was conve- 
I niently forgotten by Fiat in favour of Alfa Romeo. Not anymore. 



Comparatively senseless. But when a car's this pretty, 
light and engaging, you just want one. 



PRBE 

kW 

Nm 

R-no 

km/h 

L/IROkm CR2 RATTIIG 

5001.4T 

2R3900 

99 

206 

7.9 

205 

6.5 J55 6/10 

500 1.4T auto 

299200 

103 

206 

8.1 

204 

B.5_±51 6/10 

SOO 1 4T pssppssp 

333900 

116 

230 

7.4 

211 

B.5-JS5 6/in 

500 1 .4T esseesse auto 

349200 

118 

230 

7.6 

209 

6.5 151 6/10 

.500C 1.4T 

J21900 

99 

206 

7.9 

205 

6.5 155. 8/10 

500ri4Taiiro 

337200 





-6.5 151 6/10 

500C 1.4T esseesse 

371900 

118 

230 

7.4 

211 

6.5 155 B/ID 

500C 1.4T esseesse auto 

387200 


_230_ 

_±E_ 

209 6.5 151 . 6/10 


EuroNCAP: 355cm, W: 163cm, H: 149cm. 

Boot: 185 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


ALFA ROMEO 


M. 




I G^eous styling cloaks average mechanical bits. Petrolhead cre- 
I dentials invalidated if you haven’t owned one once. 4C rather speciaj^ 


Alfa’s ‘small’ car is actually quite big. Except on the 
inside. Yes, it’s the Mini all over again, albeit better 
to look at and worse to drive. 



1.4TBi Dist in ctive 


-239. 900 


320900 


7.5 


l,4TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 

EuroNCAP: 406cm W: 172cm H: 144cm 

Boot: 270/950 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


More flawed yet tempting stuff from Fiat’s Taste 
the Difference range. It’s no Golf, which is why you 
want it, and also why you don’t. 


M L/IDDkm GD2 RATING 

2_DL 5.B 129 5/ID 

219 6.0 139 5/10 



l,4TBi Distinctive 

349900 

125 

250 

7.8 

218 

5.8 

134 

8/10 

T4TBi Exclusive 

382900 

125 

250 

7.7 

218 

5.2 

121 

7/10 

1750TBi Ouadrifoplio Verde 

426400 

177 

340 

6.0 

244 

7.0 

182 

7/10 


EuroNCAP: 435cm W: 180cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 350/1045 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Achingly gorgeous, ultimately flawed, lightweight 
sports car. An Alfa then. 


coupe 



EuroNCAP: n/a L: 399cm W: 186cm H: 118cm 
Boot: 110 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 



r James Bond’s car company defines the term cool Britannia. 
An achingly beautiful range of cars which all look quite similar. 



The car that took on the 91 1 , And lost. But hey, it’s 
an Aston, which means your handmade brogues 
versus the Porsche’s R1 000/pair takkies. 


V8 Vantage 

POA 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 

313 

470 

4.9 

290 

12.9 

299 

7/10 

V8 Vantage N430 

POA 

321 

490 

4.8 

305 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

POA 

321 

490 

4.8 

305 

12.9 

299 

7/10 

V8 Vantage roadster 

POA 

313 

470 

5.1 

290 

13.8 

321 

7/10 

V8 Vantage roadster auto 

POA 

313 

470 

5.1 

290 

12.9 

299 

7/10 


V8 Vantage roadster N430 

V8 Vantage roadster N430 auto 
V8 Vantage S 

_J11A 

POA 

POA 

321 

321 

321 

_jaQ 

490 

J90 

5.0 305 

5.0 305 
4.5 .305 

13.8 321 7/10 

12.9 299 . 7/10 

13.8 321 7/10 

V8 Vantage Sauto 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 305 

12.8 296 8/10 

V8 Vantapp S roadster 

POA 

321 

490 

4.5 305 

13.8 321 7/10 

V8 Vantages roadster auto 

_PDA 

321 490 

_4± .305 

12.8 296 7/10 

VI 7 Vantages 

POA 

421 

620 

3.9 330 

14J_J43 8/10 

VI 2 Vantages roadster 

_±DA 

421 

620 

4.0 323 

14.7 343 _m_ 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 187cm H: 126cm 
Boot: 300 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Actually a blend of DBg and now-defunct Virage, 
Not without charm, but, really Aston, it's time for 
new ideas. 



coupe 

coupe Carbon Edition 


_4i_295 14.3 


4.6 295 


Volante 
Volante Carbon Edition 


380 6 20 4.6 295 14.3 

380 62 0 4.6 i 


. 6/10 

6/10 

.JJICL 

8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 472cm W: 188cm H: 128cm 
Boot: 152/184 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Aston has ensured the latest Rapide is, err, rapid-er 
by giving it the engine from the latest Vanquish, Better 
than ever. 



Rapide S 


410 .620 4.9 306 14.3 332 8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 502cm W: 193cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 317/886 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


Overhauled DBS is another evolutionary step from Aston 
and is likely to struggle to broaden the customer base. 



coupe 

POA 

424 

830 

3.8 

324 

12.8 

298 7/10 

coupe Carbon Edition 

POA 

424 

830 

3.8 

324 

12.8 

298 7/10 

Volante 

POA 

424 

630 

4.0 

317 

12.8 

298 8/10 

Volante Carbon Edition 

POA 

424 

830 

4.0 

317 

12.8 

298 8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 472cm W: 190cm H: 129cm 
Boot: n/a Fuel Tank: 78 litres 


[audF 


, TopGear on Audi 


Bauhaus styling influence makes its cars appear a touch generic but 
I the cabins are flawless. R8 symbolic of Ingolstadt’s ascendance. 



Essentially a really posh Polo, Audi’s A1 wears 
the Emperor’s New Clothes, Either way it’s good. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

R-IRO 

kmJh 

l/lORkm 

G02 

RATING 

3-door TOT 

265D0D 

7D 

160 

10.9 

166 

4.2 

97 

6/10 

3-door TOT auto 

282 5DD 

70 

160 

10.9 

186 

4.4 

102 5/10 

3-door T4T 

296 5DD 

92 

200 

6.8 

204 

4.9 

115 

6/10 

3-door T4T auto 

316DDD 

92 

200 

8.6 

204 

4.9 

112 

6/10 

3-door T8T 

382 5DD 

141 

250 

6.8 

234 

5.6 

129 

8/10 

Sportback TOT 

272 5DD 

7D 

160 

11.1 

166 

4.2 

97 

6/10 

Sportback TOT auto 

29DDDD 

7D 

160 

11.1 

166 

4.4 

102 

6/10 

Sportback T4T 

306 DDD 

92 

200 

8.9 

204 

5.1 

116 

6/10 

Sportback T4T auto 

323 5DD 

92 

200 

8.9 

204 

4.9 

112 

6/10 

Sportback T8T 
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141 

250 

6.9 

234 

5.6 

129 

7/10 

Sl 3 door quattro 

452 5DD 

170 

370 

5.8 

250 

7.0 

1B2 8/10 

Sl Sportback quattro 

460 DDD 

170 

370 

5.9 

250 

7.1 

166 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 395cm W: 174cm H: 141cm 

Boot: 270/920 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


3-dDorl.6TDIS , 368 5DD 77 

B-door1.8T3F 321SDD 132 

3-d^rl.8TSEauto _ __3885DD 132 

3-dnor 1.RT quattrn 427 5DD . 132 


7/in 

250 10.7 195 3.9 102 7/10 

_259- 7.1 .232_ 5.6 135 6/10 

250 7.2 232 5.6 130 6/10 

.280. 6.7 .22L B.B 152 7/10 

_J75 J.5 193 114 6/10 


Sportback 1 4T S 

341500 

90 

_2D0 

9.5 

.203 

5.3 

.123 

6/10 

Sportback T4T Sauto 

358500 

90 

m 

9.3 

.203 

5.0 

.116 

7/10 

Sportback T6TDI S 

376000 

77 

250 

10.9 

195 

3.9 

102 

6/10 

Sportback T8TSE 

—aZaODD 132 

250 

7.2 

232 

5.8 

135 6/10 

SportbackJJTSE autQ_ 

396000 

132 

250 

7.3 

232 

5.6 

130 

B/ID 

Sportback 7 OTDI SF 

413000 

110 

320 

8.4 

213 

4.5 

119 

7/10 

Sportback T8J quattro 

435000 

132 

260 

6.8 

228 

6.6 

152 

7/10 

sedan T4T SF 

369500 

92 

200 

9.4 

212 

5.3 

122 

6/10 



90 

200 

9.3 

211 

5.0 

116 

6/10 

sedan T8T SF 

±89000 

132 

250 

7.2 

242 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

sedan TRTSEauto 

40BDDD 

132 

250 

7.3 

235 

5.6 

129 

6/10 

sedan 2.0TDI SEauto 

,±23000 

110 

320 

8.4 

219 

4.5 

118 . 

7/10 

sedan T8T quattro 

445000 

132 

260 

6.8 

235 

6.5 

149 

7/10 

cabrJolet L4±S_ - 

444000 

92 

200 

10.2 

211 

5.3 

124 

B/ID 

cabriolet T4T Sauto 

481000 

92 

200. 

10.2 

211 

51_119 6/10 

cabriolet T8T SE 

474000 

132 

250 

7.7 

242 

6.0 

140 

7/10 

cabriolet T8T SEauto 

491 DDD 

132 

250 

7.8 

242 

5.8 

133_ 

7/10 

S3 3-door quattro 

524000 

206 

360 

4.9 

250 

7.0 

162 

7/10 

S3 3-door quattro auto 

541000 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 

S3 Sportback quattro 

548500 

206 

380 

5.1 

250 

6.9 

160 

7/10 

S3 sedan quattro 

556500 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 



206 

380 

5.4 

250 

7.1 

165 

n/d 


EURONCAP: 424/431/446cm W: 178/1 79cm H: 142cm 

Boot: 365-1100/380-1220/425-880 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55/60 litres 



This is the car Audi says rivals the Range Rover 
Evoque. Oh dear. A high-rise Golf with an inferiority 
complex. 


1.4TS 


1.4TSauto 

2.0T quattro aut o 


2.0TDI quattro auto 

R S Q 3 quat tr o 


_ PRIC E kW Hni 

402500 110 250 

419500 110 250 

49900 0 132 320 

515000 135 380 

7520 00 228 420 


R-IOR km/k l/IRRkm GD2 RATING 

9.2 204 5.5 133 6/10 

8.9 204 5.8 138 6/10 

7.6 217 6.5 ±50 6/10 

8.2 212 5.3 139 6/10 

5.2 250 8.8 206 7/10 


EURONCAP: 439cm W: 183cm H: 159cm 

Boot: 460/1 365 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 


Competence is overrated. And here's the proof Yep, the 
has all the quality and image you crave, but it's a bit,,, cold. 


1.8T88 kWS 

T8T$'"~~ 


T8TSauto 

■l. 8T . $ E 


1.8TSEauto 



2,0TDI SE 

421500 

130 

380 

8.2 

230 

4.6 

120 

6/10 

2,OTDI SEauto 

438500 

130 

380 

7.9 

222 

4.8 

127 

5/10 

2,0TSE 

473 000 

165 

350 

6.8 

250 

5.9 

138 

6/10 

2,OT quattro 

553000 

165 

350 

6.4 

245 

6.6 

152 

6/10 

3.0TDI quattro 

603500 

180 

500 

5.9 

250 

5.7 

149 

6/10 

3,0T quattro 

605000 

200 

400 

5.4 

250 

7.5 

174 

6/10 

allroad quattro 2,0T 

525000 

165 

350 

8.7 

234 

7.0 

164 

7/10 

allroad quattro 2,QIDJ_.. ^ 

530500 

130 

380 

8.1 

210 

6.0 

156 

7/10 

S4 quattro 

744500 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.7 

178 

7/10 

S4Avant quattro 

761500 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.8 

180 

7/10 

RS4Avant quattro 

1039000 

331 

430 

4.7 

250 

10.7 

249 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 470/47 2cm W: 183cm H: 141/ 

144cm Boot: 480/962/1430 litres Fuel Tank: 61/63 litres 


Audi’s ‘small’ SUV is only small because the Q7 


New A3 is here. Old looks, but new bits underneath. 

n 

4 

n 



f 

though, if that helps, Wh 

lich it doesn’t, 

PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

1 

R-IOR 

kmNi 

L/IRRkm 

DI- 

G02 


Now more polished than ever. 






■ 

B 

■ 


2,0T S quattro 

559000 

132 

320 

8.5 

210 

7.5 

174 







, 





^ 

1 

2,0TDI S quattro 

565000 

130 

380 

9.0 

204 

5.9 

154 

5/10 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-IRO 

km/h 

L/IORkm 

GDP 

RATING 

2,0TDI S quattro auto 

582000 

130 

380 

9.0 

200 

6.0 

159 

5/10 

3-door T2TS 

326000 

77 

175 

10.3 

193 

4.9 

114 

6/10 

2,0T SE quattro 

636000 

165 

350 

7.1 

222 

7.9 

184 

4/10 

3-door T4T S 

334000 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.2 

120 

7/10 


3,0T SE quattro 

722500 

200 

400 

5.9 

234 

8.5 

199 

5/10 








3 0TDi SF quattro 

742000 

180 

,580 . 

6.5 _225 

6.4 

,169 .J/10 

3 0T quattro 

^00000 

245 

.440 

6.9 

.245 

10.7 249 5/10 

S.Q5 TDi quattro 

867000 

230 

650 

5.1 250 

6.8 

179 6/10 

4,2TD'i quattro 

1055000 

250 

760 

6.4 

240 

9.9 242 5/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 188cm H: 165cm 

Boot: 540/1560 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



It won’t chase away the old stereotypes, but the 
all-new TT is a big step forward, interior is 
genuinely cool. 


coupe 2.0T 


_ 558 ODD . J 370 

J42000 189 370 


D-IDO km/h L/IDOhm GD2 MTIN6 

8.0 250 8.3 148 8/10 

5.3 250 8.4 151 8/10 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 418cm W: 183cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 305-712 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55 litres (quattro) 


An artful lesson in understatement, Audi’s A5 
Coupe does desirable without the flash. Engines 
to suit most budgets and the RS5 to suit us. 



125 32 0 


Sportback 1.8TSE auto 

490000 

125 

320 

8.4 

220 

5.9 136 5/10 

Spnrthark 2 OTHI SF 

518080 

130 

380 

7.9 

225. 

4.8 127 6/10 

Sportback 2.0T SF 

544500 

165 

350 

7.0 

250 

5.9 

138 

6710 

Sportback 2.0T quattro 

.568500. 

165 

350 

6.5 

245 

6.6 

152 

6/10 

Sportback 3.0TDI quattro 


180 

500 

6.2 250 

5.8 

152 

7/10 

Sportback 3.0T quattro 

, 675000 

200 

400 

6.0 

250 

7.7 

178 

7/10 

coupe 1.8TSE 

483000 

125 

320 

7.9 

230 

5.7 

134 5/10 

coupe 1.8T SEauto 

500000 

125 

320 

8.2 

228 

5.8 

134 

5/10 

coupe 2.0TDI SF 

521000 

130 

380 

7.8 

225 

4.7 

123 6/10 

coupe 2.0T SF 

548000 

165 

350 

6.8 

250 

5.9 

138 

6/10 

coupe 2.0T quattro 

571500 

165 

350 

6.4 

250 

6.6 

152 

OJIIL 

coupe 3.0TDI quattro 

674000 

180 

500 

6.2 

250 

5.8 

152 

6/10 

coupe 3.0T quattro 

676000 

200 

400 

5.8 

250 

7.5 

174 

7/10 

cabriolet 1.8TSE 

543000 

125 

320 

8.7 

222 

6.2 

143 

5/10 

cabrioiet 1.8T SEauto 

560000 

125 

320 

8.9 

213 

6.2 

143 

5/10 

cabrioiet 2.0TDI SF 

594000 

130 

380 

8.3 

220 

5.0 

132 

5/10 

cabrioiet 2.0T SF 

620500 

165 

350 

7.4 

245 

6.3 

148 

5/10 

cabrioiet 2.0T quattro 

645000 

165 

350 

7.2 

240 

6.9 

159 

5iD 

cabrioiet 3.0TDI quattro 

749500 

180 

500 

6.3 

250 

5.8 

152 

5/10 

cabrioiet 3.0T quattro 

751500 

200 

400 

6.3 

250 

7.8 

181 

6/10 

S5 Sportback quattro 

791500 

245 

440 

5.1 

250 

7.7 

179 

6/10 

S5 coupe quattro 

791000 

245 

440 

4.9 

250 

7.7 

178 7/10 

S5 cabrioiet quattro 

868500 

245 

440 

5.4 

250 

7.9 

J84 ! 

5/10 


R $5 cou pe quattro 


1Q295 Q0 33 1 430 


RS5 cabriolet quattro 


111DQQQ 331 4 30 


4.5 ,250 . 1Q.5 246 7/10 
4.9. J5D 10.7 249 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 463/471cm W: 186cm H: 137/139cm 
Boot: 455/829 (480/980 Sportback) litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


Ingolstadt’s compact limo receives the full nip and tuck 
with even more tech than ever before. Still a bit dull. 



1.8T 


S6 quattro 


601000 

1054500 


140 320 

331 550 


7.9 233 5.7 133 6/10 

4.4 250 9.2 21 4 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 187cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 535 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



Audi’s niche-busting continues. The A7 is basically 
an A 8 hatch, so it drives safely, has nice engines and 
interior, and a slightly more practical boot. 


S.OTDi quattro 

PRICE 

943500 

kw 

200 

Nm 

560 

D-IDO 

5.7 

km/h 

250 

L/lDOhm 

5.2 

G02 

136 

RATING 

7/10 

S.OTDi BiT quattro 

1040000 

235 

650 

5.2 

250 

6.1 

162 

7/10 

S7 quattro 

1176500 

331 

550 

4.6 

250 

9.3 

215 

7/10 

RS7 quattro 

1596000 

412 

700 

3.9 

305 

9.5 

221 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 192cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 535/1390 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


A car that addresses all the problems of our 
socio-economic and environmental malaise by 
ignoring them outright. The Q7 is a bad idea, 
brilliantly executed. 



^OTDI quattro _ 


855500 180 550 


D-IDO hm/h L/IDDhm GD2 MTIN6 

7.8 218 7.4 195 8/10 


EURONCAP: 509cm W: 198cm H: 173cm 

Boot: 775/2035 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 


Will the A 8 ever escape the S-Class's shadow? Probably 
not, but then on this evidence, it doesn't deserve to. 



A 8 S.OTDi quattro 

rmuE Rn nui u-iuu Riiiiii uiuuRiii 

1182000 190 580 5.9 250 5.9 

155 J/HL 










A 8 L S.OTDi quattro 

1349500 190 580 8.1 250 8.0 

158 8/10 

1 1 Ri ^-Hoor 

34?nnn 

100 

220, 

8.5 

210 

5.0 

116 

5/10 

4,2TDi qualHQ 

1514000 283 850 4.7 250 ,7.4 

.194 8/10 

lIRi ^-door ?Ti ito 

360 900 

100 

220 

8.7 

210 

4.8 

112 

5/10 

A 8 L 4.2IDl,q,uattrQ 

1884000 283 850 4.9 250 7.5 

197 8/10 

1 IQI D UUUI aULU 

1701 ^-Hoor 

3R4R4? 

130 

250 

7.4 

225 

5.8 

,136 

6/10 

S 8 quattro 

1544500 382 650 4.2 250 10.2 237 8/10 

120 i 8 -door auto 

3R2334 

130 

250 

7.2 

222 

5.7 

133 

6/10 

A 8 i 6.8 W1 2 quattro 

2D485DD 388 825 4.7 .250 12.4 290 7/10 

12Si 8 -door 

437 4RR 

160 

310 

R4 

?4R 

6.6 

1R4 

7/in 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 514/527cm W: 195cm H: 146cm 


125i 3-door auto 

456973 

_1EIL 

JIL 

6.2 243, 

JiL 

J48_7/10_ 

Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


lIRi .S-door 

351 ODD 

1DD 

220 

6.5 

210 

5.0 

116 

5/10 




llRi S-dooraiito 

3R99nn 

inn 

??(] 

R.7 ?in 4.R 

112 

5il0 


120i 5-door 

374142 130 

250 

7.4 

225 

5.8 

136 

6/10 


Still effortlessly easy to drive, albeit not better than a 91 1 
anymore, HaveaV 8 , it's better than the VIO, Promise, 


4.2 quattro 

4.2 Spyder quattro 


1655000 3]B_ 

1824500 316 


5.2 VIO quattro 


5.2 VIO plus quattro 


2206000 

2375000 

2510500 


386 530 
386 530 
404 540 


4.3 300 12.4 28 9 9/10 

4.5 300 12.6 294 9/10 


3.6 314 13.1 305 9/10 

3.8 311 13.3 J10 _9i]L 

3.5 317 12.9 299 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 443cm W: 190cm H: 124cm 
Boot: 100 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


BENTLEY 


I VW’s British luxury division is the choice of nouveau riche types, 
j Unfortunately. Impeccably built but not the last word in good taste. 



The definitive posh VW until Bugatti spoiled the 
party, the Continental, in coupe and convertible 




PflEE 

kill 

Nm 

m 

hm/li 

lilDOkm 

002 

RATING 

GTV8 

3650000 

373 

660 

4.6 

303 

10.5 

246 

8/10 

GTV8 convertible 

3870000 

373 

660 

5.0 

301 

10.9 

254 J/1D_ 

GTV8S 

3920000 

369 

660 

4.5 

309 

10.5 

246 

8/10 

GT V8 S convertibie 

4330000 

369 

680 

4.7 

308 

10.9 254 8/10 

GTVV12 

4120000 

434 

720 

4.5 

318 

14.1 

327 

7/10 

GTVV12 convertible 

4430000 

434 

720 

4.7 

.314 

14.2 

330 

7/10 

GT Speed W12 

4766000 

467 

820 

4.2 

331 

14.5 

336 

7/10 

GT Speed W12j:onvertible 

5100000 

467 

620 

4.4 

327 

14.9 

347 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 192cm H: 140cm 
Boot: 358 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


it’s the four-door saloon version of the W12 
Continental GT, That’s it really. 




PRIDE 

kW 

Nm 

MDO 

km/h 


1 GIB RATING 

220d Active Tourer 

428500 

140 

400 

7.6 

227 

4.5 

117 

7/10 

V 8 

3795000 

373 

'660 

5.2 

295 

10.9 

254 7/10 

220d Active Tourer auto 

448500 

140 

400 

7.5 

225 

4.3 

114 

7/10 

VV12 

4445000 

460 

800 

4.6 

.320 

14.7 

343 7/10 

225i Active Tourer 

448847 

170 

350 

6.6 

J40 

. 5.9_ 

.J8 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 530cm W: 192cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 



The replacement for the Arnage, and every bit as 
opulent and brilliant, if you can ignore the looks 
(who OK'd those headlights?) this is briiiiant. 


BMW 


TopGear on BMW\ 


A car company run by engineers prioritising drivers, not passengers. 
Has branched into making the best electric cars too, incidentally. 



Perhaps the pick of the premium hatches right now, 
the 1 Series thrashes the opposition for driving. 


1201 5-door auto 


J3IL_25L 7.2 J£L J.L,_ 


120d 5-door 


120d 5-door auto 


41D5DD 140 380 7. 1 228 4.1 


125i 5-door 


.1251 5-door aulQ 

M135i 3-doo r 

M135i 3-door.aLilQ_ 
M135i5 door 


M135i 5 door auto 


428500 140 380 LIL 22B_ 3.9 

4464 88 160 3 10 6.4 245 6.6 

465973 160 3 10 6.2 243 6.3 

540 477 240 450 5.1 250 6.0 

, 559243 240 450 4.9 250 7.5 

549977_ 240 450 5.1 250 6.0 

566743 240 450 4.9 250 7.5 


_Jil0^ 
108 7/10 
103, 7/10 
154 7/10 

148 7/10 
188 8/10 
175 8/10 

188 8/10_ 
175 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 177cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 360/1200 litres Fuel Tank: 50/52 litres 


What happened here? it’s like a myopic pre-schooler 
has tried to draw an X 3 with crayons, inexplicable 
mock-SUV trading on its badge. Back of the class. 




PRIDE 

hw 

Nm 

G-IDD 

hm/h 

l/IODkm 

GD2 

RATING 

sDrivelSi 

402656 

110 

JPO 

9.7 

202 

7.7 

180 

4/10 

sDrivelSiauto 

419769 

110 

200 

10.4 

200 

7.9 

185 

4/10 

sDrive20i 

427309 

135 

270 

7.4 

205 

6.9 

162 

4/10 

sDrive20i auto 

444796 

135 

'270 

7.7 

205' 

6.7 

157 

4/10 

sDrivePOd 

441923 

135 

380 

7.8 

220 

4.9 

129 

4/10 

sDrive20d auto 

460539 

135 

380 

7.9 

218 

5.0 

135 

4/10 

xDrivePOi 

482746 

135 

270 

7.8 

205 

7.5 

176 

4/10 

xDrive20i auto 

499822 

135 

270 

7.9 

205 

7.1 

167 

4/10 

xDrivePOd 

497565 

135 

380 

8.1 

215 

5.5 

145 

4/10 

xDrive20d auto 

515360 

135 

380 

8.1 

213 

5.4 

J43 4/10 


. 554925 180 350 6.5 240 7.2 168 4/10 

EURONCAP: 445cm W: 180cm H: 155cm 

Boot: 420/1350 litres Fuel Tank: 61 litres 


2 Series Active Tourer 


BMW builds an MPV but stupidly still quotes a 
Nurburgring time for it. First FWD BMW completely 
misses the point. 


UlOOkin CB2 


218i Active Tourer 


2181 Active Tourer auto 


378000 
3962 05 . 


220i Active Tourer 


100 220 

100 220 

141 280 


9.2 205 5.1 118 7/10 

9.2 2 05 5.2 122 7/10 

J5 230 6.0 140 7/10_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 180cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 468-1510 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 


2-Series follows BMW's new naming strategy but is 
very much its own car. And a rather good one at 
that. 



Mulsanne 6825000 377 1020 

5.3 296 

16.9 

393 7/10 

220 i coupe 

413257 

135 

270 

7.0 

235 

6.1 

142 

7/10 

Mulsanne Speed 7500000 395 1100 

4.9 305 

14.6 

342 8/10 

220icouDe auto 

430436 

135 

270 

7.0 

230 

5.7 

134 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 557cm W: 193cm 
Boot: 443 litres Fuel Tank: 96 litres 




220 d coupe 

443500 

135 

380 

7.2 

230 

4.5 

119 

7/10 

H: 153cm 



220 d coupe auto 

461500 

135 

380 

7.1 

230 

4.2 

111 

7/10 




228i coupe 

452988 

180 

350 

5.8 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 





228i coupe auto 

470373 

180 

350 

5.7 

250 

6.3 

148 

7/10 





220 i convertible 

489783 

135 

270 

7.5 

231 

6.5 

152 

7/10 





220 i convertible auto 

' 506962 

135 

270 

7.6 

226 

6.2 

144 

7/10 



Standing still has 
never looked so fast. 

Aerodynamic kit - R22 830 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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228i convertible 

529001 

180 

350 

6.1 250 

6.8 159 

7/10 

228i convertible auto 

546488 

180 

J 50 

_ M _ 250 

6.6 ,154 

7/10 

M235i coupe 

567079 

240 

450 

5.0 250 

8.1 189 

8/10 

M23Si coupe auto 

585846 

240 

J 50 

4.8 150 

Jfi 116 

8/10 

..M235.i convertible. 

651605 

240 

450 

5.2 250 

8.5 199 

7/10 

M23Si convertible auto 

670166 

240 

450 

5 . 0..250 

I 9 _ J 4 JML 


EURO NCAP:n/aL: 443cm W: 177cm H: 140-142cm 
Boot: 390/335 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 



Not only the benchmark small exec, but one of the best 
saloons of all. Many more versions are out now, and all 
are excellent. 



PRRIE 

tw 

Nm 


kmfh l/nOkin G02 RATING 

316i 

396 436 

100 

220 8.9 210 5.8 134 9/10 

31 6i auto 

320i 

. 4 MM . 

435462 

100 _220 9.2 210 5.8 134 _ML 
135 270 7.3 235 6.1 144 8/10 

320i auto 

152847 

135 

270 

7.6 235 5.1 138 8/10 

320d 

465500 

135 

380 

7.5 

235 4.5 119 9/10 

320d auto 

483500 

135 

380 

7.6 

230 4.4 117 . 9/10 

378i 

507975 

180 

350 

5.9 

250 61_149 9/10 

328i auto 

525 770 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 6.3 147 . 9/10 

330d 

592423 

190 

560 

5.6 

250 4.9 129 9/10 

33.Si 

654527 

225 

400 

5.5 

250 7.2 169 9110 

ActiveHvbrid 3 

723949 

250 e 

450 e 

5.3 

250 5.9 139 9/10 

M3 

1016118 

317 

550 

4.3 

250 8.8 204 8/10 

M3 auto 

1063592 

317 

550 

4.1 

250 8.3 194 8/10 

Cl IDO Mr AD> > 


lACnr- 

m \/! 

L/. 1 Q 1 

U. 

Boot: 480 (390 Active Hybrid3) litres Fuel Tank: 57/60 litres 


320iGT 


478386 

135 

270 

7.9 

230 

6.6 

153 

6/10 

320i GT auto 


495565 

135 

270 

7.9 

229 

6.2 

145 

6/10 

320d GT 


509423 

135 

380 

8.0 

230 

4.9 

129 

6/10 

320d GT auto 


527423 

135 

380 

7.9 

226 

4.9 129 6/10 

328i GT 


550194 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.7 

156 

6/10 

328i GT auto 


567 475 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.4 

149 

6/10 

335i GT 


693951 

225 

400 

5.4 

250 

7.7 

178 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 482cm W: 183cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 520-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 57/60 litres 


The future is here, its electric and we love it. The rest are 
now playing catch up. From a long way behind. 



PRIGE kw 

Nm 

O-IDO km/h L/IOOkm G02 

RATING 

ePrive 525000 125 

250 

7.2 150 0.0 0 

9/10 

ePrive REx 595000 125 

250 

7.9 150 0.6 13 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 400cm W: 178cm H: 158cm 

Boot: 260-1100 litres Fuel Tank: 9 litres (eDrive REx) 



Far superior to the last one, which, let’s face it, wasn’t 
tricky. Interior is plusher and it now rides comfortably. 





PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

G02 

RATING 

xDriveZOi 

548938 

135 

270 

8.4 

210 

7.4 

173 

6/10 

xDriveZOi auto 

565707 

135 

270 

8.2 

210 

6.9 

161 

6/10 

xDriveZOd 

578629 

140 

400 

8.1 

210 

5.0 

131 

6/10 

xDrive28i 

648809 

180 

400 

6.5 

230 

7.0 

162 

5/10 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 465cm W: 188cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 550-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 67 litres 


The name may have changed but the game's still the 
same. Smooth, genteel, refined and sport-ish, 

PRIGE kW Nm 

0-100 

m 

mm 

m 

& 

RATHG 

420i Gran Coupe 

508475 

135 

270 

7.5 

236 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

420iGran Coupe auto 

525757 

135 

270 

7.6 

236 

6.1 

142 

8/10 

420d Gran Coupe 

539910 

135 

270 

7.7 

236 

4.7 

124 8/10 

420dGran Coupe auto 

557 603 

135 

270 

7.5 

236 

4.6 

121 

8/10 

428i Gran Coupe 

587488 

180 

350 

6.1 

250 

6.6 

154 

7/10 

428iGran Coupe auto 

604770 

180 

350 

6.0 

250 

6.3 

147 

7/10 

435i Gran Coupe 

754540 

225 

400 

5.2 

250 

7.5 

174 

n/d 

420i coupe 

507962 

135 

270 

7.3 

236 

6.1 

144 

9/10 

420i coupe auto 

525449 

135 

270 

7.3 

236 

6.0 

139 

9/10 

420d coupe 

539410 

135 

380 

7.5 

240 

4.7 

124 

8/10 

420d coupe auto 

557103 

135 

380 

7.3 

232 

4.6 

121 

8/10 

428i coupe 

586988 

180 

350 

5.9 

250 

6.6 

154 

8/10 


428i coupe auto 
435i coupe 


604270 

_2a41127 


180 350 5.8 250 

225 _ JOO ._ 5 .L i 50 
135 270 8.2 230 


6.3 147 8/10 

7.2 169 9/10 

6.6 154 8/10 


. CSiAonvertible . 

696501 

180 

350 

6.4 

250 

6.8 159 . 7/10 

4?8i convertible autn 

719988 

180 

350 

6.4 

250 

6 . 6 _ J 54 . J 1 IL _ 

435i convertible 

857746 

225 

400 

5.5 

250 

7.5 176 8/10 

M4 coupe 

1088118 

317 

550 

4.3 

250 

8.8 204 9/10 

M4 coupe auto 

1115592 

317 

550 

4.1 

250 

8.3 194 9/10 

M4 convertible 

1213042 . 

317 

_550 . 

_y_ 

J 50 

9.1 219 8/10 


M4 convertible auto 


1260516 317 550 _ 4.4 250 8 .7 203 8/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 462/464cm W: 181/1 83cm H: 
143/138cm Boot: 480/445/220-370 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


People with the hides of rhinos and a passion for 
obnoxiousness bought the X6, so now we have to 
suffer an X4. Joy, 

PRICE Mil Nn 



xDriveZQL 

xDrive20d 


xDrive28i 

xDrive3Qd 


JilI 07 _. 135 270 8.1 212 6.9 161 _ J / 10 _ 

_Jfil62g 140 400 8.0 212 5.4 143 7/10 

725809 180 350 6.4 232 7.0 162 6/10 

_ 811475 190 560 5.8 234 5.9 15 6 7/10 

J 20990 225 400 5.5 i 47 J .3 193 J ] 0 _ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 188cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 500-1400 litres Fuel Tank: 67 litres 


How does BMW get the Z4 wrong? It looks right, but 
doesn't drive right. The Boxster kicks it in the tenders. 



sDrive20i auto 


586501 

606201 


135 270 
135 270 


D-1D0 km/h L/IDDhm GD2 RATING 

6.9 235 6.8 159 5/10 

7.2 232 6.8 159 5/10 


sDrive28i auto 

689701 

180 

350 

5.7 

250 

6.8 

159 

5/10 

sPriveSSi 

836657 

225 

400 

5.2 

250 

9.4 

219 

5/10 

sPriveSSi auto 

865637 

225 

400 

5.1 

250 

9.1 

211 

5/10 

sPriveSSis 

923337 

250 

500 

4.8 

250 

9.1 

211 

6/10 

EURONCAP: •••• 
Boot: 180-310 litres 

• L: 424cm W: 179cm 
Fuel Tank: 61 litres 

H: 129cm 



l5Series/M5 


Remains the best exec around thanks to cosseting I 

cabin and ride. Big and smooth and brilliant - why do 
you need a 7 Series? ^ 



52W_ 


MU Nm 0-WR km/h L/TOGIoii C02 

_!35 270 8.0 22 6 _ 6.4 139 

140 400 7.9 233 4.1 109 


530d 

817936 

190 

560 

6.0 

250 

5.3 

134 

8/10 

.S3.Si 

833527 

225 

400 

5.9 

250 

7.6 

169 

7/10 

ActiveHvbrid 5 

894 475 

250 e 

450 e 

5.9 

250 

6.4 

149 

7/10 

535d 

943847 

230 

630 

5.5 

250 

5.4 

138 

8/10 

550i 

1075605 

330 

650 

4.6 

250 

8.6 

199 

7/10 

M5 

1403991 

412 

680 

4.3 

250 

9.9 

232 

9/10 


EURONCAP: 490cm W: 186cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 520 (375 ActiveHybrid5) litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 

mmmm 

A 5 Series with some extra bottom. The boot is a 
clever hatch-or-saloon, and the rear seats recline 
for extra comfiness. 




PRKE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/lookm 

002 

RATING 

520d GT 

705962 

135 

380 

8.9 

215 

5.5 

144 

5/10 

530d GT 

861386 

190 

560 

6.2 

246 

5.8 

153 

5/10 

535iGT 

877887 

225 

400 

6.1 

250 

8.2 

192 

5/10 

550i GT 

1115644 

330 

650 

5.0 

250 

9.2 

214 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 500cm W: 190cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 440/1700 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


The original softroader is very good on the tarmac. 
For a two-tonne SUV. Second only to the Range Rover 
for utter road domination. 



xDrive35i 

877400 

225 

400 

6.5 

235 

8.5 

197 

7/10 

xDrive30d 

890194 

190 

560 

6.8 

230 

5.9 

156 

8/10 

xDrive40d 

1005296 

230 

630 

5.9 

236 

6.0 

157 

8/10 


xDriveSOi 
M5Qd 


1113670 330 650 4.9 250 9.6 224 7/10 

.1168938 280 740 5.3 250 6.6 173 8/10 

1657159 423 750 4.2 250 11.1 258 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 194cm H: 176cm 
Boot: 650/1850 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 



A more grotesque, slightly less usable iteration of 
the perfectly practical BMW X5, Get it if the idea 
of a slipperier looking SUV appeals to you. 


PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IOG 

km/h 


n G02 RATING 

xPrive3Si 

955503 

225 

400 

6.4 

240 

8.5 

198 5/10 

xDrive40d 

1056912 

230 

630 

5.8 

240 

6.2 

163 6/10 

xPriveSOi 

1173773 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 

9.7 

225 . 5/10 . 

MSOd 

1332540 

280 

740 

5.2 

250 

6.6 

174 6/10 



1690659 

423 

750 

4.2 

250 , 

11.1 

. Z 5 L 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 199cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 580-1525 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 


Unusually, BMW launched the 6 Series as a 
convertible first. Also unusually, it made it a bit dull. 
The car is perfect in many ways, but just boring. 



640i coupe 


640d coupe 
650i coupe 


1438105 


235 450 5.3 2 50 7.4 172 5/10 

230 630 5.3 250 5.4 143 6/10 

330 650 4.6 250 8.6 199 7/10 



M6 c onvertib l e 


5.4 250 7.5 174 8/10 

5.4 250 5.5 146 8/10 

4.6 250 8.6 199 7/10 

5.5 250 7.6 176 5/10 

4.6 250 8.9 208 8/10 

4.2 250 9.9 232 6/10 

4.2 250 9.9 232 6/10 

4.3 250 10.3 239 B/IQ 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 189cm H: 137cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Never as attractive a proposition as its rival Merc 
S-Class, the 7 Series is phenomenally good without 
anyone really giving a toss. 




PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

D-IOO 

km/h i/iDOimi 

GOG 

RATING 

740i 

1182066 

235 

450 

5.7 

250 7.9 

184 

5/10 

730d 

1204873 

190 

560 

6.1 

250 5.6 

148 

7/10 

ActiveHvbrid 7 

1261399 

260 e 

500 e 

5.7 

250 6.8 

158 

7/10 

750i 

1507605 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 8.6 

199 

5/10 

750Li 

1640605 

330 

650 

4.8 

250 8.6 

199 

4/10 

7601 i 

'2059276 

— 4 QS _ 

750 ' 4.6 250 12.9 

303 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:507/521cm W: 190cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 500 (360 ActiveHybrid7) litres Fuel Tank: 82 litres 


A supercar for spacemen. There's nothing else like it: 
this is a performance car that makes a Prius look like 
a gas-guzzler 



ePrive coupe 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 469cm W: 194cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 154 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 



Like a pre-owned Daewoo Matiz, but worse, 
A lot worse. 



PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/IOOkm 

GOG 

RATING 

0,8 TE 

88900 

38 

70 

20.0 

138 

6.8 

156 

2/10 

0.8 TX 

99900 

38 

70 

20.0 

138 

6.8 

156 

2/10 

1.1 TXE 

109900 

50 

90 

18.5 

160 

5.7 

133 

2/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 355cm W: 150cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 190/1308 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 
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Chery’s attempt at originality. Laudable for a Chinese 
brand. Not a great car, nonetheless. 


_ 129900 01 114 10.0 150 7.0 100 _3i1IL 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 370cm W: 158cm H: 153cm 
Boot: 324 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 


|J2 

km/k . L/lDOkm G02 .MUL 

An average B-segment effort from Chery with no 
evidence of tracing paper in its design, 

PRICE kW Hm 

O-IDO 

1STX 139900 72 140 

_J5I 

171 7.4 178 n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 414cm W: 169cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 270 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Fully loaded C-segment five-door with asthmatic 
1.6 i 6 v. No diesel for RHD markets. Huh? 



. PRICE 

J(»_ . cm _ O-IRR 

km/k 

L/lDRkm COR RATING 

IMXE 

209900 

93 160 n/a 

n/a 

8.3 194 3/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 179cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 350 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 



A RAV 4 clone attempt done by the drones. Chery’s 
best-selling model in South Africa. Baffling. 


93 100 n/a 105 0.0 201 3/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 429cm W: 177cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 1935 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 


I CHEVROLET 


I Local offerings are mostly evolved Daewoos, built in Korea. 
Very little bowtie DNA in evidence. 



One of the cheapest cars you can buy in SA, and it 
shows. No match for established rivals. Fugly, too. 


104300 49 87 15.4 154 5.8 135 4/10 _ 


EURONCAP: 364cm W: 160cm H: 152cm 

Boot: 170/568 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Semi-convincing alternative to the established 
budget city cars, but jury still out on rhino-meets- 
elephant looks. 




PRICE 

kW 

Im 

0-100 

kmRi 

L/lOOkm 

CUR 

RtIMG 

1.2CamDus 

121 900 

68 

188 

13.3 

164 

5.4 

129 

5/ID 


132100 

80 

108 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/18 

1.2 LS 

140800 

60 

108 

13.3 

164 

5.4 

129 

5/18 

1.2 LT 

15360D 

68 

188 

13.3 

184 

5.4 

129 

5/18 


EURONCAP: 364cm W: 160cm H: 152cm 

Boot: 568 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Market leader gets the full Brazilian, not as good 
as the old one 



1.8 Club 
1.8 Sport 


173300 

201800 


9.8 185 8.1 193 8/10 
9.8 .185 8.1 193 8/10 


IJDClub 


.213300 55 170 n/a n/a 5.5 145 7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 451cm W: 170cm H: 158cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 56 litres 


Disappointing and unimaginative, the Aveo is a poor 
relation to the smaller and sparkier Spark, Dig no 
deeper for the vastly superior Hyundai Accent, 



hatch 1.6 L 

sedan 1.6 L 


sedan 1.6 LS 


sedan 1 .6 LSaut o 


181800 

175800 


11.5 184 7.3 173 2/lIL 

11.8 184 7.3 173 2/10 

m J84 J.3_=173 J/HL 
12.1 178 7.7 184 2/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L:392/431cm W: 168/171cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 466/653 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


It's no Concorde, but at least it won't give your bank 
manager a coronary. 



hatch 1.6 LS 


sedan 1.6 LS 


_203800 

_208700 


sedan 1.6 LSauto 


hatch 1.4TRS 


Nm 0-IDD km/h L/IDDhm GD2 RUING 

155 _U.3 189 8i 155 M 

155 _11.3 183 8.4 152 4/10 

155 _U.7 178 8.9 184 4/10 

200 9.5 197 8.6 155 8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 404/440cm W: 174cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 466/653 litres Fuel Tank: 46 litres 


Affordable motoring and little else. The saloon is at least 
an interesting proposition compared to mainstream 
choices. The hatch not so much. 



sedan 1.6 L 

238 488 

88 

155 

12.8 

190 

8,7 157 3/10 

sedan 1.6 LS 

247288 

88 

155 

12.8 

190 

6.7 157 3/18 

sedan 1.4TLS 

262588 

103 

288 

9.3 

185 

5.8 ML 

sedan 1.4T LSauto 

272488 

103 

288 

18.4 

284 

6.8 157 6/10 

hatch 1.6 LS 

248308 

88 

155 

12.8 

185 8.7 158 3/18 

hatch 1.4T LS 

285208 

103 

208 

9.3 

200 

5.8 135 8/10 


EURONCAP: 451/460cm W: 179cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 413/450 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 

IlliBfil 

Chevrolet’s take on the seven-seat MPV. So. It comes 
with seven seats, there’s plenty of storage... sorry, 
we’re nodding off. 



. M30B 


12.8 185 7.2 1 71 4/18 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 184cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 101/739/1594 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 


Facelifted car is still a cheap way into seven-seat 
SUV ownership, but there are far more enticing 
offers from other Korean brands. 



2.4 IT 

388580 

123 

230 

10.5 

190 

8.8 210 _5/iL 

2.4 LT auto 

384DDD 

123 

238 

11.D 

175 

8.8 218 5/10 

2.2D LT 

388688 

135 

488 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 209 8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 468cm W: 185cm H: 175cm 
Boot: 465/1577 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



A bakkie-based SUV that does not give the mighty 
Toyota Fortuner a run for its money. 


2.5D LT 

434888 

128 

380 

11.7 

180 

7.4 

185 

6/18 

2.8D LTZauto 

513588 

144 

580 

18.8 

188 

8.5 

254 

B/1D 

2.8D4x4LTZ 

551188 

144 

440 

11.4 

188 

8.8 

215 

7/18 

2.8D 4x4 LTZauto 

588880 

144 

5DD 

18.8 

188 

8.5 

254 

7/18 



1.4 

141780 

88 

120 

12.8 

188 

7,2 

171 

8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 190cm H: 185cm 

Boot: 830 litres Fuel Tank: 76 litres 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

1^100 

km/h 

L/lOOkm 

COR 

RATING 

1.4 UteForce Edition 

184DDD 

88 

128 

12.8 

180 

7.2 

171 

8/10 

VTi 120 Attraction 

259900 

88 

160 

10.8 

193 

6.2 

143 

4/18 

1.4Club 

187400 

68 

128 

12.8 

160 

7.2 

171 

8/18 

VTi 120 Seduction 

275988 

88 

160' 

10.8 

193 

6.2 

143 

4/10 

1.4SDort 

193700 

88 

128 

12.8 

160 

7.2 

171 

6/10 


VTi 120 Seduction auto 

290900 

88 

160 

12.5 

188 

6.9 

159 

4/18 

1.8 

180800 

77 

181 

9.8 

185 

8.1 

193 

6/18 


VTi 120 Exclusive 

295900 

88 

180 

10.8 

193 

6.2 

143 

4/10 

1.8 UteForce Edition 

168188 

77 

181 

9.8 

185 

8.1 

193 

8/18 


e HDi 110 Seduction 

298900 

82 

270 

12.4 

190 

4.2 

109 

4/18 



The perennial second princess of the American bigthree offers a lot 
I of spec but little else. Voyage to nowhere, really. 


Grand Vovager 


An improvement over its crappy predecessor, but 
Merc makesa Viano. 


2.8CRD Limited 


. mm 121L_ 380 12.8 IBB _ai_ 

. 87 4 990 12D 3611 121J8B 8.4 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 514cm W: 195cm H: 188cm 
Boot: 914/2342 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


34 0 7.7 m 9.7 7/10 

7/10 

5J] .280 M jia a/io_ 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 507/509cm W: 190cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 481 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 


TopGear on Citroen 


Returning to its quirky French roots with Cactus, Picasso and DS. 
Styled for the individual. Suited to the Newtown-domiciled. 


The first time Citroen got jiggy with Peugeot and Toyota, 
they created something quite cool. Now it's round two 



VTi82Feel 


VTi 82 Airscape Feel 


O-tOO km/h L/IDDkm 

11.0 170 4.3 9 

11.0 170 4.3 9 


n/l_ 

n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 347cm W: 162cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 196-780 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


A former Car of the Year and a gigantic mincing Gallic 
leap forward for Citroen, Not fast, but a kick up the 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 


L/lCCkm 


HATING 

60kW Design 

239800 

60 

118 

12.3 

174 

4.7 

189 

5/10 

e-THP81kVV Stvie 

279980 

81 

285 

10.8 

188 

4.5 

184 

6/10 

88 kVV Stvie auto 

284888 

88 

168 

18.9 

188 

6.6 

158 

8/18 

Cabrio VTi 82 Desien 

245908 

80 

118 

12.5 

172 

4.7 

189 

7/18 

e THP 120kVV Soort 

329900 

120 

248 

8.1 

218 

5.8 

129 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 395cm W: 172cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 285/880 litres Fuel Tank: 48 litres 



A breath of fresh air, as only Citroen can do. Great 
looking and with just enough gadgets to keep a modern 
family happy 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

D-ICO 

km/h 

L/ICCkm 

OCR 

RATING 

60kVV Feel 

224988 

60 

118 

14.5 

187 

4.6 

187 

7/10 

eTHPSlkW Feel Feel 

259900 

81 

205 

9.3 

188 

4.7 

187 

8/10 

e THP SlkVV Feel Shine 

284980 

81 

205 

9.3 

188 

4.7 

187 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 416cm W: 173cm H: 148-153cm 
Boot: 358-1170 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


If you want a cool and interesting Citroen, buy one 
of the DS’s, The new C4 iscomfortable, efficient, 
but also dull. 



EURONCAP: 433cm W: 179cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 380/1183 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


The Audi A4 with 
at only R 4 999 p 


a 2 year Guaranteed Future Value 
m. 



Audi 

Financial Services 


Firuno! Subject to approval by Audi FirunCUl ShvIui,. t (llvlilan of Vd|Lw4g«n FlnanciAL Senricn Sfluth Afirkf PmpnfNry Umitcd. «i AuLh(ini«l Flnwcul 
iiid Crsdit Prwklw NCBCP6635. Offtf orvth* Audi M l.ST FSI SE frviUitronlc <1 R43<1 000 over 2 10% rsUf, pnme 

currently «t 9.25%, 63% CFV. £«clyde« monthly idmirr Fee of R57, Model ihownmiiy be fitted with eptioMl equiprwnt. Interest rite wHt very from emmple 
In Ifiis advert if prke differs Optional equipment prltlng k not liHluded In ttie flnince airtpunt advertLW, Offer velid until 31 July fs Sc Ci apply. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technilc 
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Oddball addition to the DS range, which is neither 
a hatch nor an SUV, But it drives well and looks a 
little like a poor man's 5 Series GT. 


VTi 120 Design 

291900 

88 

160 

10.8 

193 6.2 144 ML 

THP160Stvre 

347900 

120 

240 

9.3 

212 7.7 178 6/10 

THP 200 Sport 

377900 

147 

275 

7.9 

235 6.4 149 6/10 

HDi 160 Sport 

375900 

120 

340 

8.6 

212 5.1 134 7/10 

|-|,Di...l6.Q-SDQrt,au,tQ 

390900 

120 

340 

9.9 

208 5.7 149 ML 


EURONCAP: 473cm W: 181cm H: 

Boot: 359/1021 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



eTHP 121 kW Intensive auto 3B 9 9D D 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 443cm W: 183cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 537-1851 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



2,0i Attraction 

313900 

113 

198 

9.3 

200 

7.5 

178 

5/10 

2.0i Comfort 

337900 

113 

198 

9.3 

200 

7.5 

178 

5/10 

2,0i Seduction 

346900 

113 

198 

9.3 

200 

7.5 

178 . 

5/10 

2.0i Seduction auto 

360900 

113 

198 

10.2 

190 

7.6 

180 

5/10 

HDi 115 Seduction 

376900 

64 

270 

10.8 

182 

4.6 

119 

5/10 

HDi 1 15 4WD Comfort 

387900 

64 

270 

11.6 

180 

4.9 

129 

5/10 

2,0i 4WD Exclusive 

41900 

113 

198 

10.9 

188 

i]_ 

JSL 

J/IL 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 434cm W: 180cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 384/1193 litres Fuel Tank: 63 litres 

The spawn of a three-way gang-bang between Fiat 
(Scudo), Peugeot (Expert) and Citroen, 


H D i 1 60 Comfort 


. 424900 120 340 13.6 170 



EURONCAP: 514cm W: 198cm H: 194cm 

Boot: 550 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


The most avantgarde of all the DS, Not as inspiring as 
the DS3, and the ride is terrible, but family cars come 
no cooler. 



THP155Stvle 

438900 

115 

240 

9.7 

202 

7.3 

169 

6/10 

THP 200 Sport 

469900 

147 

275 

8.2 

235 

6.7 

155 

7/10 

HDi 160SDort 

476900 

120 

340 

10.1 

212 

6.1 

158 

5/10 


EURONCAP: 453cm W: 198cm H: 154cm 

Boot: 468 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


DATSUN 


Revered racing name scandalously reincarnated with questionable 
safety engineering. From India. Bad karma. 



EURONCAP:n/a L: 379cm W: 164cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 265 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



225 3/10 

n/a n/a_ 10.4 242 3/10 

n/a j/L 10.4 24L 3/10 

n/a n/a 10.4 242 3/10 

EURONCAP: 489cm W: 188cm H: 169cm 

Boot: 167/2296 litres Fuel Tank: 78 litres 


FAW 


TopGear on FAWi 


Japanese compact car imitation by a Chinese company. Hatch 
I named after notorious Nazi WW2 ballistic missile. Not clever. 



What do you call a photocopier machine in China? 
A design department. This one’s Swift flavoured. 


1.3 DLX 


L/IODklH GD2 

6.5 155 

6.5 155 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 376cm W: 168cm H: 153cm 
Boot: 320 litres Fuel Tank: 37 litres 


ni 1 1 1 1 1 

Don’t confuse it with the similarly named luxury 
Volvo. This is more like a Chinese Avanza. Siriusly, 




PRICE tW Nm 

^D -100 

km/h _L|lD0lail 002 RATING 

1.3 Comfort 

164995 67 120 

n/a 

160 7.5 177 n/d 

1.5 

173295 75 140 

n/a 

n/a 6.1 191 n/d 

1.5 Comfort 

189995 75 140 

n/a 

n/a 8.1 191 n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 415cm W: 168cm H: 174cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


FERRARI di 


m the cars, which 
:heir owners. 

Sickeningly kitsch theme parks don't detracted fro 
are phenomenal and well beyond the capability of 1 

FBB 


The Eerrari that everyone thought was a Maserati now 
has a turbo V 8 , The purists will hate it, but it'll bring in 
buyers, 1 


California T 


412 755 3.6 316 10.5 250 6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 456cm W: 190cm H: 131cm 
Boot: 240/340 litres Fuel Tank: 78 litres 


The finest sports car of the past five years. Utterly 
mind-blowing. You should want one. Everyone should 
want one. 



Spider 

4610000 

419 

540 

3,4 

320 

13.3 

307 

10/10 

Soeciale 

4977500 

445 

540 

3,0 

325+ 

13.3 

307 

10/10 

Soeciale A 

5445000 

445 

540 

3,0 

325+ 

13.3 

307 

10/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 453cm W: 194cm H: 121cm 
Boot: 230 litres Fuel Tank: 86 litres 



Evolved 458 that makes turbocharging that much more 
acceptable to the Tifosi. Trick aero. Looks ace. 

Latter day 288 of sorts?. 


488 GTB 


_TBA 


492 _ 760 . 


L.. 330+. 11,4_ 260 10/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 453cm W: 194cm H: 121cm 
Boot: 230 litres Fuel Tank: 86 litres 


A 4wd Eerrari Estate, making this the most practical 
300kph family car around. Buy itforthe 6,3-litre V12, 
not the 450-litre boot. 


._5MD00 485 683 3.7 335 15.4 360 9 /10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 491cm W: 196cm H: 138cm 
Boot: 450/800 litres Fuel Tank: 91 litres 


The E12 is bombastic, epic and howlingly fast. 

The fastest Eerrari road car ever - faster even than 
an Enzo - nothing remotely like it. 



E12berlinetta 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 194cm H: 127cm 
Boot: 320 litres Fuel Tank: 92 litres 



Painless to park. Good to look at. Quintessential Italian urban trans- 
I port. South Africa has a lot of parking space though. Conundrum. 



EURONCAP: 400cm W: 169cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 275/1030 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Not quite the Sixties revival Eiat was hoping for, i * 

but the 500 is a refreshing alternative to the ubiquitous I * 

Mini. One for the wife, unless you secretly like Boyzone. 

Nin 0-100 M UlOfllm i 002 



1.2 Pop 

177900 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

5/10 

1.2 Pop auto 

166940 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5.0 

115 

5/10 

1.2 Lounge 

193900 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

5/10 

1.2 Lounge auto 

202940 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5.0 

115 

5/10 

1.4 Lounge 

221900 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6.1 

140 

6/10 

1.4 Lounge auto 

230940 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

500S1.4 

227 900 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6.1 

140 

5/10 

500S 1.4 auto 

236940 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

5/10 

SOOCl.PPop 

219900 

51 

102 

12.9 

160 

5.1 

119 

4/10 

500C 1.2 Pop auto 

228940 

51 

102 

13.0 

160 

5.0 

115 

5/10 

500C.1.4 Lounge 

263400 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6.1 

140 

6/10 

500C 1.4 Lounge auto 

272 440 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

6/10 

500S Cabriolet 1.4 

268900 

74 

131 

10.5 

182 

6.1 

140 

5/10 

500S Cabriolet 1.4 auto 

277940 

74 

131 

10.6 

182 

5.8 

135 

5/10 


EURONCAP: 355cm W: 163cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 185 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



EURONCAP: N/A L: 396cm W: 172cm H: 174cm 
Boot: 330/2500 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 








Don't be misled by the badge and the headlights. 
The 500L is more Panda than 500, and bigger than 
you expect. 


1,4 Pop Star 


1.4 Easy 


1,4 Lounge 


I, 6 Multijet Lounge 

J. ..4.T Je.LTr£kking 


2559DD 

255900 

270900 

314900 

319400 


12.8 178 
12.8 178 
12.8 178 
11.3 181 
11.0 183 


5/lD_ 

.iM 


5/10 
. 5/lIL 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 415cm W: 178cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 340/1310 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


It’s the Qubo’s bigger MPV brother. If you require 
such a thing. We don’t. 



1 6 Multijet Dynamic 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 439cm W: 183cm H: 190cm 
Boot: 790/3200 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


FORD 

ll.j.lcfAIJ.I.IJigS" 


American alternative to VW, with a range of very tidily engineered 
cars. Ranger has become Hilux’s most credible rival in, well, forever. 


Indian-built old shape Fiesta used to be the class 
king, until the new Kia Picanto came around. 



l,4Ambiente 
1.4 Trend 


l,4TDCi Ambiente 


154900 

152900 


127 

127 

160 


13.1 169 6.6 

13.1 169 6.6 

15.8 163 5.3 


156 6/10 

156 6J10_ 

139 6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 380cm W: 168cm H: 143cm 
Boot: 284/979 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 169cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 630 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



Arguably the best supermini on sale. Pace setter or 
pacemaker, there's something for everyone here. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IOR 

km/h 

L/IRCkm 

GR2 

RIIIHG 

5-door 1,4 Ambiente 

194030 

71 

128 

12.2 

175 

5.7 

130 7/10 

5-door 1,4 Trend 

204900 

71 

128 

12.2 

175 

5.7 

130 

7/10 

5-door TOT Ambiente auto 

199900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

7/10 

5-door TOT Trend 

199900 

92 

170 

9.4 

196 

4.3 

99 

7/10 

5-door TOT Trend auto 

209900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

J/10 

5-door TOT Titanium 

219900 

92 

170 

9.4 

196 

4.3 

99 

7/10 

5-door 1 .OT Titanium auto 

229900 

74 

170 

10.8 

180 

4.9 

114 

7/10 

5-door T6TDCi Ambiente 

210030 

70 

200 

11.7 

181 

3.6 

95 

7/10 

5 door T6TDCi Trend 

216900 

70 

200 

11.7 

181 

3.6 

95 

7/10 

3 door ST 

275 900 

134 

290 

6.9 

220 

5.9 

138 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: 395cm W: 172cm H: 143cm Boot: 

281 litres Fuel Tank: 40/42 litres 



Ford rushes in with niche-filling B-Segment SUV. 
Fiesta on stilts, anyone? 



PRICE 

kW 

Hm 

R-IOR 

km/h 

L/IRRkm 

GG2 

RATING 

1,5 Ambiente 

210900 

82 

138 

n/a 

171 

6.5 

154 

6/10 

1.5 Titanium auto 

270900 

82 

138 

n/a 

166 

6.5 

154 

5/10 

TOT Trend 

246900 

92 

170 

n/a 

179 

5.7 

131 

6/10 


TOT Titanium 

266900 

92 

170 

n/a 

179 

5.7 

131 

6/10 

1 STDCi Trend 

250900 

66 

205 

n/a 

160 

4.5 

J25. 

7/10 

T5TDCi Titanium 

270900 

66 

205 

n/a 

160 

4.5 

125 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 401cm W: 177cm H: 167cm 
Boot: 705 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 



New engines, new interior design, even a tweak to 
perk the handling back up. Focus is back to its best. 



, PRICE BIL 

. Nm G:I0G 

km/h 



sedan TOT Ambiente 

212900 92 

170 _11.1 

192 

5.0 

116 7/10 

.sedan TOT Trend 

229900 92 

170 11.1 

192 

5.0 

116 .J/10 

.sedan T5T Trend 

2B5900 132 

240 _8.7 

222 

5.6 

128 J/10 

sedan T5T Trend auto 

279900 132 

240 9.0 

220 

6.1 

140 7/10 

hatch TOT Ambiente 

217900 92 

170 11.1 

192 

5.0 116 7/10 

hatch TOT Trend 

234900 92 

170 11.1 

192 

5.0 

116 7/10 

hatch T5T Trend 

271900 132 

.240 8.6 

.224 

5.5 

.127 7/10 

hatch T5T Trend auto 

264900 132 

241 8.9 

222 

6.1 

J4Q_ 7/10^ 

STl 

350900 . 184 

360 6.5 

248 . 

. 7.2 

169. 8/10 

SI3 

14900 184 

360 6.5 

i48 

7.2 

J9 JL 


EURO NCAP: 436/453cm W: 182cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 363/1148 litres Fuel Tank: 55/60 litres 



So much more bakkie than before, plus it's bigger. 
Gotta like the big bro FI 50 genes. 


PRICE 

kW 

Hm 0400 

, km/h 


1 002 

RATING 

2,5 

199900 



n/a 

10.8 

257 6/10 

2.5X1 

23"5900 

122 

226 

n/a n/a 

10.8 

257 6/10 

2.5 Hi-RiderXI 

249900 

122 

226 

n/a 

n/a 

10.8 

257 

6/10 

2.2 

213900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

237 

6/10 

2.2 XL 

248900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

237 

6/10 

2.2Hi-RiderXI 

264900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

9.0 

237 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XL 

316900 

88 

285 

n/a 

n/a 

9.6 

253 

6/10 

2,2Hi-RiderXLS 

316900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

7.6 

199 

6/10 

2.24x4XL-Plus 

347 900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

215 

6/10 

2.2 4x4X1 S 

375900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

8.2 

215 

6/10 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

358900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

, 9.3 

245 

7/10 

3 9 4x4X1 S 

412900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

258 

7/10 

SunerCab 




2 5Hi-RiderXI 

272900 

122 

226 

n/a 

n/a 

10.9 

259 

6/10 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

314900 

110 

375 

n/a 

.n/a 

7.7 

202 

6/10 

3,2Hi-RiderXLS 

386900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.3 

245 

7/10 

3.2 4x4XLS 

435900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

258 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLS auto 

449900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.7 

255 

7/10 

double cab 




2.5Hi-RiderXL 

303900 

122 

226 

n/a 

n/a 

10.9 

259 

6/10 

2.2Hi-RiderXI 

326900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

202 6/10 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

407900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

202 

6/10 

9.2 4x4 XI -Plus 

397900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

218 

6/10 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

461900 

110 

375 

n/a 

n/a 

8.3 

218 

7/10 

3 2 Hi-RiderXLT 461900 

147 

470 

n/a 

,n/a 

9.3 

245 

7/10 

3.2 Hi-Rider XLT auto 

474900 

147 

470 

^_n/a 

.n/a 

9.1 

239 7/10 

3.2 4x4 XI T 

519900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

258 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

530900 

147 

470 

n/a . 

j/a 

9.7 

255 

7/10 

3.2 Fli-Rider Wildtrak 

484900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.3 

245 

7/10 

3,2 Hi Rider Wildtrak auto 

494900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.1 

239 

7/10 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak 

551900 

147 

470 

n/a 

n/a 

9.7 

255 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: for XLT/ Wildtrak L: 528cm W: 

185cm H:170-185cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Compact van with credibly contemporary turbocharged 
engines and loads of kit. Crossover obsessed South 
Africans won’t bother, though, 

PRICE kW . M 

TourneoConnect 



TOT Ambiente 

269900 

74 

170 

n/a 

165 

5.6 

129 

5/10 

TOT Trend 

279900 

74 

170 

n/a 

165 

5.6 

129 

5/10 

GrandTourneo Connect 



T6T Titanium auto 

359900 

110 

240 

n/a 

176 

8.0 

184 

5/10 

T6TDCi Titanium 

367900 

85 

285 

n/a 

165 

4.9 

130 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 442/482 cm W: 184cm H: 185cm 
Boot: 1029-2410/1529-2761 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


iKuga 


mr~ 



The Kuga has grown up and bought some sensible 
clothes. Sure, it's highly pricey but so are others. 


M 



PRICE hW Nm 

0-1DC km/h 

L/IOOhir 

1 G02 RATING 

TST Ambiente 

321900 110 240 

9.7 195 

6.6 

154 ML 

T5T Trend 

357900 110 240 

9.7 195 

6.6 

154 6/10 

TST Trend auto 

371900 132 240 9.9 200 7.0 162 6/10 

T5T AWD Trend 

398900 132 240 

10.1 200 

7.7 

179 6/10 

7.0T AWD Titanium 

.439900 177 . 240 

7.8 212 

. 8.8 

_2DL .6/10. 


2.0TDCiAWD Trend 

b.OTDCi AWD Titanium 


424908 

_45a900 


400 

400 


10.4 200 
10.4 200 . 


162 . 6/1DL 


EURO NCAP: 


I L: 452cm W: 184cm H: 175cm 


Boot: 1653 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


The Mondeo returns. Smooth, refined and not too 
American, Loads of clever kit. Well done Ford, 





Nm 


km/h . 

Uioakn 

L G02 

RATING 

TST Trend 

349900 

132 

240 

9.2 

218 

7.4 

173 

6/10 

TOT Trend 

369900 

149 

300 

8.7 

232 7.5 174 

7/10 

2.0T Titanium 

424900 

177 

340 

7.9 

240 

8.5 

187 

7/10 

2.0TDCi Titanium 

449900 

132 

400 

8.6 

225 

5.1 

124 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 487cm W: 191cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 453 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 


It's like a posh Transit, only less panel-vanny. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

0-100 

km/h 

L/10Dhm 

C02 RATING 

2,2TDCi SWB Ambiente 

437900 

74 

310 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172 6/10 

2,2TDCiLWB Ambiente 

443900 

74 

310 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172 

6/10 

2.2TDCi SWB Trend 

458900 

92 

350 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172 

6/10 

2,2TDCiLWB Trend 

463900 

92 

350 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172__.6/10 

2.2TDCi SWB Limited 

504900 

114 

385 

n/a 

157 

6.5 

172 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: 497/533cm W: 229cm H: 202cm 

Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


FOTON 




Chinese bakkies that are either awful, or no longer cheap. Make your 
choice. Or rather, don’t. 



Great name but 68kW engine in a bakkie body is 
hardly going to go like thunder, is it? 


2.2 V 

139950 

76 

193 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

2/10 

2.2 CV 

149950 

76 

193 

n/a 

n/a . 

n/a 

j/a. 

2/10 

2,8TDCV 

179950 

68 

202 

n/a 

j/a 

n/a 

j/a . 

2/10 

2.2 double cab CV 

184950 

76 

193 

n/a 

n/a , 

n/a 

n/a , 

2/10 

2.8TD double cab XV 

205950 

68 

202 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

2/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 516cm W: 175cm H: 170cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: n/a litres 


Another great name, sounds like an industrial boy 
band; R 37 ok for a Chinese bakkie? No, 



2.8 on-road Comfort 

PRICE 

199950 

kW 

96 

Nm 

■ 280 

O-IDO 

n/a 

km/h 

150 

L/lOOhm 

8.0 

C02 

212 

RATING 

4/10 

2,8 off-road Comfort 

239950 

96 

280 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

212 

4/10 

2,8 off-road Luxurv 

249950 

96 

280 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

212 

4/10 

double cab 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

294950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 off-road Luxurv 

314950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 4x4 Comfort 

379950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 

2.8 4x4 Luxurv 

399950 

120 

360 

13.5 

160 

8.3 

219 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 531cm W: 188cm H: 186cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



Need your space? 

Audi roof boxes from R7 027 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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GEELY 


Chinese cars that don’t feel at all well-built or engineered. Brakes will 
make you rediscover religion. 



Panda face styling details can’t hide its 
unsophisticated execution. Unfathomable USB 
interface. 


_92990 ,_5D- 


n/a n/ R 
110 _ 14.0 155 


V 1 40 m 
B.9_,1B4 3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 400/434cm W: 169cm H: 144cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Geely’s idea of alternative branded luxury. Like a 
Chinese Lexus, Sort of Not at all,,. 


1,8 GL Luxury 


10.9 1B5 
10.9 1B5 


I GD2 RATING 

180 _4/]0_ 
180 4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 180cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 680 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


GWM 


TopGear on GWM: 


Best of the Chinese isn’t really saying much. Was stupendous value. 
Now comically on par with Korean and Japanese pricing. Silly. 


A Chinese rival to the VW Polo and Nissan Almera, 
See Toyota Corolla Quest, 



1,5 C omfort 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 171cm H: 148cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 389cm W: 173cm H: 160cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 396cm W: 173cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 310 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Low tech meets high value. Offers impressive value 
as a workhorse, but won't ever win the walk-off. 



7.0WCT 

199900 

78 225 

n/a 150 

8.1 214 4/l]]_ 

7.41 1 ux 

189900 

100 200 

n/a 180 

10.7 251 J/IQ 

7 41 4x41 NX 

219900 

100 200 

n/a IRQ 

10,7 251 5/10 

7nVCTI ux 

229900 

110 310 

n/a n/a 

8.3 220 . i/J(L 

7.0VCT4x4l ux 

259900 

110 310 

n/a n/a 

8.3 220 5/10 

double cab 

7 71 1 ux 

184900 

78 190 

n/a n/a 

9.7 229 5/10 

7.0WCT.SX 

229900 

78 225 

n/a 150 

9.3 245 J/KL 

7 41 1 ux 

214900 

100 200 

n/a 180 

10.7 251 5/10 

2.4L4x4Lux 

239900 

100 200 

_ n/a 180 

10.7 251 _5/]L 

2,0VGT Lux 

_ 259900 

110 310 

n/a n/a 

8.3 220 5/10 


?.0VGT 4x4I [jx 


289900 110 310 n/a n/a 8.3 220_.5/10_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 502/504cm W: 180cm H: 168/173cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 178cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 530 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Has touchscreen audio, piano black cabin finishes and 
powered by an ostensibly self-developed 2-litre 
turbodiesel. Chinse+luxury-i-bakkie=oxymoronic. 



2.4 SX 

239900 

93 

200 

n/a 

150 

10.7 

251 

4/10 

2,4Xscape 

258900 

93 

200 

n/a 

150 

10.7 

251 . 

4/10 

2.0VGTSX 

289900 

105 

305 

n/a 

150 

8.3 

220 

5/10 

2,QVCTXscape 

M)0.. 

105 

305 

n/a 

150 

8.3 

220 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 509cm W: 180cm H: 173cm Boot: n/a 
litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



Improved "second-gen" looks from a Chinese 
manufacturer. Best of the bunch, but build quality 



PRIGE 

kw 

Nm 

m_ 

km/h 

L/lDOkni 

CG2 

RATING 

2,4Citv 

244900 

100 

200 

n/a 

185 

10.3 

242 

5/ir 

2.4 Lux 

249900 

100 

200 

n/a 

185 

10.3 

242 5/10 

2.4 Lux 4x4 

289900 

100 

200 

n/a 

185 

10.3 

242 

5/10 

2.0VGT Lux 

284900 

110 

310 

n/a 

180 

7.8 

199 

5/10 

2.0VGT Lux auto 

319900 

110 

310 

n/a 

180 

9.2 

240 

5/10 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 

319900 

110 

310 

n/a 

180 

7.8 

199 

5/10 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 auto 

339900 

110 

310 

n/a 

180 

9.2 

240 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 181cm H: 175cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Feature laden compact SUV from China. Bigger 
than an 1x35, cheaper than a Santa Fe. Did we 
mention it's Chinese? 



l.STCitv 

259900 

105 

210 

n/a 

180 

8.5 

200 5/10 

1,5T Lux 

279900 

105 

210 

n/a 

180 

8.5 

200 5/10 

2.0TCI Lux 

349900 

105 

310 

n/a 

n/a 

8.7 

175 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 183cm H: 169cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 58 litres 




GWM's interpretation of American supersized bakkie 
design, hence ginormous grille and oversized 
headlamps. Six airbags and ESP, Needs more power. 


double cab 


2.0VGTSX 


499900 


2.0VGTXscape 


305 n/a 150 8.8 233_J/10 

.310 _nlLj50 8. 8 233 _6/]L 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 535cm W: 180cm H: 176cm Boot: n/a 
litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



World’s greatest engine company assembles very reliable cars, 
which you’ll have no desire to buy. Needs Type-Rs. Desperately. 



Think of it as a smaller Jazz, without the clever bits. 
Bombproof mechanical build quality. 



PRIGE 

HI 

Nm 

O-IGG km/h 

L/IGGkm 

GD2 RATING 

hatch 1,2 Trend 

134800 


J09 _12.2 n/a 

J.Bl 

133 5/10 

hatch 1.2 Comfort 

J48000 

85 

109 

12.2 n/a 

5.8 

133 5/10 

hatch 1.2 Comfort auto 

181000 

85 

109 

14.7 n/a 

8.3 

150 5/10 

Amaze-sedarLl.2-Trend 

147200 

85 

109 

12.4 n/a 

8.1 

147 5/10 

Amaze sedan 1.2 Comfort 

137700 

, 85 

109 

12.4 n/a 

8.1 

147 5/10 

Amaze sedan 1.2 Comfort auto 

170700 

85 

109 

15.7 n/a 

8.9 

187 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 361/399cm W: 168cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 519/405 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


It’s better than an Avanzaand Ertiga, but only just. 
Somewhat lacks the premium shine of bigger 
Hondas but does what it says on the tin. 


1.5 Trend 


1880 00 88 
207900 88 

22430L_ 88_ 


O-IOD M L/IODkm G02 RATING 

10.8 140 8.1 147 8/10 

10.8 140 8.1 147 8/10 

11,3 140 8.0 144 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 439cm W: 168cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 223-521 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 


Individual and ingenious, the Jazz deserves to be bought 
by more people under ninety than it is. 

« 

m 

P 

•j 


PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

G-1GG 

km/h 

L/IGGkm 

GGZ 


1.2 Trend 

185300 

88 

110 _ 

13,5 

175 

5,8 

135 

8/10 

1.2 Comfort 

211000 

88 

118 _ 

13,8 

175 

5,8 

135 

8/10 

1.2 Comfort auto 

228500 

88 

110 

14.3 

174 

5.8 

138 

8/10 

1.5 Elegance 

241900 

88 

145 

9.9 

180 

8.0 

143 

7/10 

1.5 Elegance auto 

258900 

88 

145 

10.8 

180 

5.8 

140 

7/10 

1.5 Dynamic 

257300 

88 

145 

9.9 

180 

8.0 

143 

7/10 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

272300 

88 

145 

10.7 

180 

5.8 

140 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 170cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 536 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 



Hugely convincing facelift raises this iteration of the 
Ballade from budget to bearable. 



PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IGO 

km/h 

L/1GGkm 

GGZ 

RATING 

1.5 Trend 

208900 

88 

145 

9.8 

185 

5.9 

140 

8/10 

1.5 Trend auto 

223900 

88 

145 

11.1 

190 

5.8 

137 

5/10 

1.5 Elegance 

237100 

88 

145 

9.8 

185 

5.9 

140 

5/10 

1.5 Elegance auto 

252100 

88 

145 

11.1 

190 

5.8 

137 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 170cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 536 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 


Looks like a facelift, but is actually an all new model that's 
now much quieter, more comfortable and much less 




PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

G-IGG 

km/h 

L/1GGkm 

GGZ 

RATING 

sedan 1.8 Elegance 

311800 

104 

174 

8.8 

200 

8.7 

180 

7/10 

sedan 1.8 Elegance auto 

328800 

104 

174 

10.5 

200 

8.8 

157 

7/10 

sedan 1.8 Executive 

323500 

104 

174 

8.8 

200 

8.7 

180 

7/10 







sedan 1.8 Executive auto 


hatch 1.8 Elegance 

297000 

194 

hatch 1 8 Elegance auto 

312000 

194 . 

hatch 1,8 Executive 

323500 

104 

hatch 1 8 Executive auto 

339500 

104 

Tourer 1.8 Executive 

38550D 

104 

Tourer 1.8 Executive auto 

400500 

_J]4 


104 .174 10.5 200 

9.1 212 


B.B 15 7 _Z/1IL 

B.1 14B 7/10 

.174 10.9 . 20L B.5 .155 . 7/lIL 

174 9.5 212 B.3 150^ 7/10 

174 11.3 _20L B.5 155 7/10 

174 _1L_210 B.B 1 57 7/10 

174 11.3 . 205 B.7 IB P 7/10 


EURONCAP: 430/455cm W: 175/1 77cm 

H: 144cm Boot: 440/477-1210 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


An award winner at TopGear in 2010 , Buck Rogers 
styling, low emissions and a compelling balance of 
performance and economy. It’s the CR-X reborn, 

m . 


hybrid 


JaybckiautQ- 



EURONCAP: • 

Boot: 225/401 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 


124 7/10 

117 _ B/10 

L: 408cm W: 174cm H: 140cm 



Honda’s SUV now sharper to the eye, but lacks the 
branding cachet. Should last rather well. 


2.0 Comfort 

PRICE 

355000 

114 

Nm 

192 

0-100 km/h 
1D.D 199 

mm GD 2 omiiie 

7.7 182 B/10 

2.0 Comfort auto 

370900 

114 

192 

12.4 185 

7.0 101 B/IO 

2,0 Elegance 

404100 

114 

192 

1D.D 190 

7.7 102 B/10 


2,Q El e gan ce aut o 


_m 114 192 L2.4 185 , J^JBI _E/1!L 


2,4 Executive AWD 


2.4 Exclusive AWD 


520900 140 220 11.1 190 B.5 


557800 140 22 0 __\U 190 B.B 203 B/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 457cm W: 182cm H: 165cm 
Boot: 1146 litres Fuel Tank: 58 litres 


Say sayonara to the Accord as we knew it in favour 
of an obese, cumbersome American version. Or 
simply put, the American version. 



2,0 Elegance 
2.4 Executive 


114 

132 

207 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 489cm W: 185cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 453 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


HYUNDAI 


TopGear on Hyundai, 


Korean behemoth perhaps the greatest threat of all to Toyota’s 
I passenger-car business. Needs a bakkie for true world domination. 


Eacelifted car, but don’t think Hyundai has taken that 
as an excuse to make it expensive. 




PRICE 

hw 

Cm 

0-100 

hm/h 


m 

RIIHG 

1.1 Motion 

129900 

50 

99 

15.2 

153 

4.8 

114 

B/10 

1.1 Motion auto 

142900 

50 

99 

17.1 

146 

5.7 

135 

B/10 

1.25 Eluid 

138500 

04 

119 

12.3 

160 

4.7 

113 

B/10 

1.25 Eluid auto 

151000 

04 

119 

13.8 

160 

5.5 

132 

B/10 

1.25 Glide 

146000 

04 

119 

12.3 

160 

4.7 

113 

B/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 359cm W: 160cm H: 154cm 
Boot: 225/910 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Lacks the charisma of the Panda and the sheer polish 
of the Up but actually, if you don’t care about cars then 
buy this one. 




PRIDE 

kw 

Nm 

D-IOD 

hm/h 

L/IDOkm 

CD2 

RATING 

1.25 Motion 

149900 

04 

120 

12.7 

1B7 

5.9 

130 

B/10 

1.25 Eluid 

1B2400 

04 

120 

12.7 

107 

5.9 

130 

7/10 

1.25 Eluid auto 

172400 

04 

120 

14.2 

160 

B.9 

147 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 377cm W: 166cm H: 152cm 
Boot: 256-1202 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 



It's the new i 2 o! It's not that exciting! It needs 
better engines! Otherwise a very worthy and 
competent supermini. 



1.2 Morion 

184900 

61 

115 

13.6 165 

5.9 

140 

5/10 

1.4 Eluid 

207000 

74 

133 

11.4 182 

6.5 

147 

5/10 


217900 

74 

133 

13.2 1B3 

7.5 

.100 

5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 400cm W:173cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 294/1010 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Plastic hubcaps complete sleeper looks, with a 
rev-happy screamer of an engine. 





POKE 

kW 

Nm 

D-1DD km/h 

L/IDOhm 

GD2 RATING 

sedan 1..6.MQtian 

2\nm 

01 

156 

10.2 190 

6.1 

145 7/10 

sedan 1.6 Fluid 

224900 

91 

150 

10.2 190 

0.1 

145 J/]D_ 

sedan 1.6 Fluid auto 

234900 

91 

156 

11.4 184 

0.4 

151 7/10 

hatch 1.6 Fluid 

234900 

91 

156 

10.2 190 

6.4 

152 _Z/1IL 

hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 

244000 

91 

156 

11.4 184 

B.B 

101 7/10 


EURONCAP: 437cm W:170cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 389 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 



1.6 Premium auto 


EURONCAP: 455cm W: 178cm H: 145cm 

Boot: 485 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Woah, Hyundai seem to be catching up with Kia in the 
design stakes, and catching up with everyone else 
everywhere else. 



PRIDE 

kW 

Nm 

D-DO 

m/h L/1D0lan GOO GATING 

1.6 Premium 

279900 


157 

10.5 

192 6.4 152 6/ID 

1.6 Premium auto 

299900 

95 

157 


190 B.B 173 5/10 

1.8 Executive 

299900 

110 

178 

9.7 

195 6.5 157 7/ID 


EURONCAP: 430cm W: 178cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 378 litres Fuel Tank: 53 litres 



A cool, quirky coupe/hatch with one door on the 
driver’s side and two doors on the other. A modicum 
of talent, too. 


1.6 Executive 

297900 

103 

1B7 

9.7 

201 

6.8 

163 

6/10 

1.6 Executive auto 

317900 

103 

1B7 

10.3 

200 

6.8 

161 

6/10 

Turbo Elite 

3799DD 

150 

265 

7.8 

224 

7.2 

171 

6/10 

Turbo Elite auto 

399 ODD 

150 

265 

7.3 

225 

6.9 

165 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 422cm W: 179cm H: 140cm 

Boot: 440 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


A weird but not unattractive compact SUV that 
marks Hyundai’s trend towards recovery. 

No masterpiece, but you could do worse. 



2,0 Premium 


2.0 Premium Special Edition 

2.0 Premium auto 

2.0 Premium auto Special Editio n 

2.0 Executive 

2.0 Executive Special Edition 

2.0 Elite 




2.0CRDi 4WD Elite Special Editio n 


EURONCAP: 441cm W: 182cm H: 166cm 

Boot: 591-1436 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


Surprisingly good van that should be issued as 
standard spec to JZ's wives. Lots of space, plenty 
to like. 


2.4 wagon GLS 


_43ia00 


12B 224 

129 392 

EURONCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 192cm H: 194cm 
Boot: 851/4308 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



Along with the ix 35 , this was the car that brought 
Hyundai back to life in 2010 . 


2.4 Elite 


439900 148 250 9.0 21 9 7.9 188 5/10 


EURONCAP: 482cm W: 184cm H: 147cm 

Boot: 523 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



2..2CRDi 4VVD_E,xecutive 
2.2CRDi 4VVD Elite 

EURO NCAP :n/a L: 469cm W: 189cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 277/2008 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 


iLz^: 


TopGear on Infinite 


ury Nissans are the answer to a question no-one has ever asked. 



More sharply styled but otherwise anonymous saloon 
from Nissan's luxury wing. This time it takes air squarely 
at the BMW 3 Series, 



PRIDE 

hW 

Nm 

D-1D0 

km/h 

L/lDDhm 

GD2 

RATING 

2.2d 

420000 

125 

400 

8,7 

231 

4,8 

125 

6/10 

2. 2d Premium 

45970D 

125 

4D0 

8.5 

23D 

5.0 

133 

7/lD 

2.2d Sport 

400000 

125 400 

8.5 

230 

5.0 

m 7/10 

2.0T Premium 

450500 

155 

350 7.2 

245 

7.0 

162 

B/1D 

2.0T Sport 

480700 

155 

350 

7.2 

245 

7.0 

162 

B/1D 

S Hybrid 

609900 

261e 

536e 

5.1 

250 

6.0 

159 

B/1D 

S Hybrid AWD 

634000 

2B1e 

5368 

5.4 

250 

7.2 

169 

B/1D 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 479cm W: 182cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 500 /400 litres Fuel Tank: 74/70 litres 



An agreeably different crossover SUV thingummy 
that’ll separate you from the BMW X3 and Ereelander 
herds. But will anyone ever buy it off you? 


3.0d 

596949 

175 

550 

7.9 

221 

8.5 224 

5/10 

3.0d GT 

B37B24 

175 

550 

7.9 

221 

8.5 224 

5/10 

3.0d GT Premium 

679230 

175 

550 

7.9 

221 

8.5 224 

5/10 

3.7 GT 

629070 

235 

360 

6.4 

240 

12.2 288 

5/ID 

3.7 GT Premium 

B7047B 

235 

300 

6.4 

240 

12.2 288 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 180cm H: 158cm 
Boot: 340/1175 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Attractive as a coupe and not a disaster as a folding 
tin-top. BMW and Audi won’t be losing any sleep 
though. Norshouldyou, 



l.ZCRDi Premium 

350000 

85 

260 

12.4 

174 

5.3 

139 

B/1D 

coupe 3.7 GT 

616667 

235 

360 

5^9 

250 

11.4 

266 

4/10 

l,7CRDi Premium Special Edition 

379900 

85 

200 

12.4 

173 

5.3 

139 

6/10 

coupe 3.7 S 

' 641270 

235 

360 

5.9 

250 

11.4 

266 

4/10 

Z.OCRDi Elite 

429900 

130 

303 

9.4 

195 

6.5 

170 

6/10 

coupe 3.7 S Premium 

674 569 

235 

360 

5.9 

250 

11.4 

266 

4/10 

Z.OCRDi 4WD Elite 

480000 

130 

392 

0.8 

195 

■ 7.2 

199 5/19 

cabrio 3,7 GT Premium 

701697 

235 

360 

6.4 

250 

11.4 

266 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 466cm W: 182cm H: 139cm 
Boot: 275/333 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


The Audi A4 with a 2 year Guaranteed Future Value 
at only R 4 999 p.m. 


Audi 

FinanciaL Services 


fMwicvaubgHt Iq ipprovit by Audi FtfWKlil Shvic:«. » diMMon VqtliiwAgqn Fiiunci;^ 5«fviii;n South Afmici 'FropriFtary LI milled , jn AuthEM’ifcd fimncbL 
Provider Offer tht A«di A4 l.aTFSI 5E ar M30 OCiOovet 10% dep«Jl', 0% tinted rat*, prime 

cirtrcAi^ t:J%CFV. Eatfudn mom My admin fee of BS7. ModH (twwn may be fitted with ojjtktn*! equipnieiit, Inlenitt rate wary from rxampW 

adwet price dMrra. Optkinai equlpmeftl pricing it not inc luded in ihe finantf amount odwr ti^ . Offer valid until 31 ]uLy 20]S. C:iippl)i. 
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Vorsprung durch Technik 






Refined, classy and quick, but as bland as a Lexus and 
go carefully with the spec - it's your money you're 




PRIGE 


_ Nm 


_ kmik JMIgl G02 _RiIlillL 

3.7 GT 

651154 

235 

368 

6.2 

258 18.2 235 5/18 

S7GT Premium 

788285 

235 

.368 

6.2 

i58 18.2 i3S_ 5/18 

3.7 S Premium 

732426 

235 

368 

6.2 

258 18.2 235 5/18 

SndGT 

672539 

175 

j58 

6.9 

i58 , 7.5 J99 , J/IL- 

3.0d GT Premium 

729598 

175 

558 

6.9 

258 7.5 199 6/18 

snds 

696759 

175 

.558 

6.9 

258 7.5 199 6/18 

3.QdS Premium 

J53818 


J58 

6.9 i58 7.5 199 6/18 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 495cm W: 185cm H: 150 cm 
Boot: 450 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Want to avoid a BMW X6 and associated impressions 
of drug related violence? The QXyo is an option. 



PRIGE 

kw 

Nm 

O-IGG 

kmik 

l/IOOkm G02 

GATING 

3.7 GT 

699588 

235 

368 

8.8 

233 

12.3 291. 

5/18 

3.7 GT Premium 

781888 

235 

388 

8.8 

233 

12.3 291 

5/18 

3.ZS . , 

788888 

235 

388 

8.8 

233 

12.3 291 

5/18 

3.7 S Premium 

883888 

235 

388 

8.8 

233 

12.3 291 5/18 

3.7 S Black 

817188 

235 

388 

8.8 

233 

12.3 i91 

5/18 

3.0d GT 

721588 

175 

558 

8.3 

212 

9.D 238 

5/18 , 

3.0d GT Premium 

783888 

175 

558 

8.3 

212 

9.8 238 

5/18 

3.0dS 

782888 

175 

558 

8.3 

212 

9.8 238 8/18 

3.0d S Premium 

825888 

175 

558 

8.3 

212 

9.8 238 

8/18 

3.0d S Black 

839188 

175 

558 

8.3 




5.0 S Premium 

918888 

287 

.588 

5.8 

250“* 

13.1 312 

7/18 


EURONCAP: 487cm W: 193cm H: 168cm 

Boot: 410/1305 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


Hideous, Unnecessary. Behemoth. Yours for well beyond I 
a million rand. A bargain forayacht. 



123BDD0 298 580 7.5 


hm/h l/IDDkin G02 RATING 

2)0 14.8 358 8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 531cm W: 227cm H: 195cm 
Boot: 470-2693 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 





P The quintessential bakkie brand - it does nothing else - has fallen 
I behind the technology curve. Reliable, but rivals are better. 



After a glacial development cycle, loyal Isuzu 
customers are rewarded by a very capable new KB, 



, PRIGE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IGO 

km/h 

L/IOGkm 

G02 

RATING 

250 

' 215788 

58 

178 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

288 

6/18 

250 Fleetside 

239188 

58 

178 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

288 

6/18 

250D-Teq Fleetside 

264288 

85 

288 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

283 

6/18 

250D-Tea LE 

381588 

85 

288 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

283 

6/18 

250D-Teq 4x4 1 F 

354488 

85 

288 

Jl/i_ 

.n/a 

7.9 

288 

6/18 

300D-Tea LX 

347 4 88 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

284 

7/18 

300D-Tea 4x4 LX 

482988 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

289 7/ID 

Extended Cab 

250D-Teq LE 

327888 

85 

288 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

283 

7/18 

300D-Tea LX 

391888 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

284 

7/18 

3CC8-TeqLXaiJto 

485188 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

284 

7/18 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

449288 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

289 

8/18 

double cab 

250D-Tea LE 

481588 

85 

288 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

283 

6/18 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

424488 

85 

288 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

288 

8/18 

300D-Tea LX 

445788 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

284 

7/18 

300D-Teq LX auto 

488388 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

284 

7/18 

300D-Teq Serengeti 

468488 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.8 

284 

8/18 

300D-Teq Serengeti auto 

494388 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 

284 

8/18 

300D Teq 4x4 LX 

585688 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

289 

7/18 

300D Teq 4x4 Serengeti 

522888 

138 

388 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

289 

8/18 


EURONCAP: n/a L:522/531cm W: 177/186cm H: 169/ 
179cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


1 JAGUAR 


Indian cash finally delivered Jaguar’s E-Type rival, only a few decades 
■ate. Characterful British alternative to the Germans. 


1 

A blistering return to form for Jaguar, The XE does 
luxury, dynamics and dares to be different. 

Right on. 



z.zu Luxury 

7.0 i4l uxurv 

nio/aa 

838428 

m 

177 

4au 

348 

D.a 

7.9 

241 

D.l 

8.9 

isa 

287 

B/IU 

7/18 

7.7D Premium 1 uxury 

692899 

147 

.458 

8.5 

.225 

5.1 

158. 

. 8/18 

2.0 i4 Premium Luxury 

718626 

177 

348 

7.9 

241 

8.9 

.207 

7/18 

3JlSitp£icharge.dE:Spoit 

888278 

258 

458 

5.9 

258 

9.4 

224 

. 7/18 



258 

458 

5.9 

258 

9.4 

224 7/18 

3JIQ£BmiijjJi^ 

J92127 

282 

688 

6.4 

258 

8.8 

j6g 

7/18 

XFR 

1318798 

375 

825 

4.9 

258 

11.6 278 

.i/1D_ 


485 J8D _ 4i_ JOD 11.8 270 . 9/18 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 496cm W: 188cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 540/923 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 447cm W: 192cm H: 131cm 
Boot: 200/148 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Yowzers! The XJ is rapid, refined and just plain 
beautiful. The interior is so special we had to invent 
an award for it. 


XJ i4 Luxury 


XJLi4 Premium Luxury 

XJ 3.0D Luxury 


1121448 
11942DD 
1311 88 3 

XJL 3.0D Premium Luxury ^ 1395778 
XJ 3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 1 491 453 
XJL 3.0 Supercharged Portfolio 1548 578 

X J R 21132 39J 

X JL 5.0 Supercharged Autobio 222825 8 


177 348 

J77 ,348, 
228 788 
228 788 
228 788 



5.9 258 
5.9 258 

4.8 280 

4.9 258 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:512/525cm W: 189cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 520 litres Fuel Tank: 82 litres 


JEEP 


ueepi 


TopGear on Jeep 


I Some very capable 4x4s; but you’ve already bought that Land-Rover 
or ‘Cruiser, haven’t you? 



Fiat SOOX’s American cousin. If real Jeeps have 
round headlights, then this is surely one. Right? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IDO 

kmlh 

L/IOOkm 

G02 

RATING 

1.6L Longitude 

348998 

81 

152 

11.8 

178 

8.0 

141 

5/18““ 

1.4LT Limited 

375998 

183 

238 

18.9 

181 

6.8 

148 

6/18 

1.4L T Limited Launch Edition 

375998 

183 

238 

18.9 

181 

6.8 

148 

6/18 

1.6L Multiiet Limited 

389998 

88 

328 

18.2 

JB 

4.6 

128 

6/10 

2.4L4x4Trailhawk 

435998 

137 

232 

n/a 

n/a 

9.8 

238 

5/18 

1.4LT 4x4 Limited 

458998 

125 

258 

8.8 

196 

8.9 

168 6/18 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 181cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 458/1269 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 



The most softcore Jeep in the range - more of a 
quasi-SUV and only in zWD here. Looks alright, 
priced right, but rivals are more accomplished. 


2.0L Limited 
2 .01 I imitedauto 


377998 
_ 398998 


1 D-IOIL km/h l/lOOkm, C02 _»sm_ 

18.B 188 7.6 175 4/18 

_ n/a n/a 8.2 198 4/18 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 181cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 458/1269 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 


No longer the smallest, cheapest Jeep you can buy. 
But still should be the cheapest Jeep you can buy. 
We'd avoid at all costs. 



7.41 1 imited 

PRICE 

376990 

kW 

125 

Nm 

220 

O-TOO 

10.7 

km/h 

185 

8.5 

G02 

196 

3/10 

2.4L Limited auto 

391990 

125 

220 

_ n/a_ 

n/a 

J.D_ 

ML 

3/10 . 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 441cm W: 179cm H: 167cm 
Boot: 536/1277 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 



Yee and indeed ha. The Wrangler is still basic, 
but has been around for so long it is now retro. 
Five-door is rugged in the Defender vein. 


3.6L Sahara 

484990 

209 

347 

8.1 

159 

11.0 

256 

5/10 

3.6L Rubicon 

509990 

209 

347 

8.1 

159 

11.4 

266 6/1D__ 

Unlimited 3.6L Sahara 

529990 

209 

347 

8.9 

180 

11.7 

273 

6/10 

Unlimited 3.6L Altitude 

542990 

209 

347 

6.9 

180 

11..7 

273 

6/10 

Unlimited 3.6L Rubicon 

554990 

209 

347 

6.9 

180 

11.9 

276 

7/10 

Unlimited 3.6L Rubicon X 

579990 

209 

347 

6.9 

180 

11.9 

276 

7/18 

Unlimited 2.8CRD Sahara 

589990 

147 

460 

10.7 

172 

8.3 

217 

6/18 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 422/475cm W: 188cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 498/935 litres Fuel Tank: 85 litres 


After a leave of absence, the Cherokee is back to do 
battle with the Freelander. It's priced well and looks... 
interesting. 





138 

229 

10.5 

196 

8.3 

193 

6/10 

3.2L Limited 

536990 

288 

315 

8.1 

209 

9.5 

221 

6/10 

3.2L4x4 Limited 

592990 

200 

315 

8.1 

209 

10.0 

232 

7/18 

3.2L4x4 Trailhawk 

654990 

200 

315 

8.4 

180 

10.0 

232 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 463cm W: 186cm H: 186/190cm 
Boot: 412-1267 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Jeep may be under Fiat's control, but no-one 
appears to have told the Grand Cherokee, 

See also Chrysler 300C, 



3.6L Limited 

PRICE 

724998 

218 

Nm 

347 

G-IGG 

8.3 

km/h 

286 

L/lGOkm 

18.4 

GG2 

244 

RATING 

8/10 

3.6L Overland 

799998 

218 

347 

8.3 

288 

18.4 

244 

8/10 

3.6L Summit 

885998 

218 

347 

8.3 

288 

18.4 

244 

8/18 

3.0CRD Limited 

829990 

179 

589 

8.2 

282 

7.5 

198 

7/18 

3.0CRD Overland^ 

899990 

179 

569 

8.2 

282 

7.5 

198 

7/18 

3.0CRD Summit 

985990 

179 

569 

8.2 

282 

7.5 

198 

6/10 

5.7L Overland 

835990 

259 

528 

7.3 

225 

13.0 

304 

5/10 

SRT8 

1099990 

344 

624 

5.8 

257 

14.8 

327 

7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 482cm W: 194cm H: 176cm 

Boot: 782/1554 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 

KiA wmmMm 










For people who need a better-styled Hyundai. 

L 












. 149995 . 
JB1995 


.120 

J2D 


11B_ 1B9 _5JL_ 119 7/10 
n/a n/a B.O 144 7/10 


EURO NCAP:n/aL: 360cm W: 160cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 200/870 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Another looker from Kia desperately in search of 
more shove. 




PRIGE 

hW 

Nm 

R-IDD 

km/h L/lODkin C02 RATING 

hatch 1.7 

178895 

65 

12D 

13.1 

IBB 5.4 129 4/10 

hatch 1 .4 

2D3995_ 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 6.4 151 5/ID 

hatch 1.4 auto 

215985 78 

135 

13.2 

170 .. JJL..1B5 5/18 

hatch 1.4 Tec 

218885 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 8.4 151 5/lD 

hatch 1 .4 Tec auto 

.228995 

79 

135 

13.2 

170 . 7.0 185 , 5/lD 

sedarLl.2 _ _ 

J29 995 

65 

12D 

13.1 

188 5.4 129 4/10 

sedan 1.4 

203995 

79 

135 

11.5 

183 . 8.4 151 B/1D 

sedan 1.4 auto 

corldin 1 A Tor 

215995 79 

91RQPfl 7Q 

135 

IRR 

_13.2 

HR 

170 7.D 1B5 B/ID 

IRTT R A 1R1 R/in 


sedan 1,4 Tec auto 


228995 79 13 5 13.2 170 7.0 15 5 B/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 405cm W: 172cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 288/389 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 


Kia thinks they created the funky compact thing-a- 
ma-jig segment with the Soul. Here’s a fresh take on 
everyone’s favourite box on wheels. 


1 .6 Start 
1.6 Start auto 



2.0 Street 
2.0 Smart auto 


1.6D Street 
1.6D Smart auto 


249995 91 152 10.9 1B2 7.9 

261995 9] !52 12.5 177 7.9 178 5/10 

284995 11B 192 10.4 188 7.5 178 5/10 

325995 11B 192 10.2 18B J3_ 187 5/10 

309995 94 2B0 10.8 180 5.2 137 B/10 

350995 94 2B0 12.2 177 B.2 1B4 B/IL 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 414cm W: 180cm H: 161cm 
Boot: 354-1367 litres Fuel Tank: 54 litres 



VW rivalling build quality and design - thanks to 
former VW man Peter Schreyer, Rather compelling, 
but needs forced-induction power. 



PRIGE 

kW 

Rm 

O-IRO 

km/h 

L/1RRkm 

GDR RATING 

hatch 1.6 EX 

259995 95 157 

10.1 

^DIL 

B.5 

154 7/10 

hatch 1.6 EX auto 

271995 

95 

157 

11.B 195 

B.8 

1B0 7/10 

hatch 2.0 EX 

291995 

118 

194 

B.5 

210 

B.9 

1B4 7/10 

hatch 2.0 EX auto 

303995 118 

194 

9.3 

2D5 

7.2 

179 7/]D_ 

hatch 2.0 SX 

321995 

118 

194 

8.5 

210 

6.9 

1B4 7/10 


333995 

118 

194 

9.3 

295 

7.2 

17D 7/ID 

sedan 1.6 EX 

259995 

95 

157 

1D.1 

200 

B.5 

154 7/10 

sedan 1.6 EX auto 

271995 

95 

157 

11.B 

195 

B.B 

1BD J/IL 

sedan 2.0 EX 

291995 

118 

194 

8.5 

21D 

B.9 

1B4 7/ID 

sedan 2.0 EX auto 

3D3995 

118 

194 

9.3 

2D5 

7.2 

17D 7/18 

sedan 2.0 SX 

321995 

118 

194 

8.5 

21D 

6.9 

184 7/ID 

sedan 2.0 SX auto 

333995 

118 

194 

9.3 

2D5 

7.2 

17D 7/10 

Koup 1.6T 

349995 

152 

265 

7.7 

224 

7.2 

17D B/ID 

Koud 1.6T auto 

361995 

152 

265 

7.4 

222 

7.9 

187 B/ID 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 456cm W: 178cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 482 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Another one of Kia’s stand-out cars, the Sportage 
is a handsome, spacious, value-driven crossover. 


2.0 Ignite 

339995 

116 

192 

1D.7 

185 

8.7 

207 

6/10 

2.0 ■ 

369995 

116 

192 

1D.7 

185 

8.7 

207 

B/ID 

2.0 auto 

381995 

116 

192 

11.5 

177 

8.9 

213 

B/ID 

2.0CRDi 

399995 

130 

382 

9.4 

185 

8.7 

175 

7/ID 

2.0CRDi auto 

411995 

130 

392 

8.6 

196 

7.3 

192 

7/ID 

2.0CRDiTec auto 

427995 

13D 

392 

8.6 

196 

7.3 

192 

B/ID 

2.0 AWD 

404995 

118 

192 

11.3 

184 

8.7 

207 5/10 

2.0 AWD auto 

416995 

118 

192 

11.7 

175 

8.9 

213 

5/ID 

2.0CRDi AWD 

434995 

130 

382 

9.8 

194 

8.7 

175 

B/ID 

2.0CRDi AWD auto 

446995 

13D 

392 

9.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

B/ID 

2.0CRDi AWD Tec auto 

482995 

13D 

392 

8.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

B/ID 

2.0CRDi AWD Explore auto 

488995 

130 

392 

8.8 

195 

7.3 

192 

B/ID 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 444cm W: 186cm H: 165cm 
Boot: 564/1353 litres Fuel Tank: 58 litres 



mdi 

The Sorento is a cheap, totally forgettable SUV. 
Decent standard spec is nice, automotive androgeny 
less so. 


2.2CRDi 

459995 

147 

438 

9.7 

19D 

7.2 

189 7/lD 

2 PCRDi 4Wn 

555995 

147 

436 

1D.D 

19D 

7.4 

194 . 7/ID _ 

2.2CRDi 4W.D. Adventure 

585995 

147 

438 

10.D 

19D 

7.4 

194 B/ID 


EURO NCAP: 469cm W: 189cm H: 171cm 

Boot: 2052 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


LAMBORGHINI 

u ■ ■ 


All-wheel drive because it’s owned by Audi. Preposterous cars the 
world would be a poorer place without. 



Lambo’s riposte to the 458 and 650S. Smoother and 
slicker but ultimately remains Gallardo v2.0. 


LP610 4 


449 5 BQ _3.2 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 446cm W: 192cm H: 117cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Murcielago replacement doesn’t disappoint. A hint 
of Audi has crept in, but the Aventadoris still one 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10G 

hm/h 

L/IGOkm 

G02 RATING 

1 P700 4 

7195000 

515 

690 

2.9 

350 

16.0 

370 9/10 

LP700 4 Roadster 

7545000 

515 

690 

3.0 

350 

16.0 

370. 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 478cm W: 203cm H: 114cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


LAND ROVER 


BP 




No longer a symbol of British hard-line foreign policy. Range Rover 
[once again the stately SUV brand it once was. 



Still going. Still a workhorse farmer’s SUV, where 
practicality outweighs ergonomics, luxury ride- 
quality and speed. 


90 TD station wagon S 543800 

90 

' 360 " 

' 15.6 

145 

' 1D.D 

266 

B/ID 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

1D.D 

266 

B/ID 

90 TD station wagon Black LE 584300 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

' 1D.D 

266 

B/ID 

IIOTPoick-upE 507200 90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

Bi]D_ 

llOTD high-capacitv pick-up E 523400 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 

11.1 

295 

B/ID 

110TD station wagon S 527600 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 


295 

B/ID 

1 10 TD station wagon Silver LE 627500 

90 

360 

15.6 

145 


295 

6/ID 

1. 10 TD station wagon BjacLLE 634600 

90 

360 

15.8 

145 


295 

B/ID 

110 TD double cabs 602400 

90 

360 

15.6 

145 

11.1 

295 

B/ID 

130 TD crew cab E 611300 

90 

360 

17.D 

132 

11.1 

295 

B/ID 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 389/464/51 7cm W: 179cm 

H: 197/ 



202cm Boot: 1600/2300 litres Fuel Tank: 60/75 litres 


The Freelandergets a new name, two more seats and 
much more. Pricey, but if you’re ayummy mummy, you’ll 
want this. 



TD4S 

5459D1 

110 

400 

10.3 

1BD 

6.0 

159 

B/ID 

SD4S 

595 020 

140 

420 

8.9 

188 

B.3 

166 

8/10 

Si4S 

5962DD 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

SD4SE 

64D32D 

14D 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

Si4SE 

643 5DD 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/ID 

SD4HSE 

697 D2D 

14D 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 

Si4HSE 

7DD2DD 

177 

340 

8.2 

199 

8.3 

197 

7/10 

SD4 HSE Luxury 

73B12D 

14D 

420 

8.9 

188 

6.3 

166 

8/10 


Si4 HSE Luxury . 


7393DD 177 34D 8.2 199 8.3 197 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 459cm W: 207cm H: 172cm Boot: 
981-1698 litres Fuel Tank: 65 (TD4/SD4) 70 (Si4) litres 


A Range Rover rebooted for ayounger, more stylish 1 

audience - it’s a junior-SUV, with 3 or 5 doors. One for 
fashionistas, not farmers, 1 

PRICE kW Nm R-IOD 

ml 

km/h l/RinoD GG2 RATING 

SD4Pure __ 847722 140 42D 8.5 

195 8.3 187 8/10 


SD4SVV1 Mnnochrome 

Si4 Pure 

SDii Dyaarryji 


SD4SW1 Colour 

S D4 NW8 


Si4 Dynamic 


S4LNWS_ 


coupe SD4 Dynamic 

coupe Si4 Dynamic 


751522 

78BB22 

78BB22 

759090 

794190 


140 . 420 
177 340 

140 420 
140 420 

140 420 
177 340 

177 340 


8.5 195 
7.B 217 
8.5 195.. 
8.5 Jfli., 


8 / 10 . 

8/10 


SD4 Autobiography 

Si4 Autobio graphy 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 
Boot: 575-1445/550- 


7B4312 140 420 

771890 177 340 


.794922. ._1A0J20^. 

807290 177 340 7.B 217 


B.3 JB7 
8.3 193 

B.3 1B7 8/10. 

J=3_ J7 Ji]D_ 
8.5 195 B.3 1B7 8/10 

7.B JIZ 8.3 193 8/10 

7.B 217 8.3 193 8/10 

8.5 195 B.2 J3. 8/10 

7.B 217 8.3 193 8/10 


B.3 1B7 8/10.. 
8.3 193 8/10 


437cm W: 197cm H: 164/161cm 
■1350 litres Fuel Tank: 58/70 litres 



The best practical SUV on sale. Standard air 
suspension, seven seats, nicely luxurious, except on 
the expedition-spec XS. 


SDV6S 

SCV6S E 


SDV6 SE 
SCV6 HSE 
SDV6 HSE 


PRICE kW Nm D-100 km/h L/IOOlini GD2 RATING 

717286 155 520 111.7 180 B-B 230 7/10 . 

. B53486. 183 JDL 9.3 180 8.8 230 8/10 

910629 250 450 8.1 195 12.0 M. 8/10 . 

911 28B 183 600 9.3 180 8.8 _23L 8/10 

1 009029 250 450 aj_.195 _J2,L18LJ/1L 

1009B8B 183 600 9.3 180 8.8 230 8/10 


EURO NCAP: 483cm W: 188cm H: 189cm 

Boot: 280/2560 litres Fuel Tank: 84 litres 



A prettier Range Rover Sport would have been a 
contradiction in terms, but the new one definitely 
comes with less thuggishness. 


SCV6S 

PRICE 

984074 

kW 

250 

Nm 

450 

G-1GG 

7.2 

km/b 

21D 

L/lG0hm 

11.3 

G02 

264 

RATING 

8/10 

TDV6S 

988 031 

183 

609 

7.2 

21D 

7.9 

2D9 

8/10 

SCV6 SE 

1DB2974 

250 

45D 

7.2 

21D 

11.3 

264 

8/lD 

SDV6 SE 

1147431 

215 

6DD 

7.2 

21D 

7.9 

2D9 

8/10 

SCV6 HSE 

1253574 

250 

45D 

7.2 

21D 

11.3 

264 

8/10 

SDV6 HSE 

_138BD31 

215 

6DD 

7.2 

21D 

7.9 

2D9 

9/10 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1487123 

375 

625 

5.3 

25D 

13.B 

321 

9/10 

SDV8_HSE_Py.naiTilc 

1497 083 

250 

74D 

8.9 

21D 

8.7 

229 

9/10 

'Superchgd Autobio Dynamic 

1628323 

375 

J25, 

5.3 

25D. 

13.8 

_321. 

9/10 

SDV8 Autobiograohv Dynamic 

1635483 

259 

740 

6.9 

219 

8.7 

229 

9/lD 

SVR 

1885925 

405 

BSD 

4.7 

26D 

13.8 

322 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 485cm W: 207cm H: 178cm 
Boot: 784 litres Fuel Tank: 80/105 litres 

This is not an SUV, That's far too common a badge. 

Instead, think go-anywhere luxury car. Or GALC, 

Hmm, catchy. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

G-1GG km/h 

L/lG0hm 

GG2 

RATING 

TDV6 Vogue 

1525579 

190 

ODD 

7.9 21D 

6.6 

227 

8/10 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

1820683 

250 

740 

6.9 215 

8.7 

229 

8/10 

Supercharged Vogue SE 

1876225 

375 

625 

5.4 225 

13.8 

322 

8/10 

SDV8 Autobiography 

2066383 

25D 

74D 

6.9 215 

8.7 

229 

8/10 

Suoerchgd Autobiograohv 

2123925 

375 

625 

5.4 225 

13.8 

322 

8/10 

L SDV8 Autobiography 

2154583 

250 

740 

7.0 215 

8.7 

229 

8/10 

L Suoerchgd Autobiograohv 

221D125 

375 

625 

5.8 225 

13.8 

322 

8/10 

L SDV8 Autobiography Black 

2828483 

25D 

74D 

7.D 215 

8.7 

229 

8/10 

L Sochgd Autobiograohv Black 

2864125 

375 

625 

5.8 225 

13.8 

322 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:501/521cm W: 198cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 909-2030 litres Fuel Tank: 85 (TDV6) / 105 litres 



The most exhilarating ride 
your bike will ever go on. 

Bicycle rack for towbar - R8 410 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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CiiK TCHkiN 






LEXUS 

' TopGear on Lexus: 


Jiesel engines. 

1 Luxury Toyotas offering remarkable value, but no ( 
J We don’t understand why either. 




into a new wannabe-luxury market segment. 
Fails thanks to smashy ride. 


2QQ h .E. 


4348QQ IDDe 142^e 1D.3 


4.1 95 4/10 


EURONCAP: 432cm W: 177cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 375/985 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


GS size for IS money. Front-wheel drive belies its 
Camry underpinnings. 



250 EX 


300h EX 


_5fi57DD 


135 J35 9.8 2 07 8.0_L88 _BilL 
151e 213^e 8.5 18 0 5.5_130 _Z/1IL 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 490cm W: 182cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



A 3 Series drive too well foryou? Then buy this, it's 
worse. In other areas, the IS gives the Germans a much 
tougher time. 



350 E 


350 EX 
350 F Sport 


_5L5000 

566500 

624200 


D-IOD km/h L/IDOhm GD2 RATING 

5.9 225 9.7 225 7/10 

5.9 225 9.7 225 7/10 

5.9 225 9J_ 225 7/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 467cm W: 181cm H: 143cm 
Boot: 390 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 


Curious, Lexus sees the need to cross an SUV 
with a sharp object in a not altogether happy 
alliance. 


r 1 

1 



200tE 

539900 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

6/10 

200t EX 

579900 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

6/10 

2Q0t F Sport 

659900 

175 

350 

7.1 

200 

7.9 

184 

7/10 


300h EX 


633000 . 145e 210+e 9.2 


] 140 6/10 

EURONCAP: N/A L: 463cm W: 185cm H: 163cm Boot: 
500-1545 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres (200t) /56 litre (300h) 


The latest version of Lexus' 5 Series wannabe that's 
famous for coming in high-tech hybrid guise. This is an 
expensive car. 



350 EX 


350 F Sport 


450hSE 


233 376 6.0 232 10.0 232 

233 376 6.0 232 10.0 232 

254e 352+e 5.9 250 6.3 147 


4/10 

5/10 

4/10 


EURONCAP: 485cm W: 184cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 482 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 


One of the smoothest road-biased SUVs, the RX 
does without seven seats and ain’t as economical 
as it’ll lead you to believe. Chuffing pricey, too. 




350 EX 734100 204 346 

8.0 

200 10.6 250 5/10 

2.5TCI Loader 

169995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 

450hSE 932600 220e 317*e 

7.8 

200 6.3 148 5/10 

2.5TCI 

190995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 477cm W: 189cm 
Boot: 496 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 

H: 176cm 

2.5TCI 4x4 

234995 

74 

256 

n/a 

_n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 



2.2CRDe 

199995 

69 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.6 

'233 

3/10 



2. 2CRDe Adventure 

232995 

69 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

6.8 

233 

3/10 



2.2CRDe4x4 

253995 

69 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

6.8 

233 

3/10 

Great if you own an oil field. Favourite of dictators 
and global warming sceptics. Makes 
environmentalists melt. 

1 


2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

286995 

89 

290 

n/a 

jl/a 

8.8 

233 

3/10 


1350900 270 530 7.5 210 14.8 350 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 499cm W: 197cm H: 192cm 
Boot: 1276 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 


Huge limo-like rival to the S-Class and 7 Series, 
Usefully wafty, if a little Japanese domestic market 
in execution. 


46D_ 


L/IOOhlL C02 jn . 
1424900 285 49 3 5.7 25 0 10.7 249 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 509cm W: 189cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 84 litres 


MAHINDRA 




Truly awful Indian products. Will make you consider something 
Chines e. Yes: that bad. 

[illBl 

Favourite of farmers and four-wheelers on a very 
tight budget. 




PRICE 


Nm 

P-IID 

km/h 

_ i/imiiiiiL C02 raunc 

2.5Di Maxitruck Plus 

127995 

46 

195 

n/a 

115 

7.0 n/a 4/10 

2 STD 1 nader 

1499RR 

74 

23(1 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 251 4/10 

2..STD 

162995 

74 

236 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 251 4/10 

2.5TD 4x4 

194995 

74 

238 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 251 4/10 

double cab 

2.5JD 

185995 

74 

235 

n/a 

n/a 

9.5 251 4/10 

2.5TD4X4 

214995 

74 

235 

n/a 

j!ia_ 

9.5 251 4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 492cm W: 170-182cm H: 183-1 89cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45(2.5Di) 56 litres (2.5TD) 



2.2CRDe Plus. 
2.2CRDe d ouble cah 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 515cm W: 185cm H: 188cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 74 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 422cm W: 184cm H: 190cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



22CRDe E2 
2.2CRDe E8 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 452cm W: 185cm H: 190cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


Updates have failed to convince anybody that this 
is a brilliant piece of engineering. Crude drive, very 
cheap. This one takes a bigger load. 



dnublecab 


2 STGI 

.233995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 _ 

260 

3/10 

2.5TCI 4x4 

261995 

74 

258 

n/a 

n/a 

9.9 

260 

3/10 

2 2rRDp 

254995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.6 

266 

6/10 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

267995 

69 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.6 

233 

3/10 

2 2rRnp4y4 

261995 

89 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

8.6 

266 

6/10 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

311995 

69 

290 

n/a 

n/a 

6.6 

233 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 443/512cm W: 177cm H: 186/198cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


Updates have failed to convince anybody that this 
is a brilliant piece of engineering. Crude drive, very 
cheap. 



2.2CRDeVLX 


_249gg5 


22CRDeA/LX-Adventur_e.. 
2.2CRDe4x4VLX 


_275gg5 

_2Bigg5 


2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 


jgo 

2go 

2go 

290 


_j]ia .n/a _81 

n/a- n/a .. 8.8 

n/a n/a 8.8 

n/a n/a 8.8 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 177cm H: 198cm Boot: n/a 
litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



2.2CRDeW8AWD 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 456cm W: 189cm H: 179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


MASERATI 


Cheap, somewhat less sophisticated Ferraris which are a lot more 
palatable to non-car people. Who wants a cheap Ferrari? Quite. 


Maserati builds a BMW 5 Series, It's available with a 
diesel engine. And, well, they think that's a good idea. 



kW Nm O-IDO km/h 

243 500 5.6 263 9.6 223 

202 60L B.3 250 5.9 158 6/10 

301 550 5.0 285 10.4 242 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 195cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 500 litres Fuel Tank: 70/80 litres 

Nooo - what have they done? The old one was soul 
personified. This looks a bit... meh, but drives better 
than the last one. 

1820000 



2077000 

2477000 


6.4 25 0 6.2 163 

5.1 285 7.1 179 

4.7 307 11.8 274 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 526cm W: 195cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 530 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 

WiBiHlilWI 

Muscular but pretty coupe that is more GT 
than sports car. Nothing wrong with that and 
the GTS has a little more bite if you need it. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

UlOOkm 

G02 

RATING 

GranTurismo Sport 

2258195 

338 

520 

4.8 

298 

14.3 

331 

7/10 

GranTurismo Soort Cambiocorsa 

2356000 

338 

520 

4.7 

300 

15.5 

360 

7/10 

GranTurismo MG Stradale 

2756000 

338 

520 

4.5 

303 

14.4 

337 8/10 

GranCabrio Sport 

2611000 

338 

520 

5.0 

285 

14.5 

337 

7/10 

GranCabrio MG 

2956000 

338 

520 

4.9 

289 

14.5 

337 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 488cm W: 192cm H: 135cm 
Boot: 173/260 litres Fuel Tank: 75/86/90 litres 






MAZDA 




The only Japanese manufacturer to win Le Mans no longer has a 
j signature rotary car. 



The last 2 was a sleeper - it never set out to be 
sparky, yet somehow achieved it. Same again, just 
with a hint more polish. 


1.S Active 

PRICE 

188000 



82 

Nm 

145 

R-10R 

8.7 

km/h 

188 

L/IRRkn 

5.5 

1 GOZ 

130 

RlIING 

7/10_ 

1.5 Dvnamic 

183300 

82 

145 

8.7 

188 

5.5 

130 

7/10 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

211300 

82 

145 

n/a 

184 . 

Ji. 

.134. 

8/10 

1.5 Individual 

211400 

J2 

145 

8.7 

188 

5.5 

130 

7/10 

15.ladivid.ual.autQ 

222800 

82 

145 

n/a 

.184 

5.7 

.134 

6/10 

1.5DE Hazumi 

259900 

_/7 

220 

10.1 

179 

4.4 

115 

7/10 


EURONCAP: . 


> L: 389/426cm W: 170cm H: 148cm 


Boot: 250/787 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 



The 6 ’s design language moves to the 3 . So does 
the handling verve. Besides that we’re less sure why 
you’d have one over a Golf. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

R-10R 

hm/k 

l/1RRkm 

G02 

MING 

hatch 1.6 Original 

232900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

8/10 

hatch 1 .6 Active 

242900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

8/10 

hatch 1.6 Dynamic 

253100 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.2 

147 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 Dvnamic auto 

256400 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 

164 6/10 

hatch 2.0 Individual 

293600 

121 

210 

8.8 

198 

6.2 

146 

6/10 

hatch 2,0 Individual auto 

289600 

121 

210 

10.3 

198 

5.9 

140 8/10 

hatch 2 . 0 Astina 

326300 

121 

210 

10.3 

198 

5.9 

140 

6/10 

sedan 1,6 Original 

232900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 142 8/10 

sedan 1.6 Active 

242900 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.0 

142 6/10 

sedan 1,6 Dvnamic 

251100 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 'l42 

8/10 

sedan 1.6 Dvnamic auto 

256400 

77 

144 

n/a 

n/a 

6.7 

159 

6/10 

sedan 2.0 Individual 

293600 

121 

210 

8.9 

195 

6.1 

145 

6/10 

sedan 2.0 Individual auto 

299600 

121 

210 

10.4 

195 

5.8 

139 

8/10 

sedan 2.0 Astina 

326300 

121 

210 

10.4 

195 

5.8 

139 

6/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 446/459cm W: 180cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 308/408 litres Fuel Tank: 51 litres 


Ford Ranger’s hideous looking mechanical sibling, 
A good bakkie you’ll never grow to love. 


2.2 SLX 


FreeStYieCab 


292200 IIP 37 5 n/a n/ a 7.6 19 9 


2.2 SLX 


35 Q4 0Q 


3.2 SLE auto 


362400 147 47 0 ^]/a..n/a _gi 


double cab 


. 402 400 147 470 n/a n/a 9.8 258 

370400 110 375 n/a n/a 7.7 202 


402400 147 470 


412400 

454400 


3.2 4x4 SLE auto 


147 470 



J]0 375 n/a n/ a 7.7 

147 47 0 n/a n/a 9.3 245 [ 


n/a n/a 

147 470 n/a n/a 9.1 

147 470 n/a n/a 9.8 258 

n/a n/a 9.7 255 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 528/538cm W: 185cm H: 170/182cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


MPV with sliding doors and practical interior. Latest 
re-design adds massive swoosh to the side. Which 
is nice. 



2.0 Original 

268900 

108 

180 

10.8 

194 

8.2 

194 

8/10 

2,0 Active auto 

283500 

108 

180 

13.1 

186 

8.3 

198 

6/10 

2,0 Individual 

294200 

106 

180 

10.8 

184 

8.2 

194 

6/10 

2,0 Individual auto 

308500 

108 

180 

13.1 

186 

8.3 

198 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 459cm W: 175cm H: 162cm 

Boot: 112/857 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Good, solid modern SUV with much to recommend. 



121 210 9.3 197 6.4 149 6/10 


2 0 Artivpaiitn 

329300 

121 

210 

9.5 

.187 

6.4 148 

8/10 

2.0 Dvnamic 

329600 

121 

210 

9.3 

197 

6.4 149 

8/10 

2. 2DE Active 

378300 

110 

380 

10.0 

198 

5.7 151 

7/10 

2.S Individual 

ioaioo 

141 

256 

n/a 

n/a 

6.9 160 

6/10 

.IZDEAWaAkera 

465400 

129 

420 

9.4 

204 

5.9 155 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 456cm W: 184cm H: 167cm 

Boot: 403 litres Fuel Tank: 56 litres 


Handsome mid-sized saloon with some clever 
engine tech underneath. Drives well. Possibly a bit 
middle management. 




. PRICE 

kW Nm 

G-IOG 

km/h 

L/IROhm _I!I12_ RAIIRG , 

Gl A200 

440849 115 

J50 

_B.9 

215 . 5.9 

139 8/10 

2.0 Active 

342000 

114 200 

n/a,,. 

n/a 

6.1 

142 B/1JL 

GLA200auto 

458747 

115 

250 

8.8 

215 5.9 

138 8/10 

2.0 Active auto 

358000 

114 200 

n/a 

n/a 

6.0 

138. J/10^ 

Gl A200GDI 

465000 

100 

300 

10.0 

205 4.5 

119 6/10 

2..S Dvnamic 

373000 

138 250 

9.1 

211 

6i 

153 m 

Gl A2nnrDlaiJtn 

483000 

100 

300 

la 

205 _4,5 

119 B/1D 

2 S Individual 

399500 

138 250 91 

211 _ 

6.6 

153 8/10 " 

GLA220.CDI 4Matic 

_53863L 

125 

J50 

8.3 

215. 5.1 

.132,. B/1D 

2. 2DF Dvnamic 

404000 

129 420 

8.4 

216 

5.3 

139 7/10 

Gl A2S04Matir 

814288 

155 

350 

7.1 

230 6.6 154 6/10 

2.2DFAtenza 

430500 

129 420 

8.4 

216 

5.3 

139 7/10 

Gl A4SAMG4Matic 

730843 

265 

450 

4.8 

250 7.5 

175 7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 487cm W: 211cm H: 145cm 
Boot: 438 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 


jyicLAREN 




Superior engineering exercise compared to Ferrari, if a tad soulless. 
Road cars a lot better than the FI team’s racers at the moment. 


Think of it as a 12 C that has been improved in every 
single way. Or a budget Pi, Win and win. 




PRICE 

hw 

. Hm P-Be 

km/h Lncoiiiii GOZ mm 

coupe 

POA 

478 

678 3.0 

333 11.7 275 J1/]Q_ 

Spider 

POA 

. 478 

678 3.0 

329 11.7 275 ' 10/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 451cm W: 190cm H: 120cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 


j 

m 


ERCEDES-BENZ 


TopGear on Mercedes-Benz: 


Smaller ones a tad disappointing. Limousines peerless. AMGs 
charmingly unhinged. The original car company is in fine form. 



Despite the bulbous drunkards nose this is a 
conventional hatch. Watch the spec oryou'll 



PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

m 

km/h 

L/lROhm 

GHZ 

RATING 

A200 

376642 

115 

250 

8.4 

224 

5.8 

136 

8/10 

A200 auto 

394334 

115 

250 

8.3 

224 

5.7 

133 

8/10 

A200CDI 

404400 

100 

300 

9.3 

210 

4.5 

116 

7/10 

A200CDI auto 

422400 

100 

300 

9.2 

210 

4.1 

108 

7/10 

A220CDI 

444400 

125 

350 

8.2 

220 

4.4 

115 

7/10 

A250 Sport 

481273 

155 

350 

8.6 

240 

6.4 

148 

8/10 

A45 AMG4Matic 

659717 

265 

450 

4.6 

250 

7.1 

165 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 429cm W: 178cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 341/1157 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Clever, re-imagined MPV that should get female 
accountants in a tizzy. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

R-1RR 

km/h 

L/lROkm 

GRZ 

RATING 

B200 

389736 

115 

250 

8.6 

220 

“5.8 

134 6/10 

B200 auto 

407223 

115 

250 

8.4 

220 

5.5 

129 

7/10 

B200CDI 

404200 

100 

300 

9.9 

210 

4.5 

117 

6/10 

B200CDI auto 

422200 

100 

300 

9.8 

210 

4.2 

111 

7/10 

B220CDI 

448000 

125 

350 

8.3 

224 

4.3 

111 

6/10 

B250 

467160 

155 

350 

6.8 

240 

6.3 

147 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 


I L: 436cm W: 179cm H: 156cm 


Boot: 1545 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


The slippery coupe saloon version of the new 
A-Class. A mini CLSthen. 



8.6 23D 5.7 131 5/10 


n A2nnautn 

428928 

115 

250 

8.5 

230 

5.5 

130 

5/ID 

n A22nrDi 

465800 

125 

350 

8.2 

230 

4.5 

117 

5/lQ_ 

CLA250 Sport 4Matic 

565588 

155 

350 

6.6 

250 

6.6 

154 

8/10 

CLA45AMG4Matic 

741617 

265 

450 

4.6 

250 

7.1 

165 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 178cm H: 143cm 

Boot: 470 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Mercedes-Benz busts out another gravel-bound 
niche, this time by placing its A-Class hatch on stilts. 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 442cm W: 180cm H: 149cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 50/56 litres 


DHL gets an Armani suit. 



113 GDI crewbus 


116 GDI crewbus 
116 GDI crewbus auto 


^ PRICE kW Nm O-tDO km/h L/IODkm GDP RATIIIG 

542526 100 310 13.4 176 7.3 193 B/10 


116 GDI crewbus XL 
116 CPI crewbus XL aut o 


. 586302 
613374 


116 GDI crewbus Shuttle 


613434 120 


120 360 11.5 191 

120 3 60 n/a n/a 

120 360 11.5 191 

n/a n /a 


116 CPI crewbus Sh ut tle aut o 640506 12Q_ 


11.5 19 1 

n /a n /a ai 



122 GDI crewbus Shuttle 

122 CPI crewbus Sh ut tle XL 


_J2124 165 440 9.1 20 1 8.5 224 6/10 

Jm 1 65 440 aj_201 8.5 224 6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 501/524cm W: 190cm H: 190cm 
Boot: 730/970 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



What we know about the new C: it has a nice cabin, 
it has to beat the BMW 3 Series. That's not an 
enviable task. C63 quite epic. 


C180 

437418 

115 

25D 

8.2 

225 

5.5 

127 

8/10 

GIRO auto 

456739 

115 

250 

8.5 

223 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 

459731 

135 

300 

7.5 

237 

5.7 

132 

8/lD 

C200 auto 

478129 

135 

JLD 

7.3 

235 

5.6 

131 

8/10 

C220 Bluetec 

482 ODD 

125 

4DD 

8.1 

234 

4.2 

109 

8/10 

C220 Bluetec auto 

500 500 

125 

4DD 

7.8 

233 

4.5 

117 

8/10 

C2.SO 

529749 

155 

350 

6.6 

250 

5.9 

139 8/10 

C250 BlueTec 

553100 

150 

5DD 

6.6 

247 

4.5 

117 

8/10 

rsoo 

566196 

1BD 

370 

5.9 

250 

6.3 146 7/10 

Cl 80 estate 

471231 

115 

250 

8.4 

223 

5.6 

130 

8/10 

C 1 80 estate auto . 

490039 

115 

250 

8.7 

221 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 estate 

493339 

135 

300 

7.7 

235 

5.8 

135 

8/10 

C200 .estate auto 

512352 

135 

300 

7.5 

233 

6.0 

140 

8/10 

C250 BlueTec estate 

5B64DD 

150 

5DD 

6.9 

241 

4.8 

124 

8/10 

Mercedes-AMG C63 

1D12DB7 

350 

650 

4.1 

250 

8.2 

192 

9/10 

Mercedes-AMG C63 Edition 1 

1224DB7 

350 

650 

4.1 

250 

8.2 

192 

9/10 

Mercedes AMG C63 S 

1171495 

375 

7DD 

4.0 

250 

8.4 

195 

9/lD 

Mercedes AMG C63 S Edition 1 134B495 

375 

7DD 

4.0 

250 

0.4 

195 

9/10 


EURONCAP: 470cm W: 181cm H: 144cm 

Boot: 480/1510 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



Cl 80 

468875 

115 

250 

8.5 

225 

0.4 

149 

8/10 

Cl 80 auto 

487170 

115 

250 

8.5 

223 

8.3 

147 

8/10 

C250 

573012 

150 

310 

7.2 

240 

7.0 

163 

8/10 

C250CDI 

573849 

150 

500 

7.1 

240 

5.3 

139 

8/10 

C350 

682214 

225 

370 

6.0 

250 

7.0 

164 

8/10 

C63AMG 

1069716 

336 

600 

4.4 

250 

12.0 

280 

8/10 

C63AMG Edition 507 

1191718 

373 

BIO 

4.2 

280 

12.0 

280 

8/10 


EURONCAP: L:459/471cm W:177/180cm H: 

141/139cm Boot: 485-1500/450 litres Fuel Tank: 59/66 litres 


The Audi A4 with a 2 year Guaranteed Future Value 
at only R 4 999 p.m. 


Audi 

Financial Services 


FirurKe«jbfi4t bi by AuA fmwicill ServMin. < dm^HTh (»f Vfritaw«gHi FuMitcill SprnCvs AfncA ^fNifianr Limited. Airthonscd FlnancuL 

VfVKK 4fl<l CmW; Prqwfer WCIICP66 JS. OHm nn the AmiS* U t ,8T F5I ii»gltibK«Jc at 000 q«er 2 ftvi. 10% 0% linted pntne 

cufieni% at 9.25V ® WV monthly admin *« of B57- Model dwwn ho fitted iMtti opttQful eqyJpnie Jniorest r^tewill Kfiiy front OKamplo 

lit thn advefi pfkedtfhra. Dpitniul equipment prkiBg not inttoded n the ffnance antOuit adwHted . Offer valid uotil 31 jiity 2D1 5. Ti. At Cs apply. 


Audi 

Vorsprung dureh Tefchnik 



TOPGEAR. CO. ZA 


AUGUST 201 5 111 








The artist formerly known as Viano has been doused with 
premiumness and given the correct badge at last. 
Hoteliers rejoice. 



VPOOGDI 

895981 

100 

330 

14.0 

183 

8.5 171 JilL 

Mercedes-Benz makes a BMW X6. Stupid, 

Pointless. 

vpoorniaiito 

719981 

100 

330 

J2.9 

.181 

8.1 159 

They’ll sell millions of the stuff. 



VPPOGDI 

728875 

120 

380 

11.9 

194 

8.1 159 7/10 




V220CDI auto 

750875 

120 

380 

10.9 

195 

5.9 154 7/10 

FRIGE 


Nm 

V250 BlueTec auto 

782418 

140 

440 

9.1 

208 

8.0 158 7/10 

GIEBSOd coupe 1008774 

190 

620 

V22QCDI Avantgarde 

949175 

120 

380 

10.9 

195 

5.9 154 7/10 

Gl F4S0AMG coupe 1110057 

270 

520 

V25Q BlueTec Avantgarde 

984198 . 

_J4L 

J4L 

.JT. 

.208 

5.0 158 7/10 

Mercedes AMG GLE63 S coupeJSIBlll 

430 

780 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 514cm W: 193cm H: 188cm 
Boot: 1030 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 



Third-gen SLK moves the game on yet again. 
Gadgets galore, including a roof which changes 
opacity, plus a chassis that drives better. 



SLK200 

848778 

135 

300 

7.0 

240 

8.5 

150 

8/10 

SI K200auro 

867688 

135 

300 

8.9 

237 

8.8 

M 

8/10 

SI K300 

722482 

180 

370 

5.8 

250 

8.2 

144 

8/10 

SLK350 

858022 

225 

370 

5.8 

250 

7.2 

187 

7/10 

^K55 AMG 

1113595 

310 

540 

4.8 

250 

8.4 

195 

8/10 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 413cm W: 181cm H: 130cm 
Boot: 225/335 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 


Ooh, fancy nose! Better than the A-Class's, 
Merc's big executive has got its mojo back. 
Self-confident, relaxed and refined. 



F200 

PRICE 

835778 

kW 

135 

Nm 

300 

G-1GG 

7.9 

km/k 

233 

L/1GDkn 

5.8 

1 GG2 

150 

RATING 

7/10 

.E250 

873278 

155 

350 

7.4 

243 

5.8 

150 

7/10 

E250 estate 

732494 

155 

350 

7.8 

233 

8.3 

158 

7/10 

E250CDI 

881842 

155 

350 

7.8 

233 

8.3 

158 

7/10 

E30Q BlueTec Hybrid 

835000 

150 

590 

7.5 

242 

4.2 119 7/10 

E350 BlueTec 

841098 

185 

820 

8.8 

250 

8.0 

157 

7/10 

F4nn 

887489 

245 

480 

5.3 

25(L 

7,9 

195 

7/10 

E500 

1095031 

300 

BOO 

4.9 

250 

19_ 

J09 , 

7/10 

E63AMG 

1502988 

410 

720 

4.2 

250 _ 




E63AMGS 

1844591 

430 

800 

4.1 

250 

9^9 

232 



EURONCAP: 488/490cm W: 185/1 87cm H: 145/151cm 

Boot: 490/505/540 (695-1950 estate) litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


E250 coupe 

883557 

155 

350 

7.1 

250 

8.1 

142 

7/10 

E250CDI coupe 

884123 

150 

500 

7.3 

247 

4.9 

129 

7/10 

E250 cabriolet 

749278 

155 

350 

7.5 

245 

8.5 150 

7/10 

E400 coupe 

885348 

245 

480 

5.2 

250 

7.8 

177 

7/10 

E400 cabriolet 

980889 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.9 

185 

J/IO 

E500 coupe 

1074431 

300 

800 

4.8 

250 

8.9 

209 

7/10 

E500 cabriolet 

1144142 

300 

BOO 

4.9 

250 

9.1 

213 

9/10 


EURONCAP: 470/475cm W: 179cm H: 140cm 

Boot: 450 (300-390 cabriolet) litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



One of the most competent cars in Merc’s range. 
It no longer defines cool like the first model did. 




PRICE 

kW 

hi 

0-10R 

km/k 

l/lGOkm 

GRR RATINR 

CLS250CDI 

781847 

150 

500 

7.5 

242 

5.3 

138 7/10 

CLS350 BlueTec 

895257 

190 

820 

8.5 

250 

5.4 

142 7/10 

CLS400 

894053 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.3 

179 

8/10 

CLS500 

1128105 

300 

800 

4.8 

250 

8.5 

199 

7/10 

CLS63AMGS 

1811389 

430 

800 

4.1 

250 

9.9 

231 

7/10 


EURONCAP:n/a L: 494/496/500cm W: 188cm H: 142cm 
Boot: 520 (590-1150 Shooting Brake) litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


GLE as it Is now called does nothing to lift it 
above rivals, except look a bit strange. Which is hardly 
encouraging for buyers. 



GLE250d 


L/IDOkm GD2 RATING 

21D 5.9 15B 8/1D 


GLE350d 

970053 

190 

820 

7.1 

225 

8,8 

179 7/10 

GLE400 

988747 

245 

480 

8.1 

247 

9.2 

215 7/10 

GLE500 

1181287 

320 

700 

5.3 

250 

11.5 

289 7/10 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 

1728008 

410 

700 

4.3 

250 

11.8 

278 8/10 


Mercedes AMGGLE63S 


7BD 4.2 25D 11.8 278 8/10 


EURONCAP: 480cm W: 193cm H: 180cm 

Boot: 690/2010 litres Fuel Tank: 70/78/93 litres 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 490cm W: 200cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 650-1720 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 


The GL is basically the bigger, seven-seat version of 
the ML, As above, but longer. 



GL350 BlueTec 

GL500 
GL63AMG_ 


I 7,9 22 0 8,0 20 9 8/10 

5.4 2 50 11.5 28 9 7/10 

4.9 25 0 12.3 28 8 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 512cm W: 193cm H: 185cm 
Boot: 2300 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 



Revamp of the iconic G-Wagen sees new engines 
and a tarted-up interior. Still quite a boxy-cool thing. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

G-1GR 

km/h 

l/IGOkm CGR RATING 

G300CDI Professional 

1053988 

135 

400 

12.3 

180 

11.7 307 7/10 

G350 BlueTec 

1398255 

155 

540 

9.1 

175 

11.2 295 J/]Q_ 

G500 

1584393 

285 

530 

8.1 

210 

14.9 348 7/10 

G63AMG 

2131825 

400 

780 

5.4 

210 

13.8 322 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 466cm W: 176cm H: 193cm 
Boot: 480/2250 litres Fuel Tank: 96 litres 


Perhaps the best all-round, usable hard-top 
convertible on sale today. Practical, fast, excellent 
quality and dynamics. 




PRICE 

hw 

Nm 

WOO 

km/h 


1 COR 

RATING 

SL400 

1287253 

245 

480 

5.2 

250 

7.7 

179 

8/10 

SI SOO 

1811944 

320 

700 

4.8 

250 

9.2 

214 

8/10 

SL63AMG 

2152789 

430 

900 

4.2 

250 

9.9 

231 

7/10 

SL65AMG 

2790990 

483 

1000 

4.0 

300 

11.8 

270 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 188cm H: 132cm 
Boot: 504 litres Fuel Tank: 65/75 litres 


Meet the saloon that is single-handedly defending 
the luxury class from the SUV incursion, S is for 
sublime. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

WCR 

km/h 


m GCR 

RATING 

S350 BlueTec 

1324391 

190 

820 

8.8 

250 

5.9 

'155 

9/10 

S350 BlueTec L 

1381399 

190 

820 

8.8 

250 

8.0 

158 

9/10 

S400 Hvbrid 

1338901 

245e 

370+e 

8.8 

250 

8.8 

159 

8/10 

S400 Hvbrid L 

1375801 

245e 

370+e 

8.8 

250 

8.8 

159 

8/10 

S400L 

1371054 

245 

480 

5.3 

250 

7.7 

179 

8/10 

S500 

1721742 

335 

700 

4.8 

250 

9.1 

213 

8/10 

S500L 

1780442 

335 

700 

4.8 

250 

9.1 

213 

9/10 

S63AMG 

2381204 

430 

900 

4.4 

250 

10.1 

237 

9/10 

S63AMGL 

2398804 

430 

900 

4.4 

250 

10.1 

237 

9/10 

S600L 

2271574 

390 

830 

4.8 

250 

11.3 

284 

9/10 

S65 AMG L 

2972813 

483 

1000 

4.3 

250 

11.9 

279 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:512/525cm W: 190cm H: 150cm 

Boot: 510/530 litres Fuel Tank: 70/80 litres 

AMGGT 

km/h L/ICCkm CGR RATING 

304 9.3 218 9/10 

310 9.8 224 9/10 

AMG gets serious about hammering Porsche. I 

Doesn’t quite have a 91 1’s finesse, but boy does it 
makeyou feel good, 1 

PRICE kW Nm C-1CG 

GT 1851850 340 BOO 4.0 

GTS 1991870 375 850 3.8 


3.8 310 .9.8 224 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 455cm W: 194cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 350 litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



The S-Class Coupe is Mercedes-Benz’s spiked 
gauntlet in a velvet glove. All the power. All the glory. 
Those sexy lines. 


S500 coupe 

PRICE 

1921818 

335 

. Nm WRR km/h . 

700 4.8 250 

l/1GCkm. 

8.8 

..COR. 

204 

RATING 

9/10 

S6S AMG coupe 

2511104 . 

430 

Jmi 42_250 . 

JDJ_ 

J37 

9/10 


S65AMG coupe Wm 483 1000 4.1 25 0 JL9 279 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 503cm W: 190cm H: 141cm 
Boot: 400 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


MG 



Once British. Now Chinese. Reversal of the opium wars. Make for 
very ironic Hong Kong democracy protest fleet vehic les. 



After the startling success of the MG6, MG unleashes 
a supermini on the world. World can hardly believe 
its luck. 


TS 

159900 

78 . 

_ Nm D-IOO km/h 

135 11.5 174 

L/IOCkm 

_5.9 

COR RATING 

138 3/10 

,1.5 Wired 

185900 

78 

135 

11.5 174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 

l.SStvIe 

199900 

78 

135 

11.5 174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 

15 Style R 

210000 

88 

135 

n/a 174 

5.9 

138 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 173cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 285 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



saloon 1,8T Comfort 

249900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8TR Comfort 

270900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 3/10 

saloon 1.8T RG Motorsport 

299900 

185 

315 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

saloon 1.8T Luxury 

259900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 



118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 3/10 

saloon 1.8TR Deluxe 

309900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 



185 

315 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T Comfort 

“1^900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastbackl.8TR Comfort 

270900 

118 

215 

8.4 

,193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback T8T RG Motorsport 

299900 

185 

315 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1,8T Luxurv 

259900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T Deluxe 

289900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 


309900 

118 

215 

8.4 

193 

7.9 

184 

3/10 

fastback 1.8T RG Motorsport 

330900 

185 

315 

n/a 

n/a 

7.9 

184 

3/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 465cm W: 183cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 472/1268 litres Fuel Tank: 62 litres 



BMW’s British hatchback a delightful driver’s car with appeal diluted 
by having spawned way too many derivatives for its own good. 



Yes, it's bigger, and no, that isn't necessarily a good 
thing. Apart from that, the new Mini is predictably 
excellent. 


PRICE kw Nm 0-IRR km/k L/IORkm COR RATING 


One 3-door 

259880 

75 

180 

9.9 

195 

4.8 

108 

8/10 

Cooper 3-door 

303500 

100 

230 

7.9 

210 

4.7 

110 

7/10 

Cooper 3-door auto 

320400 

100 

230 

7.8 

210 

4.9 

115 

7/10 

Coopers 3-door 

371847 

141 

300 

8.8 

235 

5.9 

138 

7/10 

Coopers 3-door auto 

387818 

141 

300 

8.7 

233 

5.5 

127 

7/10 

One 5-door 

289800 

75 

180 

10.1 

192 

4.8 

112 

8/10 

Cooper 5-door 

312500 

100 

230 

8.2 

207 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

Cooper 5-door auto 

329400 

100 

230 

8.1 

207 

5.0 

118 

8/10 

Cooper S 5-door 

383052 

141 

300 

8.9 

232 

8.0 

140 

8/10 

Coopers 5-door auto 

398823 

141 

300 

8.8 

232 

5.5 

129 

8/10 

John Cooper Works 3 dr 

421894 

170 

320 

8.3 

248 

8.7 

158 

8/10 

John Cooper Works 3 dr auto 

441438 

170 

320 

8.1 

248 

5.8 

134 

8/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 382-385/398-400cm W: 173 H: 
141/143cm Boot: 211/278 litres Fuel Tank: 40/44 litres 







Cooper 

PRICE 

331257 

kw 

90 

Nm 

180 

R-IOR 

9.8 

km/h 

198 

L/1RRkm 

8.1 

142 4/10 

Cooper auto 

350004 

90 

180 

11.1 

191 

8.9 

160 6/10 

Coopers 

402975 

135 

260 

7.3 

225 

8.4 

149 £/1Q_ 

Coopers auto 

420 901 

135 

260 

7.6 

220 

8.8 

159 6/10 

John Cooper Works 

464822 

155 

280 

6.9 

235 . 

. 7.2.. 

J67 5/10 

John Cooper Works auto 

482748 

155 

280 

7.1 

233 

7.6 

177. 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 373cm W: 168cm H: 141cm 
Boot: 125-660 litres Fuel Tank: 40/50 litres 


The MINI bulks up to become a sort of mild 
crossover with the option of ALL-4 four-wheel 




PRICE mu Nm 

_0-10R 

hmlh llIRRkm MP RMIRC 

Cooper 

343283 90 160 

10.5 

190 _B.a_ 152 5/10 

Cooper auto 

362748 90 160 

11.8 

182 7.6 177 5/10 

CnnpprS 

404488 140 260 

7.5 

216 R.R 154 R/10 

Coopers auto 

423543 140 260 

7.8 

212 7.5 175 5/10 

.John Cooper Works Al 1 4 

501272 160 300 

7.0 

225 8.0 186 5/10 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 

518890 160 300 7.0 223 8.3 193 5/10 

EURO NCAP: L:410/413cm W: 179cm H: 156cm 

Boot: 350-1170 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 



Another car we didn't ask for, from a company with 
seemingly few ideas. What's the Paceman for, Mini? 


Coopers 

Coopers auto 
John Co o per Works ALL4 


423543 140 . 260 

_5!11222 iLJOO 


John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 


21B _16_ J54 5/10 

214 7.5 175 5/10 

226 8.0 186 6/10 

224 8.3 133 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:410/413cm W: 179cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 330-1080 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 


MITSUBISHI 


V 


Once dominant Dakar racing and WRC brand trading on past glories. 
Pajero Sport’s a rather convincing Fortuner rival, though. 



Mitsubishi have made a Micra. Really though, you deserve 
better than this, 



PRICE kW 

Nm 

OJD 

hm/L 

L/IRRhm 

002 

RAIMG 

1.2 GL 

134900 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 

1.2 GLX 

144900 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 

1.2 GLS 

154900 

57 

100 

11.7 

180 

4.9 

115 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 371cm W: 166cm H: 150cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


A small crossover that covers a lot of bases. Looks 
good and drives well, but a bit vanilla. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10R 

hm/h 

L/IRRkm 

G02 

RATING 

2.0 GL 

299900 

110 

'197 

9.6 

194 

7.5 

175 

8/10 

2,0 GLX 

334900 

110 

197 

9.6 

194 

7.5 

175 

6/10 

2.0 GLS 

347900 

110 

197 

9.6 

194 

7.5 

175 

6/10 

2.0 GLS auto 

359900 

110 

197 

11.5 

190 

7.6 

178 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 430cm W: 177cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 1193 litres Fuel Tank: 63 litres 


Neither the prettiest, nor best in class. 





PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

m 

hniRi 

inoohn 

m 

RATING 

2.4 GL 

179900 

97 

202 

n/a 

163 

10.2 

2426 

4/10 

2,4 GLX 

194900 

97 

202 

n/a 

163 

10.2 

2426 

4/10 

2.5DI-DGL 

204900 

100 

314 

n/a 

167 

8.1 

2126 

5/10 

2.5DI-DGLX 

244900 

100 

314 

n/a 

167 

8.1 

2126 

5/10 

2,5DI-DCIubCab 

299900 

100 

314 

n/a 

167 

8.2 

2146 

5/10 

2,5DI-D double cab 

359900 

100 

314 

n/a 

167 

8.3 

2166 

5/10 


2,5DI D 4x4 double cab 


429300 131 400 n/a_[l/a 3,6 2256 7/10 


EURO NCAP: 517cm W: 175cm H: 178cm 

Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 



n/a _n/a _12_J2 6/10 

EURO NCAP: 466cm W: 180cm H: 168cm 

Boot: 477-1608 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


PaieroSDort 


Reasonably well-specced bakkie-based bruiser. 
Best Fortuner rival. 




, PRICE 

hw 

Nm 

R-1RR 

km/h 

L/IROhm CR2 RATING 

2 SDI-D 

449900 

_131 

350 

12.0 

176 

8.5 225 6/10 

7^ni n4y4 

J4900 

131 

400 

11.0 

179 

.. -7J_ i06 .. 6/10 

2.5DI D 4x4 auto 

499900 

_]31 

350 

12.0 

176 

a.5~ 225 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 470cm W: 182cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 1790 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


iPaiero 


Venerable old school 4x4 with the appearance of a 
very dynamic block of flats. 



3-door 3.2DI-D GLS 

579900 

140 

441 

12.0 

180 

10.1 

245 

nii 

5 door3 2DI DGLS 

649900 

140 

441 

12.3 

175 

10.1 

245 

n/El 

5 door3.2DI D GLS Exceed 

669900 

140 

441 

12.3 

175 

10.1 

245 

n/El 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 439/490cm W: 188cm H: 187cm 
Boot: 1790 litres Fuel Tank: 88 litres 


Evo X was a supercar killer, when it was launched 
way back in 2007, No WRC heritage anymore. No 




PRICE hW Nm R-TOO km/h L/IROhm GR2 RATING 

Evolution X 

699900 217 366 4.7 250 10.8 258 J0_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 451cm W: 181cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 400 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



I Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow crossovers 
and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 


If you distil blandness into supermini form you get 
the latest generation Micra, It does great three-point 
turns. Yawn, 



1483 00 56 


ISJekna 


J4 _M J66 
134 11.0 180 


RATING 

4/10 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: 378cm W: 167cm H: 152cm 

Boot: 265/511 litres Fuel Tank: 41 litres 


Tough Pretoria-built bakkie with class-leading space 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

O-WG 

km/h 

L/IROkm 

G02 

RATTIIG 

l,6i 

141100 

64 

128 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

192 

6/10 

l,6i pack 

158600 

64 

128 

n/a 

n/a 

8.1 

192 

6/10 

l,6i Stealth 

172000 

64 

128 

n/a 

_n/a 

8.1 

192 

6/10 

.L6J6vS 

171500 

77 

148 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 

189 

7/10 

1.616vSE 

201900 

77 

148 

n/a _ 

_n/a 

8.0 

189 

7/10 

l.SdCi pack 

200900 

63 

200 

n/a 

n/a 

5.3 

140 

6/10 

l.SdCi SE 

224600 

63 

200 

n/a 

n/a 

5.3 

140 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 450cm W: 174cm H: 155cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 




EURO NCAP: N/A L: 443cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 41 litres 



It’s a Corolla rival, and a goodish one at that. One 
engine option means it’s somewhat limited. 


IdAcmta- 


238100 85_JS4 n/a 180 _8.I_J5e__E/lQ„ 

281500 85 15 4 _n/a 180 _B.2_J49 6/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 461cm W: 176cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 


Delivery van and shuttle from Nissan, Nice if you 
have a guesthouse or kitchen outfitting business. 


Combi T6i Visia 
Combi i,5dCi Visia 


282000 81 153 


n/a n/a 
n/a n /a . 


169 5/10 
134 5/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 440cm W: 170cm H: 186cm 
Boot: 3100 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 

Rugged die-hard workhorse that's getting a bit long 
in the tooth. 




PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

R-IRO 

km/h 

L/1RRkm 

G02 

RATING 

2.0 

164400 

84 

169 

n/a 

n/a 

10.0 

237 

5/10 

2.5TDi 

193700 

98 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

211 6/10 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

263800 

98 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

8.0 

211 

6/10 

2.4 4x4 

267800 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.1 

261 

6/10 

2.5TDi 4x4 

297700 

98 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

9.4 

247 

6/10 

Elnublecab 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

336600 

98 

304 

n/a 

n/a 

8.8 

233 

7/10 

2.4 Hi rider 

317800 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.0 

259 

6/10 

2.44x4 

384000 

105 

205 

n/a 

n/a 

11.7 

274 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:488/518cm W: 169cm H: 162/179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


Clever little SUV crossoeverthat looks like,,, 
well, looks like nothing else we can think of Very nice 
if a little odd. 





. PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

R-IRO 

km/h 

L/1RRkm 

CR2 

RATING 

1.2T Acenta 


254900 

85 

190 

10.8 

178 

5.6 

129 ' 

7/10 

1.2T Acenta-r 


277900 

85 

190 

10.8 

178 

5.6 

129 

7/10 

l.SdCi Acenta-r 


299900 

81 

260 

11.2 

175 

4.2 

109 

5/10 

l,6TTekna 


325900 

140 

240 

7.8 

215 

6.0 

159 

7/10 

IdTTekna Techno 


354900 

140 

240 

7.8 

215 

6.0 

159 

7/10 

l,6T4WDTekna 


364900 

140 

240 

8.2 

200 

6.5 

169 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 414cm W: 177cm H: 157cm 

Boot: 251 litres Fuel Tank: 46 litres 


Nissan started the Qashqai craze, so the new one 
is predictably safe. It's better than ever for, you know, 
family stuff. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

O-IRO 

km/h 

E/lORkm 

C02 

RATING 

1.2T Visia 

287500 

85 

190 

10.9 

185 

6.2 

144 

6/10 

1.2T Acenta 

317800 

85 

190 

10.9 

185 

6.2 

144 

6/10 

1.2T Acenta auto 

334200 

85 

165 

12.9 

173 

6.2 

144 

6/10 

l.SdCi Acenta 

338800 

81 

260 

11.9 

182 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

1 .6T Acenta 

364800 

120 

240 

9.1 

200 

6.2 

144 

7/10 

1.6dCi Acenta auto 

392100 

96 

320 

11.1 

183 

4.9 

129 

7/10 

l.ddCiAWD Acenta 

393400 

96 

320 

10.5 

190 

5.3 

139 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 181cm H: 159cm 
Boot: 430/1585 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 



Rack 'em 
and stack 'em. 

Bicycle rack for roof bars - R1800 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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oaucuf TOWN S144a,T 






The X-Trail used to be a rufty-tufty thing. Now it's 
been emasculated. As a result, we think it's better. 
Fickle, us? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-100 km/h 

L/IOOkm G02 RATING 

?nxE 

327700 

106 

200 

11.1 183 

8.3_ 197 ML 

2.5 4x4 SE 

384200 

126 

233 

10.5 190 

8.3 197 7/10 

1 6dri XE 

351000 

96 

320 

10.5 188 

5.1 134 6/10 

1.6dCi4x4SE 

388300 

96 

320 

11.0 188 

5.3 139 6/10 

■1..6daixlLE 

473800 

96 

320 

11.0 186 

5.3 _ J39 ,7/lIL 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 182cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 550-1405 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


He-Man meets Hermes, Luxury bakkie with an 
insanely powerful V6 diesel. Perfect for towing 
yourGT-R, 



KingCab 


2,5dCiXE 


2„Sdri4x4XF 


double cab 

2.5dCiXE 


402400 128 


106 356 Di^/a 6.7 229 5/10 


n/a n /a 9.0 238 5/10 


2,5dCi4x4XE 


106 356 n/a n /a 6.7 229 5/10 


426400 126 403 Dia_Jlia _9JL_ 


2,5dCi LE 

2,5dCi 4x4 LE auto 
3,OdCi V6 4x4 LE 


443900^ 

509100 

653100 


_mL 


n/a n/a 8.3 217 _6/10 

n/a n/a 9.0 238 6/10 

9.3 19 5 9.3 24 6 0/10 


EURO NCAP: • • • • L: 523cm W: 185cm H: 177/191cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 177cm 
H: 155cm Boot: 450 litres 


Z still looks great, but where's the fire-breathing manliness 
of the old one, Nissan? The 86 has highlighted some of ' 
this car's shortcomings. 



coupe auto 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 425cm W: 185cm H: 132cm 
Boot: 235 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 



S.ODTi pick-up 

503700 

110 

371 

n/a 

n/a 

10.9 

289 6/10 

S.ODiGL 

700600 

118 

380 

18.8 

160 

10.8 

287 

7/10 

4.8 GRX 

795100 

190 

425 

9.9 

190 

17.7 

424 

7/10 


EURONCAP: •••• L:503/518cm W: 184/1 94cm H: 186cm 
Boot: 1115 litres Fuel Tank: 135/175 litres 


Cheap at twice the price, the GT-R is an uber-techy, 
violently capable, ruthlessly rapid speed machine. 
Just drive one. 



397 

397 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 190cm H: 137cm 
Boot: 315 litres Fuel Tank: 73 litres 




OPEL 


TopGear on Opel: 


Regarded (alongside Ford) as perennial alternatives to Volkswagen 
I and Toyota offerings, with excitement levels somewhere in between. 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 375cm W: 181cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 170-484 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Lovely little i,o litre turbo, very refined and vastly 
improved all around. Maybe it’s time to get into an 
Opel after all? 



TOT Essentia 

1,QT. Enjoy 
LOT Cosmo 

1,4 Enjoy auto 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 175cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 285-1120 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



1,4 Turbo Enjoy 


6. 7 15B 5/10 


EURONCAP: 428cm W: 191cm H: 161cm 

Boot: 400 litres Fuel Tank: 54 litres 



Nice engine but not quite the Corsa crossover we hoped 
for. Noisy as a beehive over imperfect surfaces. 



PRICE hW Nm 

OJOO 

km/h 

mm 

C02 

RATINfi_ 

1.4 Turbo Eniov 

288500 103 

200 

9.8 

195 

6.0 

175 

5/10 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 

298500 103 

200 

10.7 

191 

6.6 

197 

5/10 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo 

325500 103 

200 

9.8 

195 

6.0 

175 

5/10 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo auto 

335500 103 

200 

10.7 

191 

6.6 

197 

5/10~ 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 176cm H: 166cm 
Boot: 356-785 litres Fuel Tank: 52 litres 


Keep it simple with a 1.4 Turbo petrol. Watch the 
costs, though: like the Eocus, this is no longer a 
cheap car. 



sedan 1.6 Essentia 

264200 

85 

155 

11.9 

188 

6.6 

154 

5/10 

sedan 1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276000 

103 

200 

10.1 

202 

5.9 

139 

6/10 

sedan 1.4 Turbo Eniov 

287400 

103 

200 

10.1 

202 

5.9 

139 

6/10 

sedan 1 A Turbo Enjoy auto 

297900 

103 

200 

n/a 

202 

6.6 

154 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Turbo Cosmo 

308600 

132 

266 

8.7 

221 

6.8 

159 

6/10 

hatch 1.6 Essentia 

264200 

85 

155 

11.7 

188 

5.9 

139 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276000 

103 

200 

9.9 

202 

5.9 

138 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Turbo Enjoy 

287400 

103 

200 

9.9 

202 

5.9 

138 

5/10 

hatch 1.6 Turbo Sport 

323100 

132 

266 

8.5 

221 

6.8 

159 

6/10 

GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

351200 

132 

266 

8.3 

220 

7.2 

168 

6/10 

OPC 

496300 

206 

400 

6.2 

250 

8.1 

189 

8/10 


EURONCAP: W: 181/1 84cm 

H: 148/150/151cm Boot: 370/380/460 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



1.9C DTi Enjoy 


0-1D0 km/h L/IODkm GD2 

n/a 155 7.7 21D 


EURONCAP: 478cm W: 190cm H: 197cm 

Boot: 351/1216 litres Fuel Tank: 90 litres 


PEUGEOT 


TopGear on Peugeot: 


Chassis-makers have rediscovered their mojo with 208 GTi and RCZ 
R, and the 308 is a sober revelation. Now do the Onyx, please. 



1.0 Trendy 


EURONCAP: •••• L: 343cm W: 163cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 139/751 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


Congratulations Peugeot, it's only taken you 25 years 
to reimagine the 205, 208 is light, likeable and Erench. 
In a good way. 



I-.d.QQiilJlAccess_ 

5-door 1,0 Access 


5-door 1.6HDi Active 
5-door 1.6 A ctive aut o 


_L49900 _._E0 95 _ 14.0 163 ^4J_J9 

_mm 50 9 5 _14.0 163 4.3 9 9 

J9500 60 _J18 _ 12.2 175 _4.5 ,J04 

200900 60 118 ]22 175 4.5 10 4 . 

.223000 68 .230 10.9 185 3.8 98 

226300 88 160 DUO 6.7 15 4 . 


5-door 1,6 Allure 


5 door 1,6 All ure aut o 


_238900 

2 549 00 


. 3 door GTi 


309900 



6.7 15 4 . 

6.8 23 0 5.9 13 9 7/10 


EURONCAP: 396cm W: 172cm H: 146cm 

Boot: 285 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



High-rise supermini that's increasingly popular in 
the wake of the Juke. A little mash-up which just 
about works. 

PRICE kW II 

1.6 Active 219900 88 181 


277900 88 


0-100 km/h L/IOOkm G02 RATING 

9.5 198 5.9 135 5/10 

9.5 196 5.9 135 5/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 416cm W: 174cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 360 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


Well, knock us down with a feather, out of nowhere, 
Peugeot gives us a hatch that is good to drive. Gobs 



1.2T Active 


275900 . 81 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 425cm W: 180cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 420-1228 litres Fuel Tank: 53 litres 


Yet another odd crossover, this time based on the 
308 chassis. Aimed at families. 



1,6 Access 

289900 

88 

160 

13.3 

n/a 

6.7 

155 

5/10 

1 .6T Active 

339000 

115 

240 

8.9 

202 

6.9 

159 

5/10 

Z.OHDi Allure 

417300 

120 

340 

10.2 

190 

6.1 

159 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 437cm W: 184cm H: 164cm 

Boot: 432-1604 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Peugeot's replacement for the 407 is actually quite 
nice in an average sort of way. Eacelifted, 



J]5 240 8.6 22 2 


408900 115 240 9.2 220 


8/10 

7/10 


EURONCAP: 479cm W: 185cm H: 155cm 

Boot: 497 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 






Peugeot's stunning coupe marks a renaissance. 
Good-looking and fun to to drive, tolerable value. 
Now go buy an Audi TT. 


1.6T 


1.6Tauto 


539900 

_j42900 


240 

213 


7/.ia_ 

7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 423cm W: 185cm H: 136cm 
Boot: 309 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 



Irritatingly great to drive, even when it’s a 4x4. There’s a reason 
every sports car is dubbed “911 -fighter”.. . 



The best sports-roadster on sale, bar none. Don’t go 
anywhere else if you can afford it. The S betters 
Jaguar's F-Type... 


Boxster 


780000 


S 

GI^ 


Spyder 


824000 

948000 


195 280 
232 3B0 
243 370 


1010000 278 420 


5.7 282 J.9 

5.0 277 8.2 

4.9 279 8.2 J9L 

4.5 290 9.9 230 


190 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 423cm W: 185cm H: 136cm 
Boot: 309 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


The 9 iTs poor relation? Only if you're a social 
climber. The Cayman is the purer, more satisfying 
driver's car. 




PUCE 

kw 

Nm 

D-IOO 

km/k 

LMkm m flkiwe 

Cavman 

783000 

202 

290 

5.8 

284 

7.9 

183 8/10 

S 

880000 

239 

370 

4.9 

281 

8.2 

190 

8/10 

GTS 

1D28DDD 

250 

380 

4.8 

283 

8.2 

190 

9/10 

GT4 

1138 ODD 

283 

420 

4.4 

295 

10.3 

238 

9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 438cm W: 180cm H: 129cm 
Boot: 425 litres Fuel Tank: 64 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 468/470cm W: 192cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 500-1500 litres Fuel Tank: 60/65/75 litres 


Sporting SUV that’s extremely capable and now 
slightly better to look at and no longer has a ride 
that does bad things to your spine. 

PklGE kW Nm 

D-IOD 

IS 



SJ 

km/k 

L/IDOkm 

GD2 

RUING 

Cayenne 

852000 

220 

400 

7.7 

230 

9.2 

215 

7/10 

diesel 

933000 

180 

550 

7.3 

221 

8.8 

173 

8/10 

s 

998000 

309 

550 

5.5 

259 

9.5 

223 

7/10 

S e-hvbrid 

1147DDD 

3D8e 

59De 

5.9 

243 

3.4 

79 

7/10 

S diesel 

1185DDD 

283 

850 

5.4 

252 

8.0 

209 

7/10 

GTS 

1178 ODD 

324 

800 

5.2 

282 

9.8 

228 

8/10 

turbo 

1779 ODD 

382 

750 

4.5 

279 

11.2 

281 

8/10 

turbo S 

2255880 

419 

800 

4.1 

284 

11.5 

287 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 484cm W: 194cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 670/1780 litres 


Four-door, four-seat family Porsche. Very fast, quite 
hard to fall in love with apart from the rather 
outrageous GTS model. 



Panamera 

1011 ODD 

228 

400 

8.3 

259 

8.4 

198 

7/10 

Panamera Edition 

1D55DDD 

228 

400 

8.3 

259 

8.4 

198 

7/10 

diesel 

'1D39DDD 

221 

850 

8.0 

259 

8.4 

189 

7/10 

diesel Edition 

1079DDD 

221 

850 

8.0 

259 

B.4 

189 

7/10 


4 

1051 ODD 

228 400 

8.1 

257 8.7 203 7/10 

4 Edition 

1084000 

228 400 

8.1 

257 8.7 203 7/10_ 

S 

1319000 

309 520 

5.1 

287 8.7 204 8/10 

S p-hvbrid 

1322000 

30Be 59De 

5.5 

270 3.1 71 7/10 

4S 

1358000 

309 520 

4.8 

288 8.9 208 7/10 

GTS 

1525000 

324 520 

4.4 

288 10.7 249 7/10 

turbo 

2118000 

382 770 

4.1 

303 10.2 239 8/10 

turbo S 

2591000 

419 800 

3.8 

310 10.2 239^ 9/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 497cm W: 193cm 
Boot: 445/1 263 litres 

1 H: 142cm 



Styling is evolutionary and cabin shared with 
Panamera, but this is Porsche proving it's the world's 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

P-WC 

km/h 

ifflkm 

CG2 JUniL 

Carrera coupe 

1159000 

257 

390 

4.8 

287 

8.2 

191 _9ilL 

Carrera 4 coupe 

1277000 

257 

390 

4.7 

283 

8.8 

200 8/10 

Carreras coupe 

1329000 

294 

440 

4.3 

302 

8.7 

202 9/10 

Carrera 4S coupe 

1434000 

294 

440 

4.3 

297 

9.1 

212^. 8/10^ 



257 

390 

4.8 

284 

8.4 

195 8110 

Carrera 4 rabriolet 

1411000 

257 

390 

4.9 

280 

8.7 

202 8/10 

Carrera S cabriolet 

1456000 

294 

440 

4,5 

299 

8.9 

207 ML 

Carrera 4S cabriolet 

1575000 

294 

440 

4.5 

294 

9.2 

214 8/10 

Carrera GTS coupe 

1484000 

318 

440 

4.0 

304 

8.7 

Ml 8/10 

Carrera 4 GTS coupe 

1587000 

318 

440 

4.0 

302 

9.1 

212 9/10 

Carrera GTS cabriolet 

1809000 

318 

440 

4.2 

302 

8.9 

207 8/10 

Carrera 4 GTS cabriolet 

1727000 

318 

440 

4.2 

301 

9.2 

214 9/10 

targa 4 

1411000 

257 

390 

5.0 

280 

8.7 

204_ 8/10 

targa 4S 

1575000 

294 

440 

4.8 

294 

9.2 

214 _m. 

targa 4 GTS 

1728000 

318 

440 

4.3 

301 

9.2 

214 9/10 

GTS 

2295000 

350 

440 

3.5 

315 

12.4 

289 9/10 

GTS RS 

2771000 

388 

480 

3.3 

310 

12.7 

298 9/10 

turbo coupe 

2439000 

383 

880 

3.2 

315 

9.7 

227 9/lL 

turbo cabriolet 

2585000 

383 

880 

3.3 

315 

9.9 

231 9/10 

turbo S coupe 

2890000 

412 

750 

3.1 

318 

9.7 

227 9/lL 

turbo S cabriolet 

3072000 

412 

750 

3.2 

318 

9.9 

231 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 449cm W: 181cm H: 130cm 
Boot: 135 litres 


SE 


RENAULT 


TopGear on Renault: 


Still a pervading sense of flimsiness about Renaults. We hope the 
ageing RS Megane isn’t the end of an era. 



Far prettier than before, still spacious, indestructible 
and sold at a cheap price. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

G-IGG 

km/h 

lUGOIoiL CK 

RUING 

66kVV turbo Expression 

129900 

88 

135 

11.1 

175 

5.2 

119 

7/10 

66kVV turbo Dvnamique 

152900 

88 

135 

11.1 

175 

5.2 

119 

7/10 

Stepwav 66kVV turbo 

174 900 

88 

135 

11.1 

.188 

5.4 

124 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 402cm W: 175cm H: 153/156cm 
Boot: 165/959 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



A return to form for Renault, Clio 4 is good-looking 
and drives well. Just avoid the gutless lower-powered 
55kW one. 


55kW Authentique 

172900 

55 

107 

15.4 

187 

5.5 

127 

8/10 

66kW turbo Expression 

199900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

104 

7/10 

66kVV turbo Dvnamique 

219900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

104 

7/10 

66kVV turbo GT-Line 

229900 

70 

150 

12.2 

182 

4.5 

105 

7/10 

RS 200 Lux 

309900 

147 

240 

8.7 

230 

8.3 

144 

8/10 

RS 200 Cud 

339900 

147 

240 

8.7 

230 

8.3 

144 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 406cm W: 173cm H: 149cm 

Boot: 300/1146 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Simple, tenacious, high riding cross-over hatch. 
Gets James May fizzing properly. 


m 


1.6 Expression 

213900 

75 

145 

11,5 

185 

7.5 

180 

7/10 

1.6 Dynamique 

229900 

75 

145 

11.5 

185 

7.5 

180 

7/10 

l.SdCi Dvnamiaue 

252900 

80 

240 

11.8 

171 

5.0 

137 

8/10 


TSdCi Dynamique4WD 


289 9DD 80 240 12.5 171 5.3 143 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 182cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



Renault’s take on Juke that’s, perhaps unsurprisingly, j 
more style than substance. Get a Clio instead. 


PRICE 

kW Nm IUGD_ km/h 

88 135 12.9 171 

L/iGGhm 

4.9 

CG2 RATING 

115 . 8/10 

66kVV turbo Dynamique 239900 

88 135 12.9 171 

4.9 

11.5' 8/10 

88kVV turbo Dvnamiaue auto 279900 

88 190 10.9 192 

5.4 

125 8/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 432cm W: 182cm H: 163cm 
Boot: 475 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 




Spacious and well-specced, but have you seen any 
of these on the road? We haven't. 



1.6 Expression 


151 11.5 185 8.8 155 

195 9.9 200 7.9 J8L 

195 10.1 195 7.7 178 


2.0 Dyiiamiq,aemjJii 

EURONCAP: 470cm W: 181cm H: 145cm 

Boot: 450/1375 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



It’s lost the fat arse, which is A Good Thing. Build 
quality is much improved, pace and driving are 
above average, too. 


hatch 81 kW Dvnamique 

259900 

81 

Nm. 

151 

_UL 

10.5 

_kmil_ 

190 

_!Mi 

8.9 

LJ!E_ 

159 

RATING 

7/10 

hatch 97kVV turbo GT Line 

289900 

97 

225 

97 

200 

5.4 

124 

8/10 

hatch 162kW turbo GT 

339900 

182 

340 

7.8 

240 

7.3 

189 

8/10 

coupe 81kVV Dynamique 

259900 

81 

151 

10.5 

190 

8.9 

159 

7/10 


97 

225 

9.7 

200 




coupe_162kW turbo GT 

339900 

182 

340 

7.8 

240 

TT 

’1^ 

8/10 

RSI UX26.S 

389900 

195 

380 

8.0 

255 

8.2 

190 7/10 

RS Trophy 275 

449900 

201 

380 

8.0 

255 

7.5 

'l74 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 430/449cm W: 181cm H: 145cm 

Boot: 372/1162 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Facelift features more spec and a new face, but this 
one looks just like a SsangYong Korando. And that's 
not good. 



2.5 Dynamique 

2. 54x4Dyna mi que 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 


389 900 128 228 9.3 1 90 9.9 237 8/10 

900 128 228 9.3 18 3 9.8 228 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 452cm W: 187cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 450-1380 litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


TopGear on Rolls-Royce. 


Wheeled pleasure-yachts that’ve seen off the challenge of Maybach, 
and offer more charm than Bentley. 



A cut-price Rolls? Not really. Luxury still here by the 
decanter-load. And don't think it's 'small' - parking 
will still be a skilled process. 


Ghost 


Extended Wheelbase 


PDA 
PDA _ 


L/IODkm C02 

14.0 327 

14.1 329 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 540/557cm W: 195cm H: 155cm 
Boot: 490 litres Fuel Tank: 83 litres 


If the Grand Tourer still existed, this is how the 
aristocracy would get to Vienna. A majestic 
symbol of Britain, 



Wraith 


PDA 


KW Nm m M UlBOKm CIB IKTINB 

485 80 0 4.8 25 0 14.0 327 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:526cm W: 194cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 470 litres Fuel Tank: 82 litres 


The Audi 
at only R 


A4 with a 2 year Guaranteed Future Value 
4 999 p.m. 


Audi 

Finar^tiaL Services 


FtiWKf HibtMt bo jfipciQ^ by Audt fiiwicm) Sffvitin, 4 dtvisiw^ of VottiiwagHf FuMiirilA S«r»CH Sotrth Afrkj PrDiMwtaiy tltnitHl. arv Auttianscd FinancuL 

LST FSI ^ 10% tkimii, 0% pntnt 

j;i)fwtUi]r4t9.25i%,.Cii%CfV EKtodrsmonlWy admin keoTRS? Inn-PHtfatewUvaiy 

In ttift «lwft jfiHikediffira Optimal FqmfHnKM pricBig k not inclialHl in Iht fSiuncc amdunt mIwIhhI Dffar valid uolil 31 lidyiOl^. apply 


Vorsprung durch Technik 
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Luxury Brit land-yacht which manages to drive 
as well as it soothes. Opulence doesn’t come 
much better than this. 


Phantom 

PDA 

338 

720 

5.9 

240 

14.8 347 _9/]IL 

Extend.ed Wh.eelbase.- ... 

PDA 

338 

720 

61 

240 

14.9 349 9/10 

Coupe 

PDA 

338 

720 

5.8 

250 

14B_347 9/10 

Drophead Coupe 

PDA 

338 

720 

5.8 

240 

14.8 347 9/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 584/609cm W: 199cm H: 164cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 



Best-yet execution of a flawed idea. We’ll have the cheaper, 
mechanically identical Twingo, thanks. 



EURO NCAP: 270cm W: 156cm H: 154cm 

Boot: 220/340 litres Fuel Tank: 33 litres 


SSANGYONG 

I Still mired where the rest of the Koreans languished decades ago. 
[ Very cheap, for very good reason. 


Korando offers OK off-road performance, and 
little else. Has a mountain to climb if it wants to 




PRICE 

kW 

Nn 

R-IOR 

km/h. 

L/IROkm GBP BAIIRB 

2.0 

279995 

110 

197 

n/a 

n/a 

7.5 

175 

3/10 

2,0 high 

299995 

110 

197 

n/a 

n/a 

7.5 

175 

3/10 

D20T'high 

339995 

129 

360 

10.0 

179 

61 

159 

5/10 


354995 

129 

360 

n/a 

179 

7.3 

194 

5/10 

D20T 4x4 Deluxe 

394995 

129 

360 

n/a 

179 

7.5 

199 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 441cm W: 183cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 486 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 


Gets the vote along with the Fiat Multipla for being 
one of the ugliest vehicles ever made. 



2.3 4x4 high 

289995 

110 

214 

n/a 

161 

12.4 

293 

2/10 

2,0Dhigh' 

309995 

114 

360 

_ n/a 

163 

7.4 

196 

2/10 

2,0D 4x4 Deluxe 

359995 

114 

360 

n/a 

163 

7.5 

199 

2/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 499cm W: 191cm H: 179cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 75 litres 


It looks better. But the Rexton’s always been 
exceptionally aesthetically challenged, so it’s not 
saying much, now,,. 



RX270XDi 
RX270XDi Deluxe 


394995 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 476cm W: 190cm H: 184cm 
Boot: 1524 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 


SUBARU 


Ex-WRC legend rebuilding its brand with chunky, rugged 4x4s. 
I Rally heritage lives on in old-skool WRX. 




Nni 0-1D0 kni/h mm_ l!D2 BiTIIIO 

19B 10.5 187 8.D_JB9 _5ilIL 

19B _ 10.7., 187_. 7J_M_.iilIL 

J9B _ 10.7 187 . 7.9 187 _ 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 445cm W: 178cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 310 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Lacks school run glam, but that's not the point - this 
is rugged transport. Pity the lyykW XT Turbo is so 



PRICE . 


- Nm 

C-ICB km/h 


1 CC2 

RITICG 

2.0 X 

349000 110 198 

10.8 190 

7.2 188 

8/10 

2.5 X 

385300 

128 

235 

9.9 198 

8.1 

187 

5/10 

2.5 XS 

419200 

128 

235 

9.9 198 

8.1 

187 

5/10 

2.5 XS Premium 

482500 

128 

235 

9.9 198 

8.[ 

187 

5/10 

2.0 XT 

539300 

177 

350 

7.5 210 

8.5 

197 

_B/1L 


EURO NCAP: 460cm W: 180cm H: 174cm 

Boot: 505-1564/488-1557 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



An almost entirely excellent coupe from Subaru. 
Small, sharp and not at all like an Impreza. In a 
good way. 


2.0 

2.0 auto 


409000 


0-1 00 kirjL L/IOOkm 002 0#TIN0_ 

7.8 228 7.8 181 9/10 

B.2 21L 11__ 164 8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 424cm W: 178cm H: 130cm 
Boot: 243 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 



_235 _m n/a 7.3 187 5/10 

_350 9.9 n/ a 8.3 18 5 8/10 

350 7.8 n/a 9.9 230 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 482cm W: 184cm H: 168cm 
Boot: 512-1801 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Heroically pointless. Naturally aspirated 3,6-litre 
flat-six has novelty appeal for those too poor to 
afford any of the 911s, 



3.6 R S Premium 


529000 191 


7.2 n/a 


L/IODkm CD2 

9.9 230 


5/10^ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 184cm H: 150cm 
Boot: 506 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Now that the Evo is dead, the WRX grows up and 
becomes a lot easier to live with. Boy racers everywhere 
throw a tantrum 

PRICE kW M D-WB km/h J/lDOkm C02 R#TIRG__ 

WRX Premium 478400 197 350 8.0 24 0 _9,2 213 8/10 

9 8/10 

10.4 242 8/10 


WRX Premium auto 


WRX STI Premium 


495000 197 350 
829000 221 407 


8.3 24 0 
5.2 255 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 460cm W: 180cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



■ SUZUKI 




Bizarre Addams family of geriatric hatches, cash-cow crossovers 
and the mind-scrambling GT-R freak show. 



m _14.D .155 _4.7 110 5/10 
90 ._14J).155 JJ .110 5/10 
90 - 14.0 155 - 4.8 108, 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 360cm W: 160cm H: 156cm 
Boot: 235-1034 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


The Suzuki Splash is a lot better than the old Wagon R-r, 
but it’s still an unnecessarily boxy answer to the small-car 
question. 


n/a 180 8.4 150 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 378cm W: 168cm H: 162cm 
Boot: 236-462 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 


By nottryingtoo hard, this no-nonsense supermini 
succeeds in being really rather good. 




PRICt 

kW 

Bm 

B-ICR km/h 

E/iCBkm 

GB2 

RATING 

DZire sedan 1.2 GA 

133900 

83 

113 

_12£.1B0 

_5.2 

122 

5/10 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL 

145900 

63 

113 

12.8 180 

5.2 

122 

5/10 

DZire sedan 1.2 GL auto 

160900 

83 

113 

n/a 180 

5.9 

139 

8/10 

hatch 1.2 GA 

131900 

83 

113 

12.6 180 

5.3 

125 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 GL 

143900 

83 

113 

12.8 180 

5.3 

125 

5/10 

hatch 1.2 GL auto 

158900 

83 

113 

n/a 180 

5.8 

137 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 GLS 

198900 

70 

130 

10.9 170 

5.5 

132 

6/10 

hatch 1.4 GLS auto 

213900 

70 

130 

12.3 185 

8.2 

147 

8/10 

hatch 1.6 Sport 

238900 

100 

160 

8.7 195 

8.5 

153 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: •••• L: 385cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 213/562 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


It’s a bit bigger than a Swift sedan, but then that’s not . 
saying much. And then there’s the silly name. Move along, 


1.4GL 

PRICE kW Nm 

179900 70 130 

-J-ICB 

n/a 

km/h 

n/a 

5.4 

GB2 

125 

5/10 

1.4 GLX 

199900 70 130 

n/a 

n/a 

5.4 

125 

5/10 

1.4 GLX auto 

214900 70 130 

n/a 

n/a 

5.5 

131 

5/10 

EURO NCAP: 

n/a L: 449cm W: 173cm 

H: 148cm 



Boot: 495 litres Fuel Tank: 43 litres 








Think of it as Suzuki’s rival to the Toyota Avanza and 
you’ve got it. But do you want it? 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

B-ICC 

km/L 

l/IBCkm 

GB2 

RATING 

1.4 GA 

160600 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

8.6 

156 

5/10 

1.4 GL 

180600 

70 

130 

n/a__ 

nii 

6.6 

156 

5/10 

1.4GLauto 

195600 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

6.6 

156 

4/10 

1.4 GLX 

193600 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

6.6 

156 

5/10 

1,4 GLX auto 

208600 

70 

130 

n/a 

n/a 

6.6 

156 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 367cm W: 165cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 113/286 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 367cm W: 165cm H: 171cm 
Boot: 113/286 litres Fuel Tank: 40 litres 




All new take on Suzuki’s tenacious tyke. Pricy now. 



PRICE 

^ 

Nin 

D-IDD 

km/li 

L/IDOkm 

G02 

RATING 

16GI 

265900 

86 

156 

_J1.0 

179 

5.8 

137 

5/10 

1.6 GLX 

295900 

86 

156 

11.0 

179 

5.8 

137 

6/10 

1.6 Gl Xauto 

318900 

86 

156 

12.4 

169 

5.8 

137 

BilIL 

1.6GIXAIIGrip 

319900 

86 

156 

12.0 

174 

6.2 

146 

6/10 

1.6 GLX AIIGripauto 

341900 

86 

156 

13.5 

164 

6.2 

146 

6/10. 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 430cm W: 177cm H: 159cm 
Boot: 430-1269 litres Fuel Tank: 47 litres 



Can a pretty car with an impressive name convince 
buyers to pay this much for a humble Suzuki? 


_M900 J. 


230 7.8 215 . 7.9 188 . BilOL 

..230 8.8 2 05 7.9 187 5/10 


EURONCAP: 465cm W: 181cm H: 148cm 

Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 63 litres 



Looks like an off-roader but doesn’t go like one, or 
feel as well-built as it should. Would rarely top your 
shopping list. Low range helps, though. 


2.4 Dune 

325900 

122 

225 

11.7 180 

8.9 

212 

3/10 

2.4 Dune auto 

340900 

122 

225 

12.0 170 




2.4 Summit 

395900 

122 

225 

11.7 180 

IF 

liT 

5/10 

2.4 Summit auto 

411900 

122 

225 

12.0 170 





EURONCAP: •••• L: 450cm W: 181cm H: 170cm 
Boot: 398/758 litres Fuel Tank: 66 litres 



Conceived in a country where the traffic is designed to kill you, for 
' people who have only recently upgraded from scooters. 



Nothing quite says 'Tm poor" like driving an Indica. 
Cheap and light-years from cheerful. 


1.4 LGi 


1.4 LGi Sport 


J13995 

117995 


D-IOO km/h i;il«m_C0L RniNB_ 

12.8 155 7.4 IBB 2/10 

12.8 155 7.4 1B8 2/1D_ 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 368cm W: 167cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 610 litres Fuel Tank: 37 litres 


Oh, what's this? Max my Indica? At this price you can 
do a LOT better. 



1.4 Ini Bounce 

129995 

55 

114 

14.0 150 

6.7 

159 

3/10 


PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

O-IDO km/h 

L/lOOkm 

m 

RATING 

1.4 Aura 

142995 

55 

114 

14.0 150 

6.7 

159 3/10 

1.6 

183900 

90 

154 

10.5 195 

6.6 

157 

4/10 

l,4lenis 

150495 

66 

116 

13.5 155 

6.7 

157 

3/10 

1.6 auto 

199900 

90 

154 

11.1 185 

6.3 

150 

4/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 380cm 

W: 170cm 

H: 155cm 



1.6 Plus 

198900 

90 

154 

10.5 195 

6.6 

157 

4/10 


Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 44 litres 



EURONCAP: n/a L: 441cm W: 170cm H: 155cm 
Boot: 460 litres Fuel Tank: 44 litres 


A bit more flash than a Mahindra Scorpio Pik-Up 
and might just get you laid in Mumbai, 



300 n/a 143 10.0 2B4 4/10 


3.0LDLE double cab 

192995 

85 

300 

n/a 

143 

10.0 

264 

4/10 

XT 2 21 

204995 

110_ 

320 

_.n/a 

160 

9.0 

260 

4/11L 

XT 2. 2L 4x4 

264995 

110 

320 

n/a 

160 

9.0 

260 

4/10 

XT 2 21 dnuhle rah 

254995 

110 

_320 

n/a 

160 

9.(1 

?fi(l 

4/10 

XT 2. 2L double cab 4x4 

^94495 

110 

320 

n/a 

160 

n/a 

n/a 

4/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480/513cm W: 186cm H: 177cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 





Maker of many boring things. And the 86. Which is so good, it almost 
makes up for the rest of the range. 


Think of it as an Indian-built, reincarnated Tazz, 
with a willing, unsophisticated and unbreakable 
engine. Horrid design. 



hatch 1..S X i 

hatch 1.5 Xs 


seda n 1.5 Xi 


s edan 1.5 Xs 


Cross 1.5 Xs 


e e 132 11.3 1R5 B.0 140 3/10 

BB 132 11.3 IBB B.O 140 3/10 

BB 13 2 _J1.3 1B5 5.9 1 3B 3/10 

J&DOOO BB 13 2 11.3 1B5 5.9 13 8 3/10 

Ji4700 66 1 32 11.3 16 5 6.0 


J41100 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 378/427cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 251/595 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


A key car for Toyota in Europe, the engine choice is 
reasonable, the Hybrid is OK, but it's not as clever 
as it used to be. 



1.0 

170000 

51 

95 

15.3 

155 

5.0 

117 

B/10 

1.3 

19B500 

73 

125 

11.7 

175 

5.6 

131 

B/10 

1.3 auto 

207000 

73 

125 

12.6 

175 

5.5 

127 B/10 

Hvbrid 

277000 

74e 

lIHe 

11.8 

1B5 

3.6 

82 B/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 389cm W: 170cm H: 151cm 
Boot: 347/768 litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 


Seven-seat cardboard box on wheels. Like an East 
German weightlifter- not pretty, but effective. 




PRICE 

hw 

Nm 

OJl. 

km/h mncm cib rating 

1.3 S 

182100 

67 

117 

n/a 

j/a 

7.2 172 3/10 

1.3 SX 

19B800 

B7 

117 

n/a 

n/a 

7.2 172 

3/10 

l.SSX 

204500 

7B 

13B 

n/a 

,n/a 

7.7 183 3/10 

1.5 SX auto 

220700 

7B 

13B 

n/a 

n/a 

7.B 182 

3/10 

1.5 TX 

234900 

7B 

13B 

n/a 

n/a 

7.7 183 

3/10_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 414cm W: 166cm H: 170cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 


Here is last year’s Corolla for B Segment money. 
Smart, 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 455cm W: 176cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 450 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


New Corolla is a return to form for Toyota, Eunnish. 
Capable, Tis the return of the white-collar king. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

C-ICC km/h 

L/icokm 

CC2 

RATING 

1.3 Esteem 

230500 

73 

128 

12,6 180 

6.0 

139 

5/10 

1.3 Prestige 

248400 

73 

128 

12.B 180 

6.0 

139 

5/10 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

259900 

BB 

205 

12.5 180 

4.5 

119 

6/10 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

271 BOO 

BB 

205 

12.5 180 

4.5 

119 

6/10 

1.6 Esteem 

242200 

90 

154 

10.5 195 

B.B 

157 

5/10 

1.6 Prestige 

257900 

90 

154 

10.5 195 

B.B 

157 

5/10 

1 .6 Prestige auto 

269600 

90 

154 

11.1 185 

B.3 

150 5/10 

1.6 Sprinter 

267500 

90 

154 

10.5 195 

6.6 

157 

5/10 

1.8 Prestige 

268600 

103 

173 

n/a n/a 

7.0 

165 

6/10 



1.8 Exclusive 
1. 8 Exclusive auto 


29D8DD 
302 5DD 


n/a n/a 
10.2 195 . 


165 

J52_ 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 462cm W: 176cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 452 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


Many still yearn for a spiritual successor to the RunX, 
New is Auris better than the previous one. Looks 
sharper but lacks identity. 



1.3X 

PRICE 

223700 

73 

Nm MO km/h 

J28 12.6 n/a 

L/ICCkm 002 RATING 

5.8 134 5/10 

1.6 Xi 

249100 


160 _1L0 n/a 

6.2 145 5J1L. 

1 6XS 

259800 

97 . 

.160 10.0 n/a 

6.2 J45 5/10 

1.6 XR 

287700 

_ 97 . 

160 10.0 . n/a 

_ 6.2 .145, 5/10 

1.6 XRauto 

301700 

97 

160 11.0 n/a 

6.1 143 5/10 

XRHSD 

361800 100 142^6 10.9 n/a 

3.9 91 6/10 

EURO NCAP: 

n/a L: 428cm 

W: 176cm H: 146cm Boot: 360 

litres Fuel Tank: 42 litres 






EURO NCAP: n/a L: 459cm W: 178cm H: 175cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 65 litres 


The best Toyota in donkeys (with a nod of thanks to 
Subaru), Light and lithe coupe proves that 147kW 
will suffice. 



2,0 standard 

PRICE 

334600 

kW Nm 

147 205 

HD 

7.6 

km/h 

226 

L/ICCkl 

7.8 

^ GD2 RATING 

181 9/10 

2,0 high 

376300 

147 .205 

7.6 

226 

7.8 

181 

9/10 

2.0 high auto 

395300 

147 205 

8.2 

210 

7.1 

164 

9/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 424cm 

W: 178cm 

H: 129cm 




Boot: 243 litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 








The champion of Africa, Ideal for driving taxis off the 
road, towing your speedboat, or helping the girl next 
door to move house. 


2.0 

212600 

100 

182 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

2.0 S 

219200 

100 182 

n/a 

170 

. n/a 

n/a 7/10 

2.5D-4D 

242100 

75 

200 

n/a 

150 

n/a 

n/a 7/10 

2 SD-4DS 

248000 

75 

200 

n/a 

150 nia n/a 

7/10 

2.5D-4DSRX 

296200 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

n/a 

n/a 7/10 

0 Sn-4D 4x4 SRX 

3fi4?00 

75 

JiO 

n/a 

150 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 



118 

241 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

2.7 Raider Dakar 

315100 

118 

241 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

357300 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

415300 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

361600 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

419600 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

XtTacab 









2.5D-4DSRX 

309300 

'75 

' 260 

n/a 

'l50 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0Di4[IR.aLdeLLe.gend45 

387600 120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a. 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

445600 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

393100 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

451400 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

n/a 

n/a 

7/10 

Tjoublecab 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

391300 

118 

241 

n/a 

170 

10.8 

257 

7/10 

2.7 Raider Dakar 

396700 

118 

241 

n/a 

170 

10.8 

257 

7/10 

2.5D-4D4x4SRX 

413000 

75 

260 

n/a 

150 

8.7 

229 

7/10 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

426400 

106 

343 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

211 

7/10 

2.5D-4D Raider Dakar 

431800 

106 

343 

n/a 

150 

8.0 

211 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

453800 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 

226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 auto 

467900 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

9.7 

257 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

459200 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 

226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar auto 

473300 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

9.7 

257 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

513000 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 

226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Lgnd 45 auto 

527300 

120 

343 

n/a 

175 

9.7 

257 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

518400 

120 

343 

n/a 

170 

8.6 

226 

7/10 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar auto 

532700 

120 

343 

n/a 

175 

9.7 

257 

7/10 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

467100 

175 

376 

n/a 

180 

12.0 

286 

7/10 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

552800 

175 

376 

n/a 

180 

12.0 

286 

7/10 



Standing stiLL has 
never Looked so fast. 

Aerodynamic kit - R22 830 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 



TOPGEAR.CO.ZA 
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0*M C^tFI TC!WN»t4«/l 



n/a 18D_ 
n/a 180 


4.0 V6 Raider Dakar 
4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Dakar 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 514/526cm W: 176/1 84cm 
H: 172/1 86cm Boot: n/a litres 


The latest RAV4 is crisper and sharper than before. 
But it's still not as funky as it used to be. Where did 
the fun go, Toyota? 


12.8 288 7/lD 
12.0 288. 7/10 



7ornX 


? 7D-4D AWD GX 

2.2D 4DAWDVX 

2.5 AWD VX 


. 310800 . 107 187 

32180 0 107 187 . 

390400 110 340 

i70200 110 340 

440800 132 233 



EURO NCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 182cm H: 169cm 
Boot: 586/1 469 litres Fuel Tank: 57 litres 


Built on the Chuck Norris-like Hilux platform, it's 
one of SA's favourites. Facelifted with extra bling, 
which sadly isn't optional. 




2..SD-4D 

PRICE kW Nm 

391700 106 343 

D-IOD 

n/a 

km/h 

175 

LlOhm GD2 RATING 

8.0 211 7/10 

2.5D.^D auto 

405200 , 

106 

343 

n/a 

175 

9.1 240 7/10 

3.0D-4D 

470 6 00 

120 

343 

11.3 

175 

8.5 228 7/10 

3.0D-4D auto 

.483900 

120 

343 

11.8 

175 . 

, 9.4 248 7/10 

^ nD-4D 4x4 

523900 

120 

343 

11.8 



3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 

537500 

120 

343 

12.3 

W 

9.8 259 7/10 

4.0 V6 

502900 

175 

376 

9.7 

180 

12.7 .303. ML 

4.0 V6 4x4 

558100 

175 

376 

9.7 

180 

13.0 309 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 471cm W: 184cm H: 185cm 

Boot: 586/1469 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



The iconic hybrid is now more gadgety than ever. 
Clever, clean and economical, especially when it 
comes to emissions tax. 


HSD Exclusive 


10L 142+e 10.4 180 4.1 94 . 5/10_ 


EURO NCAP: 448cm W: 175cm H: 151cm 

Boot: 445 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



It's a tank in every conceivable way, and that's why 
we love it. Truly capable and indestructible. 



PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

0-10C 

hm/h 

incohm 

Gfl2 

RATING 

794.0V6 

473500 

170 

360 

12.6 

165 

n/a 

n/a 

6/10 

794.2D 

503700 

96 

285 

18.0 

140 

n/a 

n/a 

7J]0_ 

794.5D-4D LXV8 

576300 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 

8/10 

79 4 0V6 double cab 

535400 

170 

360 

12.6 

165 

13.6 320 7/10 

79 4.2D double cab 

561600 

96 

285 

18.0 

140 

13.0 

343 

7/10 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8 double cab 

630600 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 J/10 

78 4.2Dwaeon 

548600 

96 

285 

18.0 

145 

11.9 

314 

7/10 

76 4.2D station wagon 

574400 

96 

285 

18.0 

150 

11.6 

306 

7/10 

76 4.5D 4D LX V8 station wagon 

644900 

151 

430 

n/a 

160 

11.6 

306 

8/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 476/499/501cm W: 177/187cm 
H:194/211cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 130/180 litres 


Old school meets new world in a retro-modern 
remake. Pity about the zero-option engine and 
transmission. 


FJ Cruiser 



7.6 175 11.4 267 6/10 


FJ Sport Cruiser 


_i80 7.6 17 5 11.4 26 7 6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 467cm W: 191cm H: 183cm 
Boot: 990 litres Fuel Tank: 72 litres 


Equally happy in the hands of both retired farmers 
and desperate housewives. An odd match if ever 
there was one. 



4.0 TX 

674300 

202 

381 

9.2 

180 

11.3 

266 

6/10 

3.0DTTX 

684700 

120 

400 

11.7 

175 

8.5 

224 

6/10 

4.0 VX 

776 600 

202 

381 

9.2 

180 

11.3 

266 

7/10 



JX 781000 120 400 11.7 175 8.5 224 7/10 

EURO NCAP: n/a L: 493cm W: 189cm H: 188cm 
Boot: 974 litres Fuel Tank: 150 litres 


n/a n/a 13.9 327 6/1 0 

8.6 210 10.3 273 . 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 495cm W: 197cm H: 191cm 
Boot: 1276 litres Fuel Tank: 93 litres 


VOLKSWAGEN 

nmmmmmssia 

^ Qufetly brilliant, thoroughly deserving of every accolade chucked 
its way. Up and Golf particular highlights. 




Finally a VW city caryou wan to own. Neat styling and 
packaging to shame Ikea's finest, we like the Up. A lot. 



Take up! 1.0 


_HD0 U!! LUDOIoii C02 I1ATING_ 

13.2 171 4.7 108 8/10 


Moveup l IQ 


1430 00 55 9 5 13.2 171 4.7 


B 8/10 


EURO NCAP: 354cm W: 164cm 

H: 149cm Boot: 251/951 litres Fuel Tank: 35 litres 


VW's take on the sub-compact market. Brand 
equity beats value and spec. Consider carefully 
before signing. 



hatch 1.4 Conceptline 

PRICE 

144900 

kW 

55 

Nm 

132 

C-1C0 

12.9 

km/h. 

171 

L/iCChm 

8.2 

CC2 

147 

RATINL 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Blueline 

149900 

55 

126 

13.5 

171 

5.8 

138 5/10 

hatch 1.4 Trendline 

159600 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

8.2 

147 

5/10 

hatch 1.4 Eclipse 

188600 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

8.2 

147 

4/10 

hatch 1.4 Trendline auto 

175600 

63 

132 

17.5 

174 

8.9 

183 

5/10 

hatch 1.6 Comfortline 

172500 

77 

155 

10.6 

187 

8.8 

158 

5/10 

hatch 1.6 GT 

178300 

77 

155 

10.6 

187 

8.8 

157 

4/10 

Maxx 1.6 

182000 

77 

155 

10.6 

187 

8.8 

157 

5/10 

sedan 1.4 Conceptline 

151000 

55 

132 

12.9 

171 

8.2 

147 

5/10 

sedan 1.4 Bluejine 

156000 

55 

126 

13.5 

171 

5.8 

138 

5/10 

sedan 1.4 Trendline 

165600 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

8.2 

147 

5/10 

sedan 1.4 Eclipse 

174600 

63 

132 

12.2 

177 

8.2 

147 

4/10 

sedan 1 4 Trendline auto 


63 

132 

17.5 

174 

8.9 

183 

5/10 

sedan 1.6 Trendline 

^00 

77 

155 

10.6 

187 

8.8 

156 

5/10 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline 

178600 

77 

155 

10.6 

187 

8.8 

156 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: L:392/412cm W: 165cm 

H:147/150cm Boot: 635/737 litres Fuel Tank: 45 litres 



It’s the Golfs mini-me - safe and solid, but lacking 
soul. But what do you want: party tricks, or 
something sensible to take to the shops? 


sedan 1.4 Trendline 

JMML 

. 63 

132 

12.8 

178 

5.9 139 

_6/1[L 

sedan 1.4 Comfortline 

210100 

63 

132 

12.8 

178 

5.9 

139 _m_ 

sedan 1.6 Trendline 

217700 

77 

155 

11.1 

190 

8.0 

143 

6/10 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline 

231200 

77 

155 

11.1 

190 

8.0 

143 6/10 

sedan 1.6 Comfortline auto 

246200 

77 

155 

12.3 

187 

8.5 

154 

6/10 

sedan_ 1 .6TDI Cornfortlin.e 

258300 

77 

250 

10.7 

187 

4.8 

120 

6/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Trendline 

199900 

66 

180 

10.8 

184 

4.9 

117 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Comfortline 

223700 

66 

180 

10.8 

184 

4.9 

117 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Hiehline 

244300 

81 

175 

9.3 

198 

5.1 

120 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TSI Highlineauto 

259800 

81 

175 

9.3 

198 

5.1 

122 

7/10 

hatch 1.2TDI BlueMotion 

233500 

55 

180 

13.9 

173 

3.4 

89 

7/10 

Cross Polol.2TSI 

252300 

81 

175 

9.8 

190 

5.3 

125 

6/10 

GTI 

326400 

141 

250 

8.7 

238 

5.8 

129 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: 397/438cm W: 168/1 70cm 

H: 146/149cm Boot: 454/952 litres Fuel Tank: 45/55 litres 


Not the prettiest, but certainly practicaf Needs 
all-wheel drive and a 188kW engine to maximise its 
potential. Really, CaddyR must happen. 



2.0TDI Trendline 

319500 

81 

250 

12.4 

170 

5.7 

149 

5/10 

Cross Caddv 7 OTDI 

340800 

81 

250 

12.4 

170 

5.7 

149 

5/10 

2.0TDI Maxi Trendline 

337500 

81 

250 

12.8 

170 

5.8 

152 

5/10 



103 

320 

10.9 

186 

8.3 

166 

5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L:441/488cm W: 179cm H: 183cm 
Boot: 3030/3880 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 


Apologies, we’re struggling to stay awake with this 
one. The Jetta is VW’s Golf-based saloon, and is 
so boring it makes PWC’s AGM look interesting. 



1 2TSI Trendline 

259900 

h«_ 

77 

M 

175 

yiL 

10.9 

km/h 

190 

_l/llkm 

5.7 

134 . 5/10 

T4T.SI Trendline 

277400 

90 

200 

9.8 

202 

6.2 

144 5/10 

T4TSI Comfortline 

292400 

90 

200 

9.8 

202 

6.2 

144 5/10 

T4TSI Comfortline auto 

3Ili400 

90 

200 


202 

M 

138 5/10_ 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

307700 

77 

250 

11.7 

190 

4.5 

119 5/10 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

323700 

77 

250 

11.7 

190 

4.7 

123 5/10 

1.4TSI Highlineauto 

335600 

118 

240 

8.3 

221 

6.0 

139_ 5/10 

2I1TDI Highline auto 

360900 

103 

320 

9.5 

208 

5.3 

138 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 464cm W: 177cm H: 148cm 
Boot: 510 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


A sportier Beetle? Does that make this a cockroach? 
Never mind, the retro VW now has a smattering of 
driving appeal. 



1.2TSI Design 


T4T$I Sport 


1.4TSI Sport auto 


_347500 J. 
363000 118 


10.9 180 5.9 137 5/10 


_240 8.3 2 08 6.6 1 53 5/10 

240 8.3 2 07 6.2 14 3 5/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 428cm W: 181cm H: 149cm 
Boot: 310/905 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 


The best, done better than ever. You need no other 
hatchback. So don't waste your time looking, 
spend it haggling with the salesman instead. 



1.2TSI Trendline 

271600 

77 

175 

10.2 

192 

4.9 

114 

8/10 

1.4TSI Trendline 

287500 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.2 

123 

8/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

308000 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.2 

123 

8/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

323500 

90 

200 

9.3 

203 

5.0 

119 

8/10 

2. OTDI Comfortline 

327500 

81 

250 

10.5 

190 

4.8 

120 

8/10 

1.4TSIHiPhline 

333000 

103 

250 

8.4 

212 

5.3 

121 

8/10 

2,OTDLHlsNme 

377900 

110 

320 

8.8 

212 

4.5 

119 

8/10 

cabriolet T.4TSI Comfortline 344000 

90 

200 

10.5 

197 

8.4 

149 

8/10 

cabriolet 1.4TSI Comfrtineauto 

359500 

90 

200 

10.5 

197 

6.3 

147 

6/10 

cabriolet 1.4TSI Highlineauto 

407500 

118 

240 

8.4 

216 

6.3 

148 

7/10 

GTI 

412~300 

162 

350 

8.5 

246 

6.0 

139 

8/10 

GTI auto 

427800 

162 

350 

8.5 

244 

6.4 

148 

8/10 

GTI Performance auto 

447800 

169 

350 

8.4 

248 

6.4 

149 

8/10 

GTI cabriolet 

456500 

155 

280 

7.3 

235 

7.7 

180 

7/10 

R_ 

510400 

206 

380 

5.0 

250 

7.1 

165 

8/10 

Rauto 

525900 

206 

380 

5.2 

250 

6.9 

159 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: N/A L: 426cm W: 178/1 80cm H: 141/145cm 
Boot: 250/380 litres Fuel Tank: 50/55 litres 


Here, unlike elsewhere in the Volkswagen universe, 

SV does not stand for Super Veloce. More like Slightly 
Voluminous 



1.2TSI Trendline 

292500 

81 

175 

10.7 

192 

5.1 

117 

6/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

325200 

92 

200 

9.9 

200 

5.4 

125 

6/10 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

340700 

92 

200 

9.9 

200 

5.2 

121 

6/10 

2. OTDI Comfortline 

343700 

81 

250 

10.5 

190 

4.8 

120 

7/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

359200 

81 

250 

10.5 

190 

4.8 

120 

7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 434cm W: 181cm H: 158cm Boot: 500 
litres Fuel Tank: 50 litres 


A dull-but-capable MPV in a marketplace where 
that’s pretty much all you need. Essentially it’s a 
Golf with seven seats. 


1.2TSI Trendline 


303 5DD 77 175 



2.0TDI Trendline 


328 508 81 250 12.1 


2.0TDI Trendline auto 


344000 81 250 12.1 


5.7 149 8/10 





mml 

^ISEi 
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1.4TSI Highline 3495DD 1D3 220 9.5 202 B.8 159 5/10 

EURONCAP: 440cm W: 179cm H: 179cm 

Boot: 121/1913 litres Fuel Tank: 60 litres 



Not exactly a delivery truck, not exactly a bakkie. 
What exactly is it? 



PUCE 


_ Nm 

OJIllL km/h 

_l/|lllllll GD2 RATHE 

2.0TDI 7SkW 

285200 

75 

250 15.2 141 

7.6 198 5/10 

2nTni in3kw 

326100 

103 

340 

12.4 158 

Ji 198 5/10 

2nTDIin3kWautn 

343600 

103 

340 

12.3 155 

8.2 217 5/10 

2 nTDI double cab 

314600 

75 

250 

15.9 144 

7.6 198 5/10_ 

2.0RiTDI double cab 

371800 

132 

400 

10.3 175 

7.8 206 B/IL 

2.0BiTDI double cab 4Motion 

408700 

132 

400 

10.7 173 

8.4 222 6/10 


EURONCAP: 489/529/548cm W: 190/1 99cm 

H: 196/199cm Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



vSmrnm 

Great looker, the best interior in the business and good 
to drive.Frugal too. 


2.0TDI 

274700 

103 

340 

13.2 

162 

7.8 

199 

8/10 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

328700 

103 

340 

13.4 

160 

7.7 

203 

6/10 

2,0TDI Trendline 

352900 

103 

340 

13.2 

162 

7.8 

199 

6/10 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

402900 

103 

340 

13.4 

160 

7.7 

203 

6/10 

2, QBiTDI Trendline 4MQtiQn 

double cab 

430100 

132 

400 

10.3 

183 

8.0 

.211 

8/10. 

2.0TDI Trendline 

424300 

103 

340 

13.5 

163 

7.6 

199 

B/1D 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

475300 

103 

340 

13.7 

161 

7.7 

203 

6/10 

2.0RiTDI Hiphline 

454700 

13? 

400 

10.3 

184 

. 7.9 

208 

7/10 

2.0BiTDI Highline auto 

472200 

132 

420 

10.8 

180 

8.2 

JIB 7/10 

2,0BiTDI Highline 4Motion 

505700 

132 

400 

10.8 

183 

8.0 

211 

7/10 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion auto 

523200 

132 

420 

10.9 

179 

8.3 219 7/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L:518/525cm W: 194cm H: 183cm 
Boot: n/a litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



Still great looking, but now resting on a platform two 
generations behind the Golf, Minor facelift isn't enough 
to disguise this. 


1,4TSI Highline 

PflIGE 

358500 

kW Nm 

118 240 

G-IOG 

8.0 

hm/h 

218 

L/IGGkm GG2 

8.8 154 

B/1D 

2.0TSI Sportline 

422900 

155 280 

6.9 

238 

7.5 174 

7/10 

R 

489300 

188 350 

5.8 

250 

8.0 187 

8/10 

Cl iDr^ Mr AD. ^ « 



3 1 

H: 

140 


Boot: 312/1006 litres Fuel Tank: 55 litres 






The driver likes to pretend he's an executive when in 
truth he's a rep that's made his monthly bonus. 



PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

G-IOG 

hm/h 

iniGkm 

m 

RAIHG 

1.8TSI Comfortline 

368000 

118 

250 

8.5 

220 

6.9 

160 

6/10 

l.STSI Comfortline auto 

383000 

118 

250 

8.5 

220 

7.0 

162 

8/10 

2,0TDI Comfortline 

388700 

103 

320 

9.9 

210 

4.7 

147 

6/10 


2.0TDI Comfortline a uto 


_401700 103 320 9.9 210 5.2 168 8/10 


EURONCAP: 477cm W: 182cm H: 147cm 

Boot: 565 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


ICC 


Facelifted CC has dropped the Passat name, but not 
the underpinnings. Cheap, able alternative to the 
MercCLS, 

l^f 


l.STSI 

418400 

118 

250 

8.5 

222 

7.1 

165 

8/10 

2.0TDI 

462000 

130 

380 

8.4 

220 

5.2 

137 6/10 

2,0TSI 

463700 

155 

280 

7.3 

240 

7.8 

182 

7/10 

3.6V64Motion 

544400 

220 

350 

5.5 

250 

9.3 

215 6/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 477cm W: 182cm H: 147cm 
Boot: 565 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



A baby SUV that’s more of a family car than a rough 
’n’ tough off-roader. Destined for the school run, 
and wh^y not? 


1.4TSI 90kWTrend8<Fun 
1.4TSI118kWTrend8<Fun 


334900 90 


200 10.9 184 6.5 

240 9.3 197 6.7 


152 6/10 

156 8/10 


l.ATSIllSkWTrend&Funauto 

383000 

118 

240. 

9.3 

193 

7.1 

184 

6/10 

2.0TDITrend8<Fun 

_JSa9D0 

J 280 


J74 

. 5.3 

J39 

B/1Q 

2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

424500 

103 

320 

10.7 

182 

. 6.5 

172 

. 6/10 


_ 149500 

...J113 

J20 

10.7 

182 

6.5 17? 

6/in 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&Style 

463500 

103 

320 

10.7 

182 

6.5 

172 

6/10 

2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 

__i85500 

.JS5 

280 

8.5 

207 

JL8_J05 

5/in 


EURO NCAP: 


I L: 443cm W: 181cm H: 170cm 


Boot: 470/1510 litres Fuel Tank: 60 Itres 

Bilim 


■isniis 

No longer the popular people carrier of yore, it's 
become expensive, but at least with luxury to match. 




. PRICE 

kw 

Nm 

G-1GG 

km/h 

L/lGOhm 

GG2 

RATING 

KombiSWB 


2.0TDI Trendline 

459100 

75 250 

17.9 

157 

7.2 

’l90 

5/ID 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

486200 

103 

340 

14.7 

172 

8.0 

211 

B/1D 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

532DD0 

103 

340 

14.2 

173 

7.5 198 5/10 

2IlTD.I.Co.mfortliDe.auto 

_ 549500 

103 

340 

14.7 

172 

8.0 

211 

6/10 

KnmhilWB 


2.0TDI Trendline 

487100 

75 

250 

17.9 

157 

7.2 

190 

5/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

540 ODD 

103 

340 

14.2 

173 

7.5 

8.0 

198 5/10 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

557500 

J 

_340 

14.7 

172 

J11 

6/10 

Caravelle 








T.ORiTDI 

671 BDD 

~32^ 

’ 400 

Hu 

191 

~W 

'206 

5/19 

2.0BiTDI auto 

69D3DD 

132 

400 

11.3 

191 

9.1 

214. 

5/19 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

7228DD 

132 

iOD 

12.1 

IBB 

8.9 

233 5/ID 

California Beach 









2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

B9B3DD 

132 

400 

11.4 


9.4 

221 

6/10 

2,0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

714BD0 

132 

400 

12.1 

188 

8.8 

233 

6/10 


EURO NCAP: 443/489cm W: 190cm 

H:170/197cm Boot: 121/1913/5800 litres Fuel Tank: 80 litres 



If a large SUV can ever be inoffensive, this is it. 
Shares much with a Porsche Cayenne, except the 
price. And image. 


PRICE 

kW Nm 

R-1RR 

km/h 

L/IRGhm 

CR2 RATING 

V6 Elegance 

723300 

206 360' 

7.8 

228 

10.9 

258 6/10 

V6TDI 1 uxurv 

808400 

180 550 

7.8 

,218 

7.2 

189 8/10 

V6TDI Escape 

834400 

180 550 

7.8 

218 

7.3 

193 J]0_ 

ys TDI Executive 

1010400 

250 800 

5.8 

242 

9.1 

239 7/10 


EURO NCAP: n/a L: 480cm W: 194cm H: 173cm 
Boot: 493/1555 litres Fuel Tank: 100 litres 


VOLVO 


Far removed from Volvos of old, and far more than just boxes on 
wheels. Even though they are boxy. 


Volvo finally pulls its finger out and gets serious 
about the premium hatchback. We actually want 
one of these. 





i 


PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

R-1RR 

km/h 

L/1RRhm 

GR2 

RATING 

T3 Essential 

315100 

110 

270 

8.8 

219 

5.4 

125 

7ilD_ 

D2 Essential 

320400 

94 

279 

11.9 

199 

3.6 

94 

8/10 

T4 Excel 

386 000 

132 

279 

7.7 

225 

5.5 

129 

B/1D 

T4 Excel auto 

384400 

132 

279 

8.5 

225 

B.2 

144 

8/19 

D3 Excel 

396700 

110 

359 

9.3 

295 

5.2 

136 

7/19 

D4 Excel 

409700 

149 

4DD 

7.2 

239 

3.5 

106 

8/19 

T5 Excel 

427500 

189 

350 

B.3 

240 

5.9 

137 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 437cm W: 178cm H: 142cm 

Boot: 335/1032 litres Fuel Tank: 52/60/62 litres 

The Scandinavian hatch gets the rubber and stilts 
treatment. We approve. 




PRICE 

kW 

Nm 

R-TRR 

km/h 

L/IRRhm 

CR2 

RATING 

T4 Essential 

387 7DD 

132 

270 

7.7 

210 

5.5 

129 

6/10 

T4 Essential auto 

3862DD 

132 

279 

8.5 

219 

6.1 

143 

6/10 

D3 Excel 

4131DD 

119 

359 

9.3 

2DD 

5.2 

137 

7/10 

D4 Excel 

4347DD 

140 

4DD 

7.5 

219 

4.3 

112 

7/19 

T5 AWD Excel 

47D1DD 

189 

350 

B.1 

219 

B.4 

149 

7/10 


EURONCAP: N/A L: 437cm W: 178cm H: 146cm 
Boot: 335/1032 Fuel Tank: 57/60/62 litres 



At last, a BMW 3 Series rival that's actually a 
3 Series size. Good engines, nice interior, but no 
3 Series to drive. 


T3 Essential 

J61800 

110 

240 

9.4 

205 

5.5 

129 

5/10 

T3 Excel auto 

398500 

110 

240 

1D.2 

210 

6.8 

159 

B/1D 

T4 Excel 

JI17900 

132 

27(L 

8.3 

225 

5.8 

134 

B/IL 

T4 Excel auto 

, 4294DD 

132 

270 

9.0 

225 

6.8 

159 

6/10 

D4 Excel auto 

J5920D 

133 

400 

7.4 

230 

4.2 

109 

6/10 

T5 Excel 

491 5DD 

180 

350 

8.3 

230 

6.0 

139 

B/1D, 

D5 Elite 

J26JDL 

158 

J4D. 

7.8 

J30 

5.9^ JS4 

R/10 

T6 Elite 

556000 

225 

400 

5.9 230 

8.4 

149 

8/10 

T6 AWD R Design 

_59990(L 

242 

_480 

5J 

250 

9.9 

231 

8/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 186cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 380 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 


Estate version of the S60, only Volvo insists its not 
actually an estate, but a 'sportswagon'. It's an 
estate, Volvo, 



T3 Excel 

413500 

110 

240 

10.4 

205 

7.2 

107 

6/10 

D4 Excel 

468900 

133 

400 

7.6 

225 

4.3 

112 

7/10 

T5 Excel 

504400 

100 

350 

0.4 

230 

0.2 

144 

6/10 

D5 Elite 

539800 

150 

440 

7.7 

230 

0.2 

102 

6/10 

T6 Elite 

568200 

225 

400 

6.0 

230 

0.7 

157 

7/10 

T6 AWD R Design 

612600 

242 

400 

5.0 

250 

10.2 

237 

0/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 186cm H: 148cm 

Boot: 430-692 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 


Confusingly good compromise between V60 and 
XC60. More gravel road capable than the former. 
Cheaper than the latter. 



D4 AWD Momentum 


499900 146 4 20 8.9 205 5.7 


T5 AWD Momentum 


167 36 0 7.1 210 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 186cm H: 155cm 

Boot: 430-692 litres Fuel Tank: 68 litres 


7/10 

6/10 



Mid-size SUV stuffed with health and safety kit. 

It should come in fluoro yellow with a loud hailer 
as standard. 



PRICE 

hw 

Nm MGR 

km/h 

L/IRRhm 

CUP BATING 

D4 Essential 

551800 

133 

400 

0.5 

210 

4.7 

124 

6/10 

T5 Essential 

547300 

180 

350 

7.2 

210 

6.7 

157 

6/10 

D5 AWD Excel 

623400 

158 

440 

8.3 

205 

6.4 

169 

7/10 

T6 Excel 

629300 

225 

400 

6.9 

219 

7.3 

169 

7/10 

T6 AWD R Design 

706300 

242 

480 

6.6 

219 

1D.7 

249 

6/10 


EURONCAP: 463cm W: 189cm H: 171cm 

Boot: 495/1455 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 


Close your eyes and think of a Volvo, And here 
it is, the 21st century incarnation of the 
classic estate. 



im 

n/d 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 484cm W: 186cm H: 160cm 
Boot: 575-1600 litres Fuel Tank: 70 litres 



It's everything we hoped it would be, and 
more besides. Superb safety systems. 



PRICE 

hW 

Nm 

R-IRG 

km/h 

L/IRRhm 

GR2 

RATING 

D4 Momentum 

804000 

140 

400 

n/a 

n/a 

4.9 

120 

8/10 

D5 AWD Momentum 

853200 

165 

470 

7.8 

220 

5.8 

152 

9/10 

D5 Eirst Edition 

1050000 

165 

470 

7.8 

220 

5.8 

152 

9/10 

T5 AWD Momentum 

827400 

187 

350 

n/a 

n/a 

7.2 

164 

8/10 

T6AWD Momentum 

867000 

236 

400 

6.9 

230 

7.7 

179 

8/10 

T8 AWD Momentum 

1005100 

300e 

640e 

6.4 

230 

2.1 

49 

9/10 


EURONCAP: n/a L: 495cm W: 193cm H: 178cm 
Boot: 310-1947 litres Fuel Tank: 71 litres / 50 litres 


The Audi 
at only R 


A4 with a 2 year Guaranteed Future Value 
4 999 p.m. 


Audi 

FiRiSf^tiaL Services 


FnWKf HibtMt bo jfipciQ^ by Audt fiiwicm) Sffvitin, 4 dtvisiw^ of VottiiwagHf FuMfirili S«r»CH Sotrth Afrkj ProiMwtaiy tltnitHl. arv Auttianscd FinancuL 

LST FSI ^ 10 % tkimii, 0 % pntnt 

j;i)fwtUi]r4t9.25i%,.Cii%CfV EKtodrsmonlWy admin keoTRS? Inlt-iiHtfatewUwaiy 

In ttift «lwft jfiHikediffira Optimal FqmfHnKM pricBig k not inclialHl in Iht fSiuncc amdunt afwliwd Dffar valid uolil 31 lidyiOl^. apply 


Vorsprung durch Technik 


Itopgear.co.za I ^ AUGUST 2015 119 




911 Targa 4S PDK, 2015, 2,250 km, agate grey, espresso leather, R1 845 000 
Power: 294 kW (400 hp) • Torque: 440 Nm • 0-100 km/h in 4.4 seconds 



5 reasons why Porsche Approved is your 
ONLY way to a satisfied ownership experience. 

O We are the only approved dealers where Porsche vehicles are sold with a balance of 
Driveplan or up to 2-years/200,000 km Pre-owned Service and Maintenance Plan 

(extendable for 9 years from date of first registration and up to 200,000 km) 

0 More than 500 vehicles to choose from, countrywide 
0 Over 200 vehicles on our showroom floors 
O We check each vehicle using a comprehensive 111-point checklist 
0 You benefit from Porsche Roadside Assist 




Porsche Centre Johannesburg 

Corner Witkoppen and 
Wroxham Road, Paulshof 
Telephone 011 540 5000 


I www.porschejohannesburg.com | 





Boxster S PDK 

2015, 150 km, white, black leather, 
R935 000 


Cayman GTS PDK 

2014, 1,700 km, agate grey, 
black^lcantara leather, R1 095 000 


911 Carrera 4S PDK 

2014, 21,550 km, amaranth red metallic, 
black leather, R1 435 000 





Cayenne Turbo S 

2013, 35,500 km, basalt black, black all leather, 
R1 645 000 


Panamera Turbo 

2010, 21,500 km, GTsilver, black all leather, 
R1 095 000 


Macan S 

2014, 16,150 km, agate grey, black leather, 
R995 000 


CGraphixTG07/15 




Noticeable resuits in both Power increase & Overati Engine Responsiveness. 
Give your Car & Bike that world fantous deep 
' REMUS RACING SOUND 


SPDRTEXHHUST |||y 

wwv..n4se»€0»2a ^ 

Need 4 Speed Exhausts / Bush Hill Fitment Centre 
L Cnr Beyers Naude & Duiker Streets 
jk Randpark Ridge y 

Vk George^Ott 7942tST/0$24126rB7 
I m Dean (REMUS SA} - OSS 360 0SO3 / deonm4sexo-za 


ixdvwvK S.A Ontnbuttfr for RBMUS Car Sr Motarcyda f^rfamarKv Pom 


Afore f Aon 5P<W Ports 


High Grade Stainless Steel & Titanium It Perfor—.ance E)diaust Parts ; 

Racing Down Pipes, CatBack Systems, Rear Silencers with Tail Pipe designs in Round, Slash Cut, StreetRace and Carbon Race 

All REMUS parts 100% bolt-on with EEC Type Approval Certificate 



New Audi AS, $3, VW Golf 7 GTi (4 Tali Pipes) St GTi R CatBack Exhausts* Porsche 996 & 997 991 Turbo and Baxter & Cayman 2006 to 2009 Exhausts in 5tocJt !i 


The Powerizer is a true Plug & Play 
tuning solution. No modifications 
Average power increase of 25% 
with up to 8% saving on fuel. The 
Responder unit hugely increases 
overall engine responsiveness 






/e^AAU 


REMUS Exhaust & Powerizer Range of Products now available at selected Dealers, Supa Quick, Midas & Tuning Centres. 

New Dealers Include: Supa Quick Boksburg (Kenneth on 011 823 3937), Need 4 Speed Exhausts / Bush Hill fitment Centre Randpark Ridge 
(George on 01 1011 7942187), Discount Wheel & Tyre Midrand (Mohammed on 011 805 9401/2) 

REMUS 5A New Products, Dealer & Distributor enquires & Sales please contact Jeon on 083 260 0302 or email d€on@n4sexoxa 
Nationwide deliveries of parts in stock within 24 - 36 hours, latest Bike, Car Sr REMUS Powerizer Plug & Piay Application & Price list 

available from our website on www*n4se*coxa 









FORGED 


hVMTMT. arkpmrfo rm Stf{K^i^if^2 ^ 


Now AvAihidti 


hStmci, 


FOR NEM HWNDAjT 
Veloster Turbo 


WWW, mhl^wh eeis , com 


WWW, mire ivfi &b!s , com 

1 PIECE CAST 19" FROM R19,500 


NICHE SPORT 19" FROM R17,500 


WWW, m ht wh aets , com 

1 PIECE CAST NON CHROME 20” FROM R19,5(H) 


WWW, mh t wheals , com 


www,mhtwh0als,com 






■^^ 4 Mi?P-PXa 


Marc Kaplan 082 325 9235 
L www.mklmotoring.co.za 
Email: eimports@mweb.co.za 


Performance Exhaust 
Systems from: 


WWW. bbexhaust.com 


Carbon Stylings from 


WWW. tr^carton.net 


New Body Stylings from 


www.extremedimensions.eam 


IMPORTERS Of: 







TRUmRE 



rCC^— 





M € M PHI S 
audio 


roBfofm piil^ milanni 

si±VMHr 

rnf a CS# \i <aRK. cm:> 






Evo Aiiavant Atfovs 
4/100 & 4/108 
R259S set of 4 


17" ST M^th Alloys 
4/100 & 4/114 pcd 


IS^ Evd Lumar Altoys 
4/100 & 4/114 pcd 
R339S set of 4 


17” Evo Qyesto Alloys 
4/100 pcd 
R439S/set of 4 


17" VS Style Alloys 
S/100 pcd 
ft499S set of 4 


iBIac k^o fkH Y rb lackj 


Evo Golf R Alloy Wheels 
17” S/100 R4495 
IB” 5/112 RS195 


Rs3 Replica Alloys 
17” 5/100 R4395 
18” 5/112 R5195 


16” ak6l8 Atloys 
Alloy Wheels 63<139pccl 
R4795 set Of 4 


20” Evo Taurus Chrome 
6 ik 139 pcd 
R1150O set of 4 


IS" Evo Tornado Alloys 
6)^1 39 pcd 
R3295 set of 4 


RSSO 

R540 

RG20 

R740 

R680 

R680 

R750 

R670 

R640 

R730 


Autostyte Gautena Autostvte Kwazutu''Natai 

S3s Church Street^ Mayfair^f 1-3 Jubilee Grove^ Gateway Autoc/ty 
Gauteng' Umhtanga-Ridgef Kwezutu-Nataf 

Tet: 011 661 1?00 Teh 031 S66 5099 

Fax: Oil B37 3116 Fax: 03 1 566 3473 


WWW.AUTa5TYie.CO.Eii 

wmamm eniirmY! opiit / bmys! wi BiATA/»r pma @ -9 ^ 


Evo Swirt Alloy Wheels 
4/ ICO pcd 

14” R2395 I 15”R3D95 


15” Evo VS Style Alloys 
4/100 pcd 
R329S set of 4 


Evo OOS Alloy Wheels 

4/100. 4/108. S/IOQ A 5/114 

15” R339S I 17” R4495 


Evo BBS style Allays 
4/100, 4/108 A 4/114 pcd 
15” H3795 I 17”R44e5 


Evo Flda Alloy Wheels 
4/ ICO & 5/100 pcd 
IS” R3295 1 17" R439S 


IS” Bk741 Allay Wheels 
S/ looped 
BS495 set of 4 


R8 Style Alloys 
17” 5/ 100 R4495 
19''5/112 R5195 




19 Evo Eldorado II 
Alloy Wheels 5/112pcd 
nSSOO set of 4 


22^^^^223523^22J2s2Ii2i3sZSI]^^K 


13BM”TYiteS 

lSS/70/13" - Dunlop - R4S0 
lSS/80/13” - Dunlop - R420 
175/50/13" - Yokohama - R850 
17S/70/13" - Dunlop - R39S 
175/70/13” - Sava - R425 
16S/S0/13” - Sava - R370 


175/65/14” 
175/ 65/ 14" 
175/70/14" 
1 as/ 60/ 14" 
185/60/14" 
185/65/ 14" 


Dunlop * R4B0 
Pirelli - R570 
Kenda * R590 
Dunlop R560 
Pirelli - RG50 
Dunlop - RS40 


tSBie^TYBiS 


185/65/ IS” 
195/50/15” 
195/50/15" 
195/50/15 ' 
195/50/lS" 
19S/S5/1S" 
195/60/ IS" 
195/60/ IS” 
19S/6S/1S” 
205/60/15” 


- Dunlop - 

- Sava - 

* Dunlop - 

- Pirelli - 

‘ Yokohama - 

* Dunlop - 

- Pirelli - 

- Dunlop - 

- Dunlop ' 

- Dunlop - 


195/45/16' - Wanll - R720 

205/45/16’' “ Kenda - R740 

205/55/16” - Yokohama - R795 
205/55/16 ' * Dunlap * R780 

225/55/16” * Dunlop * R930 


17” B 18” TYRES 


205/45/16” 
205/40/17' 
20S/40/17" 
20S/40/17" 
205/40/17" 
215/45/17” 
22S/4S/17” 
225/45/17" 
235/45/17 " 


- Kenda - R74D 

' - Sava - R595 

- Dunlop - R69S 

- Pirelli - R99S 
* Yokohama * RBOS 

- Kenda * R7ao 
- Accetera - R&9S 

- Yokohama - RH50 
* Wanli • R995 


215/35/18" - Accclera - R9S0 
225/40/18” - WaoH - RS95 
225/40/18" > Dunlop • R1395 
225/40/18" - Yakohama - RISSO 
235/40/18" - kenda - ftl4S0 
255/35/18" - Wenli - RllSO 


444^ 13”S2a” 

225/35/ 19” - Vokohama - R169S 
235/35/19" - Achlllies - R1295 
23S/3S/19" - Yokohama - R169S 
265/30/19” - Accelera - R1900 
225/30/20” - Wanll - R129S 


Bahkle and 4k4/5UV Tyres 
195R14” - Dunlop - R820 

215/R15" - Dunlop - R1200 
195R15C - Dunlap - R1050 

235/65/17” - Wanll - R1295 
27S/40/2D” - Achilles - R1450 
275/45/20” - Achilles - R1700 


MtVPJX.aM* VCHOHAMAIirelu sccsisrs rkyp 

E&OE All prices are Vat inclusive. Prices are valid at time of print . ©All images & logos are copyright property of Autostvle Motorsport & their respective suppliers 
























Lamln-x Films 60 k 30cm 
Assarted Colors - m$5ea 


KENWOOD 


motrrti 


Pioneer Combo! 

Mp3 With USB Front 
Loader + 6x9" Speakers 
+ S'" speakers R139Sset 


GlassvLite Headight 
Restoration Kit R195set 


Atlas &X Range of 
Car Batteries from R49S 


Alarm System with 
remote R39S 
Alarm + Central Locking 
System ^ R49S 


Assorted DRL Style LED 
Headtights from R 1395 set 


Simota Dual Cone 
I Air Filter * R95 | 

{other st^es available). 

Improve Fuel ConsumpCJon * Boost PerformBnce 
Never needs replacing - Lifetime Warranty 
Complete range of BMC« K&N and Simota 
Air niters. Available in Flat Pad or Cone 


Carbon Shields 
Bonnet Guard * R275 
Headlight Shields BDset 


Central Locking Kit DIY kit 
includes all wirings R 150/set 
with remote option flaso 


Cobra ESB-7S7D Laser 
St Radar Detector - R&SQ 


Bodi/kits and Spoilers 
Available for most cars 


Assorted High Power LED 
Bar Lamps from R795 


E&OE All prices are Vat inclusive. Prices are valid at time of print . ©All images & logos are copyright property of Autostyle Hotorsport & their respective soppliers 


H 

CTif! 


philips Bulb'j How AvaiiLibln 
WhIteVislon, Bluevlsion B 
x-Treme Vison from BMSset 


nenon nto rfeaongnt nn* 
nt, H7. H3 A H4 from R495 
Pfjitipi Also Avtflabte! 


NF Octane Boosters 
Street 3 RON - RSO 
Sport 5RON-R110 
Race 6R0N R130 
Ultra Race ORON lltr R230 


Assorted LED & Crystal 
Vehicle Tal lights AvallabTe 


Sony MEX-N4050BT Mp3 
with DSB and 
Bluetooth R1450 


JVR 


Targa Double-Din 
DVD System wttb 6.1 
Touchscreen R1650 


Starsound Double Din 
DVD 8c GPS R24O0 


JVC KD-R446 Hp3 
Front Loader with USB & 
Front AuMillary R795 


JVC KD-AV30Q DVD 
System with Built In 
USB Bl Screen * RISSO 


STARTfNG ™.'0 


starting Grid Audio 
Combo - incEudes: 
4000W 4ch Amp, 
12" 1700w Subwoofer 
+ 12^^ Sub Enclosure 
+ 300 w Tweeters 
-fSQOw 6x 9" Speakers 
R 119 S 5 et 


Assorted Design Autogauge 
Performance Gauges 
Boost ejatage - from RieCi 
Oh Pressure - from Rl&O 
Oil Temp. - from RISO 
Tachmetros, shifthghts 
and many more available 


Evo Tuning Sport Suspension 
Lowering Springs 
from RSSOset 
Elbach 

Suspensron kits 

ffrwiMW from R139 Sm( 


Hare powcrl 26^ Harv Tan|u»t 

up to ll/lOOhiti fuel 
less consumption! 
Racechip I - ft3354 
RaceChip Pro 2 - R4350 
RaceebEp Ultimate - R6350 
ThrottleResponse * R299S 


Universal Car Mats with 
Rubber Underlay R99set 


__ Kenwood KDC-y 263 Mp3 

Neevox 7" DVD wtth Front Loader with USB & 
bluetooth & USB R1895 Front Auk ft Remote R895 


JVC KD-R510 Double 
Din Mp3 + USER1595 


12" lOOOw - R49S 
12" 1400W - R595 
12" IdOOw DVe - R69S 


Starsound Flat Subwoofers Sga^ge wiring kit R150 
10" ISOOw DVC - R495 6gauge wiring kit R19S 

12" 2S00W DVC - R550 4gauge wiring kit R250 


Powerbass S" Compact 
Subwoofer Si Amplifier 
System - RB95 


Fire Pro Series Amplifiers I 
2000W 4channel - R795 Pioneer GM-A6404 

3000W Icbannel - R119S 60rms x 4 amplifier R950 


Sound Deadening Mats 
Flame Resistant, 5 layer 
ultra iite. 95 k 50cm R150 


Powerbass Mini Amplifiers Tuning Capacitors 

4000W 4ch - R129S i Farad R350 | 2 Farad R395 
SOOOw Ich - R1295 Up to 10 farad availableL 


Am pi if 

ISOOw Zchannel - R495 
3000 w 4channe1 - R695 
SOOOw 4channel ^ RS95 


HUGE Range of Car Seat 
Covers from RlSOset 


Camtec CT^USBISO Paramount Mp3 Cd 
Media Player with Front Loader with 

USB & Front Auk R295 USB 6t Front Aux RS95 


Targa TG-DV465 Sony CDX-GT320MP Mp3 
DVD/Cd Front Loader Front Loader with Front 
with USB R69S Auxiliary input R69S 


Pioneer DEH-X1750 
Mixtrax with USB & 
Front AuxiElary R795 


Sony CDX-GTllSOu MpJ 
Front Loader with USB 
"Carbon Design" RB9S 
























Buyer's guide 



a 



Vehicle 

Signage 


Subiimation Printer 


Full Business - 6 Machines R20500 inci 3 Machines Combo 

R15000 incIVat 


630nnm Viiwl cutte/u* 
for Signage / Tombstrjrtfes, 
Banners 


4 Color T-Shiit Screen Printer 
R12000 

fnd VAT 


Photohook Maker A3 
R1300a incI 


iir|Sc 


8in1 

Combo 

PressJ? 


lates /tiles / puzzlen 
^ muas/ t-shirts 


Sublimation 


I - Heavy Duty 
Guillotines 
A3 R4200 


www.vinvicutters.co.za 0843048133 




COUNTRY - WIDE DlUVEPW 



From 


Vivw ydUr Iwnit on yov Smvfpfwnc from Bryrttmin tf w wnvU. 

I info@cclv^»ct.ce.Ml 


wwrw.cctv-direct.co^ 


CCTV Systems 


TbpGear 


TopGear magazine i$ packed full of 
information designed to satisfy our readers 
interest in motoring and to give them accurate information 
that allows them to make informed decisions 
about buying a car. 


.--JMfS 





Lizel Pauw 
082 8768189 


Jeanine Kruger 
082 342 2299 


Sharlene Smith 
083583 1604 


Karien Steenkamp 
082 9208075 


Nick Fitzell 
071 4306311 







'owerBex a, PedalBox 


(BimiTOBfiui ) ( pmoifowa 

, eM-ij>ruNMto j f \ cttirTuttitfO 


up to 


Our performance ^y^temtare alwd)^ at the 
cutting edge o( qumUty, form & function. 

The nrw PtWWBsx & MmIB§K are lupplled 
as cofTiplele systems wHh vphicle-spcdfic 
software and OEAA quality adapter looms. 

Detailed illustrated Jnsttuctions are 
provided to assist with the simple, 
plu^id installation. 


I 


OftDER NOW 


■IMiiMIF 

■ l;L'iJI.Ml!i.JIIIP 

^•63 


mmt mmai 

fhorw oa; 170 6141 Mimas «4 

Mali inIdtfOlviiciTorqtIvCoaa 
Wrb www.di«i«itorquc40ja 
WpO wwwpnMibOK^o.u 










upto ,;7,^ rw 


less 




Get the latest technology 

> Surface mounted Keypad '' 
s Ultra-High'Speed'Pracessor 

> Mu Hi- Map-Technology ^ 

f*oiverSox 


Xex-' aJ 

'■n 


> Lifetime Warranty >' 

? Simple Plug-in initidl alien ' 

> Made in Germany ' 

FawBfBQK o. - 


Turbo Diesel from R1 995 Turbo Diesel from R4995 
Turbo Petrol fromR3995 PQ}ff0fBOK r 
Petrol from R2995 Turbo Diesel from R4995 

HMBm 

Diesel & Petrol from R 22 S 0 



ENGINE & GEARBOX 
IMPORTERS 

Ott 397 - 67 S 9 or 06611 £/VG/fV£ 

2 Haroid ftiqh t Road^ Jetpark^ Bo k§b urq 
(Smitf from O.R. fambo Int^matiopal Airport) 


iywM/:^APAfVAuro. co.za 

\^AtES0Jj^MNAUTOXO;ZA 


ENGINES 


GEARBOXES 


SPECIALISING IN TOYOTA USED SPARE PARTS 



T; 011 894 7806/011 894 7761 • F: 086 557 1717 • Email ; sales®topsautospares.co.za • www.topsa utos pares .cojia 
Unit 13 Cnr Craig &Dormehl Road, Anderbolt,Boksburg • GPS:26’’1 1'38''S 28‘'16'18"E 










Dlitribuif d by 


MIGHTER LED LIG41TS 


Ask for ft by nami 


New to SA, boasting Tilt [total Internal reflection) lenses make the 
Planetron ?:lGHn uEO sigL range, a force to be reckoned with. 

NEW technology, NEW lenses, projecting the lumen forward where 
It matters. This is an EXTREME HIGH Light* 

IP66 liquid Ingression protection and extremely rugged* 


I lit: 


.*,ours are 
simply BRIGHTEPI 

Pirf us fo the fesf I 


Wefcome to our wortii ofUghtingl 


a Scan the barcode 
to see extreme 


stress test! 


Dealer enquiries welcome I 
0861 PLANET {752638) lTifci@planetron,cp^ 



An alt "Plug ahdPtnmuhitsmejsatmTMDBf:lWtBLYiN0! 




The Original' ThsK is a reason our name Is trusted. 
OVy/O® CHOOSf W/SEtn CHOOSE CHfPBOX/ 


Vehicle specific performance module for turbo engines 

._r'iir- . South Africa's No. 1 

'f k So/Ziff^Chiphox/// 


many more a^a//ato/e 


mear Tested, Proven f 

Qk Afore Power and Torque 
Qr Less Consumption 
Reductron in Turbo Lag 
Dedicated Chip TecbnoJogy 
0 Dedicated Software 

Engine & Fuelling system specific 
Our Clients say it all 
O' HO unrealistic figure claims 
3 Year Warranty 


I royot* HlhfX 3.0 0>4O 
T2eKW4, -^ bHOKW 
V II 400NM 


2ISKW + ^ • 360KWi|^ 
4S0NM V « S20NM - 


VWCotfVitJ.OGTI 
162KW + ^ B taOKW 
aSONM V >430NM 


¥W AwMrvk 7.0 9/m 
ia2KW + la 147KW 
430NM > ’ ft470NM 


riiiZLi LX 3.0 Dtug 
iaOKW+ ^ -ISOKW 
IBONM V ii440NM 


Ford Focus ST I.OL 
t»4KW + -f' - 30SKW 
360NM V ■ 420NM 


..reducing fag fnstarjt/y 

Call us for a fitment centre nearest to you: 

0861 PLANET (752638) 


• Output figures are subject to wb/c/e's condition and response 

nfo(^chipbox*co.za www.chipbox.co.za 






Paint Protection that works! 



RAIISTT l='l=ia'TEC'TIOINJ 


Approved by major motor manufacturers in South Africa. 



The Market Leader since 2001! 


Bonnet 
Guard . 


Front Guard 


Headlight Guard 


Side Guard 



ilm removed 


YOU DON*T NEED TO REPAIR SCRATCH ES AND STONE CHIPS - 
iW— P— — SIMPLY FIT VPS AND 


WHY USE 03S RATHER THAN THE CHEAPER ALTERNATIVES ON THE MARKET? 

VPS fitment centres can tailor the film for your specific vehicle to suit your requirements. They do not use imported computer-cut 
patterns and are thus able to provide more effective protection by wrapping the protective film around the vulnerable edges of the 
bonnet, fenders and doors. They are also not limited to standard vehicles and can protect veteran cars, bikes, trucks, boats, 
caravans, RV's, aircraft and any other articles which are prone to damage. 



3M Paint Protection Film is Warranted for 5 years against Peeling, Bubbling and Cracking 




DON’T JUST ASK FOR VPS...DBMAND ^2P & 

www.vpsprotection.co.za 

OR CALL 031 717 1980 




Switch/ 50021 03A 


Visit|imperialauto.co.za|for 



variety. 


T-got- = 
MVSE^ 


For all your vehicle needs visit |www.imperialautQ.co.za| or call 011 875 5852 


imperial’^ 


AUTO 


Passenger | Commercial | Leisure Going further. Doing more. 

Terms and conditions apply 






V ICTOR I NDX 


2^JOm/660tt 


I.N.O.X. 


Forged to resist. 

The highest quality standards 
for ultimate functionality. 


MAKERS OF THE ORIGINAL SWISS ARMY KNIFE I VICTORINOX.COM 





TAG Heuer 


SWISS AVANT-GARDE SINCE I860 


>. 



TAG HEUER CARRERA CALIBRE 1887 

Ayrton Senna is celebrated as the most influential driver in the history of 
Formula One. He was never intimidated by the expectations of others, 
because his were even higher. He forever embodies the TAG Heuer motto - 
Don’t Crack Under Pressure. 





